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1.

Purpose of Report
To provide a progress report on the two High Street Taskforces formed by
Council and supported by Leichhardt’s Economic Development Officer and
team to help improve local business.

2.

Recommendation
That Council receive and note the Economic Development Officer progress
report

3.

Background
In June last year Council resolved to establish two High St Taskforces and
contracted a part time Economic Development Officer (EDO) to work with the
Leichhardt/Annandale and Balmain/Rozelle Business Chambers for 12
months to:
•

Facilitate the taskforces, identify the immediate business imperatives and
implement the taskforce actions

•

Develop new initiatives to help improve local business including a review
of the proposed business promotions programs of each Chamber for next
year

•

Assist the business community to effectively engage in the preparation of
Council’s Employment and Economic Development Plan which will provide
the framework for Council’s economic sustainability blueprint.

Duncan Gilchrist, Economic Development Manager at Marrickville Council and
supported by other Marrickville Council economic development staff, was
engaged under a job share contract with Leichhardt Council in August last
year to undertake the EDO role.
The following outcomes are expected, having regard to the 12 month/21
hours per week contract provisions:
a.

b.

Clearly identified and realistically achievable actions stemming
from the taskforce workshops/meetings. Any parts that may not
be achievable within the term but will stand as aspirational
outcomes should be identified.
Proactive and constructive submissions from local business into
development of the Leichhardt Council Employment and
Economic Development Plan
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c.
d.
e.

A review of and recommendations towards a coordinated and
effective business promotions program that engages the
community at large
Improved relationships generally between Council and the local
business community
A sound platform at the end of the 12 month period for the local
business community and Council to move collegiately forward
with further economic sustainability measures

4. Report
Balmain/Rozelle High Street Taskforce
Identified Issues, Recommendations & Actions
Parking Issues
The most contentious issues raised were parking, parking meters and the attitude
of enforcement officers policing same.
The Balmain Rozelle Chamber of Commerce (BRCC) tabled a comprehensive
survey entitled “The impact of parking issues on local business”. At a number of
meetings a great deal of the history leading up to the installation of parking
meters was discussed amongst the councillors, businesses and residents in
attendance. Matters canvassed included the points raised in the Chamber
survey, redirection of s.94 contributions, Council’s 2008 Parking Study, the
possibility of council owned facilities being developed for additional parking,
attitudes of rangers, overall impact on local business, possibility of funding shuttle
buses and individual experiences were recounted as examples.
It was generally agreed;
1. The problems that businesses had with parking limitations (as evidenced in
the BRCC report) in the area were constructively expressed and strongly
emphasised concerns about how important it was to the livelihood of all local
businesses.
2. Proposals for better metering options e.g. 15 free minutes for each meter
were articulated.
3. There is a need for more parking spaces.
4. Parking rangers are over-zealous and the impact is a serious deterrent to
trade/custom in the area
5. That parking was not the ‘core issue’ for economic down-turn but the parking
difficulties create an extra layer of disadvantage.
The Taskforce set up a meeting dedicated to a presentation by LMC of its latest
parking studies and parking policies. While this clarified Council’s position it did
not provide a solution to the problems indicated by the Taskforce members.
Recommendations
The Taskforce members made the following recommendations in relation to the
issues relating to parking;
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i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.

15 minutes free parking on all meters in and around the CBDs
All meters to be 4 hours after 6 pm
Provision of more loading zones
Council to undertake a new independent parking occupation and
turnover survey which gathers more accurate data to address issues
raised as data presented was gathered in 2005
Cost of parking be comparable to neighbouring shopping centres
Policing the bona fide use of business, residential and disability permits
Investigate opportunities to create additional parking where Council
owns or controls land
Investigate new public transport options involving buses (including
community shuttle bus), ferries and in particular light rail

