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SC608 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
 

TAXI RANK AT ASHFIELD MALL 
        
 
Ashfield Mall is a very popular shopping complex in the centre of the Ashfield CBD.   It is 
surrounded by very busy streets, Liverpool Road, Norton Street, Knox Street and Holden 
Street.  The entry and exit points feature a number of one-way street systems with varying 
street levels.  There is no practical location on the surrounding streets to install a taxi rank. 
   
 
The Mall is the subject of a DA which will deliver more retail outlets and hundreds of 
residential units.     
 
The Mall in collaboration with the main supermarkets, Coles, Woolworths and K-Mart 
installed a wheel locking system on trolleys so that shopping trolleys could not leave this 
complex.   This was a great initiative as it keeps trolleys off our streets and footpaths which 
was a major safety and environmental issue.      
 
There is currently a taxi rank on the roof top at Ashfield Mall, with a phone to call for a taxi.  
Whilst this taxi rank is well promoted within the Mall, it is unpopular with shoppers.   
 Shoppers complain that taxis do not respond to their calls.   This is understandable as the 
taxis can get caught up in a one-way system of streets.   Many shoppers are faced with 
the dilemma of catching a taxi to get their shopping home. 
 
The taxi rank is located at the exit from the escalator to the roof, which does not suit many 
people with a disability who need to catch the elevator to the roof.   However, this is a 
circuitous route for older people and people with a disability.   
  
It would be much more sensible to have a taxi rank on Level 2, entrance from Norton 
Street and exit to Knox Street, permitting exit either east or west.    Whilst the taxi driver 
may have to take a ticket from the Parking Machine, and tag out to exit, there would be no 
cost involved for the taxi driver, and the waiting time can be up to 2 hours at no cost.     A 
suitable taxi rank could be located next to the elevator on Level 2, with a trolley bay 
nearby.   If well promoted, this could be a great promotional option for both shoppers and 
residents of the complex.  
 
With the increased number of retail outlets, hundreds of residential units and the need to 
provide an accessible taxi rank for people with disabilities, older people and parents with 
prams, this would make good sense.  
 
The other nearest taxi rank is some distance away on Hercules Street, which is a 
considerable distance for shoppers, with heavy shopping bags, older people and parents 
with prams.    Hailing a taxi on any surrounding street, surrounding the Mall, is almost 
impossible, either on Liverpool Road, Norton Street, Holden Street or Knox Street.     
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no supporting documents for this report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Ashfield Council write to the owners of the Mall requesting that they install 
a more user friendly taxi rank on Level 2, Ashfield Mall adjacent to the western 
lift.    
 
 
 
      

 
 

COUNCILLOR L MCKENNA OAM 
Mayor 
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SC608 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
 

PASSING OF EVELYN THORN 
        
 
It is with regret and sadness that that I move this motion of condolence for the family of 
Mrs Evelyn Thorn, the mother of Ms Kerrie Bush, a tireless advocate for our business 
community and co-proprietor of Bush Leadlight in Summer Hill. 
 
Evelyn Thorn (nee Ryan) was born in Cowra in 1920. Like a lot of families at the time her 
family moved to Sydney in the mid 1930’s to find work. They lived at Forest Lodge. Evelyn 
moved to Summer Hill in 1944 having purchased a property (in Spencer St) with her new 
husband. They raised their family of 3 children in Summer Hill until 1961 when they moved 
to larger premises in Kingsgrove. They returned to Summer Hill for 6 months in 1966. 
Evelyn always maintained her ties to Summer Hill through her many friendships and 
especially with the opening of her daughter and son-in-law’s business in Summer Hill in 
1986. Evelyn recently said just before her death her happiest memories were the time she 
spent in Summer Hill. 
 
The extended family of Evelyn Thorn maintains strong connections with our community.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 

There are no supporting documents for this report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Therefore I move: 
 
That Council write an appropriate letter of condolence to Ms Kerrie Bush, to be 
sent with flowers. 
 
 
 
 
      

 
 

COUNCILLOR L MCKENNA OAM 
Mayor 
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NOTICE OF MOTION OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN BY 
 

COUNCILLOR MONICA WANGMANN  
 
 

PROMOTION OF AND IN KIND SUPPORT FOR REHOMING CATS AND DOGS FROM 
FAIRFORD ROAD POUND AND LOCAL DOMESTIC ANIMAL RESCUE GROUPS 

      
 

To move Notice of Motion No. NM19/2016 
 

Ashfield Local Government Area and region has a small number of not for profit 
community groups and Council pound at Fairford Road Vet Clinic for lost and rescued 
local domestic animals. Where possible, animals are reunited with their owners including 
those that have been micro chipped however, as well known, thousands of lost, 
surrendered and abandoned cats and dogs are put to sleep in Council pounds each year. I 
therefore move that Council 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no supporting documents for this report. 
 