Actions to Date
1) A further 35 parking metres now have 15 minutes free parking
2) Undertaking that council intends to start expending s94 funds for additional off
street parking areas wherever possible (eg Hamilton St).
3) Undertaking to conduct a further comprehensive parking survey across all of
Balmain/Rozelle (currently underway with outcomes expected in October
2012)
Infrastructure/Streetscape Issues
Businesses were generally dissatisfied with the state of a number of elements of the
streetscape in the CBD, which included:• Some of the streets, in particular the service lane behind Woolworths, and
other intersections with Darling Street were in a very poor state of repair with
large pot holes and disintegrating surfaces.
• Graffiti and posters – not removed often or quickly enough
• Excessive, often unnecessary signage, such as the plethora of 40 kilometre
signs in Darling Street, Rozelle and the lack of signs indicating parking areas
• Footpaths in places are badly damaged, not returned to good order after utility
works and not cleaned often enough
• Lack of bins in some areas
• Lack of consultation with local businesses regarding upgrade projects such as
Gladstone Park & Rozelle Plaza.
• Awnings and some building facades in poor condition
• Council was too slow in responding to requests for action to fix problems
Recommendations
The High Street Task Force recommended that a comprehensive audit be
undertaken of the streetscape in Darling Street. In order to maximise the
effectiveness of the audit it was decided that the EDO would walk the full length of
Darling Street and be accompanied by designated business operators for identified
sections of the street. This provided the EDO with the benefit of the in depth
knowledge of local business operators of the problems they see and encounter on a
daily basis.
A comprehensive list of the street walk findings was forwarded to the appropriate
LMC section along with a recommendation that LMC seriously consider putting in
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place a rapid response team with a clear communication channel with the local
businesses and Chamber.
Actions to Date
LMC responded to the recommendations as follows;
1) Businesses should lodge complaints through Council’s Citizen’s Service
Centre Number and note the reference number provided which will then be
used to track Council’s response
2) Removal of illegal posters will take place two times per week
3) A staff member from Council’s Works Section will attend every third Task
Force Meeting for the purpose of monitoring actions
4) A staff member from Council’s Works Section will participate in street walk
inspections once every three months with nominated business operators.
5) Gladstone Park Works to progress on the indicated time lines
6) Rozelle School Works to progress on the indicated time lines
7) Other matters raised will be dealt with as shown in the Service Standards for
High Streets Information Sheet (a laminated copy is available for all business
operators)
8) Substantial roadway and footpath resurfacing to take place as per Council’s
Schedule of Works
9) To assist businesses with mainstreet maintenance issues, an A5 service
commitment brochure was prepared and distributed to every High St
business.
The next street walk is now due and will be organised by LMC with the local
businesses through the Chamber.
The Chamber has indicated that it will continue to press for a designated rapid
response team.
Loss of Identity & Lack of Future Vision
The High Street Task Force recognised that Balmain/Rozelle needs to redefine itself
and move beyond the identity as “Tiger Territory”. It needs to find its current identity
and unique selling points and it was suggested this would best be achieved through
a place making process.
The Chamber representatives indicated that they had been working on their own
high street rejuvenation for some time and felt it needed to be independent of the
Task Force. It was agreed that the Chamber would report on progress to the Task
Force and seek assistance from the ED Unit should it be required. The Chamber
indicated it will conduct a series of workshops relating to High Street Revitalisation
and collective marketing/promotions.
Recommendations
It was agreed that LMC investigate professional assistance to develop a Place
Making strategy for Balmain/Rozelle which will feed into LMC’s Employment &
Economic Development Strategy.
The Place Making strategy should lead to the development of a future vision for
Balmain/Rozelle that has the imprimatur of business operators and residents.
In order to have an immediate impact the Task Force, supported by the Chamber,
would like to see a proactive billboard campaign used on Victoria Road to project the
desired Balmain/Rozelle image/brand. Victoria Road has been identified as the
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gateway to Balmain/Rozelle and as such should present a more pleasant first
impression and play a much greater part in setting the tone of the area.
The Task Force felt it was important that Place Making take into account and
address possible changes to the retail mix, including potential incentives to achieve
the right mix (reduced fees, rates options)
Actions to Date
1) LMC has engaged a consultant to run an initial workshop on Place Making to
be held on 30 July 2012. Business have been encouraged to attend so that
they can gain hands on experience on how they can assist in the process of
creating more vibrant business precincts.
2) LMC presented on the opportunities for businesses to leverage off
community/cultural events by either partnering or participating in the Gallery
Trail, Sight & Sound, and Music/Theatre in the Park
3) LMC has undertaken to be mindful of the need to promote the
Balmain/Rozelle CBD as part of its gateway public art program.
4) LMC has approved Chamber requested funding for the Rozelle Fest ($5000),
Social Media Campaign ($30,000) and the Variety Club Bash ($8,000).
Planning & Development
The Task Force felt there needed to be more consideration given to balancing the
needs of residential development with the preservation of commercial land for future
opportunities. This concern was linked to the need to maintain and grow ‘day’ trading
as it was agreed there is a marked drop in lunch time trade and a significant increase
in night trading, especially in relation to cafes and restaurants. The consensus was
that more office/commercial developments on lands zoned for these purposes would
see an increase in workers who shopped locally throughout the day.
It was generally agreed that LMC could improve the capabilities of staff dealing with
commercial development applications.
Property owners agreed that the floor space ratios currently in place are a
disincentive to any developer considering a project in Balmain/Rozelle. In particular it
was agreed that no development of any consequence, which would add to its
attractiveness as a gateway, would take place in Victoria Road until this aspect was
reviewed and substantially overhauled to attract the right kind of development.
Recommendations
The Task Force recommended that some thought be given to creating incentives
that would attract suitable commercial development to the Balmain/Rozelle area that
would bolster the daytime trading.
LMC should have more suitable trained staff who can handle commercial
development applications.
LMC should have officers located in the Balmain Town Hall who can assist with
general business enquiries.
LMC should run an agreed number of Planning Issues for Local Businesses
presentations in a format suitable to businesses which would be delivered
throughout the year.
General problems with the processing of business Development Applications need to
be addressed.
LMC should run a forum on the night economy for all businesses in the LGA
including feedback on the City of Sydney experience and feasibility of a trial period
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Actions to Date