Accordingly, I move:- 
 
That Council: 
 
1/10 provide local animal rescue groups and our pound with a shared, free stall and 

in kind assistance at the annual Ashfield Carnival of Cultures; 
 
2/10 expand information on local domestic animal rescue and adoption services on 

our web site, local papers and in Council letterbox community notices; 
 
3/10 encourage and promote on our web site and in our local newspapers, that pet 

owners to desex their pets; 
 
4/10 provide desexing cost discounts for residents in Ashfield LGA who are 

adopting rescued animals or have existing undesexed pets; 
 
5/10 provide more cat and dog re-homing and rescue information and education on 

our web site, in the local newspapers and in our posted newsletters; 
 
6/10 contact not for profit incorporated domestic animal rescue groups working in 

Ashfield LGA including Mini kitty Commune registered charity, Monikas’s 
Doggie Rescue, Fairford Rd Animal Hospital (Council’s pound) and enquire 
how Council may be able to help with the re-homing of rescued animals.; 

 
7/10 post on Council’s website via a dedicated page, photos, information, Facebook 

links, website addresses and contact details of animals available for re-homing 
from Council’s pound and surrounding incorporated rescue and re-homing 
groups. Update this information on a weekly basis; 
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8/10 include an expanded proactive strategy in Council’s management plan 
including desexing of domestic pets incentives, increased publicity and 
assistance with adoptions services.; 

 
9/10  establish and fund a feral cat desexing and rehoming program, similar to 

Sydney City Council; 
 
10/10 carry out as many of the provisions and strategies as possible. Report back to 

Council within six months and annually on progress and success of items 1 to 
9 since January 2014, including State and local LGA statistics on total monthly 
numbers of cats and dogs rehomed in the LGA, returned to owners and put to 
sleep. 

 
  

 
____________________ 
Monica Wangmann 
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Subject WESTCONNEX M4 EAST - FURTHER UPDATE ON 
PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 

 
File Ref SC545 
 
Prepared by Cathy Edwards-Davis - Director Works & Infrastructure         
 
 
Reasons To update Council on proposed WestConnex M4 East activities 
 
Objective To update Council on proposed WestConnex M4 East activities 
 
 
 

Overview of Report 
 
To provide the Council with a further update on various proposed WestConnex 
activities by the Joint Venture. 
 

 
Since preparing the Council report and closure of the agenda, several additional 
WestConnex M4 East matters have arisen.  Further details are provided in the report 
below. 
 
Property Clearing 
 
The Joint Venture has sent a notice to residents stating that “property clearing” work will 
soon commence to establish a construction site on Parramatta Road. This will require 
properties on Parramatta Road and Chandos Street, Ashfield to be cleared from Tuesday, 
26 April 2016. 
 
Further information is provided in Attachment 1. 
 
Road Dilapidation Report 
 
The Condition of Approval B43 for the project requires the Joint Venture to prepare a Local 
Road Dilapidation Report. 
 
This has been submitted to Council and is provided in Attachment 2. 
 
Service Locations & Water Trunk Main Relocation 
 
As was previously reported, it is proposed to undertake a number of service locations in 
the area, including in Reg Coady Reserve.  The original plans were conceptual and the 
scope of works was unclear.  It is also proposed to relocate a water trunk main, through 
Reg Coady Reserve, Waratah Street and Alt Street. 
 
Further detailed plans have now been provided and further information is in Attachments 3 
and 4. 
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It is clear from the more detailed plans that the impact on Reg Coady Reserve, for 
residents and for pedestrians in the area is much more significant than originally 
understood.  The Joint Venture is proposing temporary fencing which will cut off most of 
Reg Coady Reserve and it would force pedestrians to make large detours, over Iron Cove 
Creek and along Henley Marine Drive.  Further, it is proposed to have a 700m2 stockpile 
area on the Reserve. 
 
It is noted that RMS own property at the corner of Ramsay Street and Dobroyd Parade.  It 
is unclear why this land cannot be used for these purposes. 
 