1) Council staff attended a Task Force meeting specifically to address
commercial development application concerns
2) LMC has agreed to run information sessions regarding commercial
development applications in a format suitable to the Chamber
3) LMC agreed to increasing awareness of requirements for commercial
development applications through briefings / publications with a Q & A page to
be developed for Council’s web site.
4) Council is working on having a person located at the Balmain Town Hall to
assist with commercial enquiries (possibly an advertised roster)
5) LMC indicated that local businesses would be included in any further
consultation regarding the proposed Cruise Ship Terminal
6) The new LEP and DCP will consider future planning issues including those as
raised by the Taskforce.
Events & Promotions
The Task Force understands that future events and promotions, through the
adoption of the place making model, will need to take an holistic approach to realise
the aspirations of Council, businesses, residents and visitors. There was a concern
that business is not involved enough at the planning stage of council events to be in
a position time wise to take full advantage of being more involved.
Some members of the Task Force indicated that Darling Street needed to be
segmented into smaller units for the purpose of putting on more structured and site
specific promotional events.
It was a real concern to businesses that public transport was so poor after hours and
acted as a detractor for those who use public transport to travel out of the area after
night activities or special events.
Recommendations
The Task Force recommended that through the Chamber events and promotions be
integrated with the rejuvenation process as an opportunity to lead change.
There must be an Action Plan for each event and promotion including detail of
participants, timing, budget, outcomes and key performance indicators associated
with the place making strategy.
It was agreed that there should be greater input into local public transport services
including the promotion of public transport alternatives. A local shuttle bus service
utilising advertising opportunities should be investigated to cover the lack of suitable
sized transport, running on a regular basis to cater for late night travel by locals and
visitors.
It was suggested that there should be the inclusion of a Banner Project whereby
significant dates and events are clearly evidenced using themed banners on
buildings and across Darling Street.
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Actions to Date
1) The Chamber has agreed to meet with LMC to discuss their budget for
2012/13 and how it can best comply with these recommendations
2) The EDO facilitated a workshop for a group of Rozelle businesses which led
to the Rozelle Festival (a combination of Christmas in July and a Beanie
Festival). Over 50 local businesses committed money and time to this festival
which adopted the Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre as its social partner and
proactively involved the local primary school children. This is a great example
of a cost effective, whole of community event with measurable quantitative
and qualitative outcomes.
3) Banners were used for the Rozelle Festival with Council contributing in kind
by waiving the usual fees
4) Council accepted the challenge of the Rozelle businesses by matching their
raised funds with a dollar for dollar grant of $5,000
5) In addition Council agreed to allocate $30,000 from the 2011/12 promotions
budget for the Chambers Social Media Campaign and a further $8000 for the
Variey Club Bash event.
Business Skills Development
The Task Force members, in particular those who are also Chamber members,
agreed it was very important to encourage and reflect partnerships designed to
assist businesses with the adoption of new technology (e.g. ecommerce, social
media), business skills, visual marketing and the maximisation of benefits to their
business through better engagement with community events.
The Task Force also agreed that the Chamber was best placed to work with the