Urgent legal advice has been sought and this has been provided in Attachment 5. 
 
A letter was sent to the Joint Venture on the 22 April 2016, objecting to these proposed 
works.  A copy of the letter is provided in Attachment 6. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The WestConnex M4 East project is due to commence shortly.  There will be significant 
impacts associated with the project, as detailed in the report. 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1  Property Clearance 2 Pages  
Attachment 2  Road Dilapidation Report 121 

Pages 
 

Attachment 3  Service Locations - Notification to Residents 2 Pages  
Attachment 4  Temporary Site Sheds in Reg Coady Reserve 1 Page  
Attachment 5  Legal Advice on the use of Reg Coady Reserve -  - 

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT  - It is 
recommended that the Council resolve into closed 
session with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under 
Section 10A(2) (g) of the Local Government Act, 
1993, on the grounds that the matter relates to advice 
concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise 
be privileged from production in legal proceedings on 
the ground of legal professional privilege. 

2 Pages  

Attachment 6  Council letter to Joint Venture 22 April 2016 -  - 
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT  - It is 
recommended that the Council resolve into closed 
session with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under 
Section 10A(2) (g) of the Local Government Act, 
1993, on the grounds that the matter relates to advice 
concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise 
be privileged from production in legal proceedings on 
the ground of legal professional privilege. 

1 Page  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
1/3 That Council staff review the Road Dilapidation Report and provide 
 appropriate comments to the Joint Venture. 
 
2/3 That Council oppose the fencing off and use of Reg Coady Reserve for 
 temporary site sheds and stockpile areas. 
 
3/3 That Council oppose the closure of the footpath in Reg Coady Reserve 
 during works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATHY EDWARDS-DAVIS 
Director Works & Infrastructure  
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Subject GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS FOR WESTCONNEX M4-
M5 LINK (STAGE 3) - FURTHER UPDATE 

 
File Ref SC545 
 
Prepared by Cathy Edwards-Davis - Director Works & Infrastructure         
 
 
Reasons To update Council on proposed WestConnex M4-M5 Link (Stage 

3) activities 
 
Objective To update Council on proposed WestConnex M4-M5 Link (Stage 

3) activities 
 
 
 

Overview of Report 
 
To update Council on proposed WestConnex M4-M5 Link (Stage 3) activities. 
 

 
Since preparing the Council report and closure of the agenda, further correspondence has 
been received regarding geotechnical investigations for the WestConnex M4-M5 Link 
(Stage 3). 
 
Alt Street & Hawthorne Parade 
 
RMS have advised that they will be undertaking geotechnical investigations on public 
roads within the Ashfield LGA.  These investigations will be occurring in Alt Street and 
Hawthorne Parade, Haberfield and were due to commence on the 18 April 2016. 
 
RMS has advised that this information is provided to Council as a courtesy, for information 
purposes only. 
 
The RMS letter is in Attachment 1. 
 
Algie Park 
 
RMS have advised that they will be undertaking geotechnical investigations in Algie Park.  
They have stated that the works are due to commence on the 26 April 2016 and continue 
until 10 August 2016. 
 
The RMS letter is in Attachment 2. 
 
Urgent legal advice has been sought and this has been provided in Attachment 3. 
 
A letter was sent to the Minister for Roads on the 22 April 2016, objecting to these 
proposed works.  A copy of this is provided in Attachment 4. 
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Conclusion 
 
RMS are proposing to proceed with geotechnical investigations within the Ashfield LGA. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1  RMS Letter regarding geotechnical investigations 1 Page  
Attachment 2  RMS Letter regarding use of Algie Park 3 Pages  
Attachment 3  Legal Advice regarding use of Algie Park -  - 

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT  - It is 
recommended that the Council resolve into closed 
session with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under 
Section 10A(2) (g) of the Local Government Act, 
1993, on the grounds that the matter relates to advice 
concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise 
be privileged from production in legal proceedings on 
the ground of legal professional privilege. 

2 Pages  

Attachment 4  Council letter to Minister for Roads -  - 
CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT  - It is 
recommended that the Council resolve into closed 
session with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under 
Section 10A(2) (g) of the Local Government Act, 
1993, on the grounds that the matter relates to advice 
concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise 
be privileged from production in legal proceedings on 
the ground of legal professional privilege. 

1 Page  

  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the information be received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATHY EDWARDS-DAVIS 
Director Works & Infrastructure  
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