EDO to attract suitable courses/workshops/seminars using cost effective
partnerships.
Recommendations
It was recommended that the Chamber and EDO look to implement suitable training
in areas where skills shortages exist or where skills need to be updated.
Actions to Date
1) The EDO has organised for the Inner West Small Business Expo, a joint
initiative of the six Sydney Inner West Councils – Ashfield, Burwood, City of
Canada Bay, Leichhardt, Marrickville and Strathfield, to take place at Le
Montage, Lilyfield in August 2012. This is a wonderful opportunity for local
businesses to participate in an event providing up to date information from
respected experts on customer service, sales, ecommerce including sales
through social media, and a hear a report on the economic outlook for the
next 12 months from CommSec.
2) The EDO has obtained agreement from the Sydney Business Enterprise
Centre to deliver free workshops provided the Chamber can supply a venue
and the interested businesses.
3) The EDO has asked the Westpac Bank to contact the Chamber with a view to
setting up training/networking opportunities similar to those in other local
government areas
Summary
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Despite the fact that parking and parking meters took a high profile, the Balmain
Rozelle High Street Task Force did well in addressing what it could do well right now
with existing resources and some assistance from LMC and identified place making
as the way forward in developing a vision and overall strategy for the
Balmain/Rozelle CBD.
The street walks returned positive results and should continue to do so. The Rozelle
Festival is an excellent example of a cost effective partnership able to deliver a
business promotion with a great sense of community inclusiveness.
The street walks, confirmed by independent consultants, indicated that vacancy
rates of 4% on the Balmain/Rozelle High Street (6% with the inclusion of over shop
and alleyway offices) are amongst the lowest in Australia and within commercially
acceptable margins.
Leichhardt Annandale High Street Task Force
Identified Issues, Recommendations & Actions
Parking
The Leichhardt/Annandale High Street Task Force was able to quickly recap parking
and traffic problems in Annandale/Leichhardt. The possibility of a free period on all
meters was discussed with 15 minutes being considered too short and 30 minutes
preferred. More off street parking was identified as needed.
The Chamber members suggested that minor changes to parking could be a good
way to obtain buy in as it is high in the minds of most businesses whether concerns
are warranted or not. A change here could increase buy in from businesses that
need the Chamber and/or Council to demonstrate that change can happen for the
better.
Generally agreed it is not that difficult to access Norton Street and that people were
prepared to accept things the way they are if the product is good. It was suggested
the drop off in patronage in some areas was a result of a drop in quality.
The Task Force agreed that parking meters should cease operation after 8.00 pm
and not 10.00 pm as is currently the case.
Alternative modes of transport were discussed with comment being made that
residents and businesses alike were looking forward to the light rail.
The Task Force also considered the use of mobile telephone applications that could
direct customers to vacant spaces and in this regard a presentation was made by the
firm that developed an application for Lane Cove Alive. The manager of Norton
Street Plaza also indicated that sensors were being used in another centre managed
by him to manage car parking.
In relation to businesses on or close to Parramatta Road there was agreement that a
better system of business permits was required.
The businesses on Parramatta Road agreed that without proper space marking
parking was being lost to inconsiderate motorists taking up too much room.
Recommendations
The Task Force recommended that there should be 15 to 30 minutes free parking on
all parking meters and that they cease to operate at 8.00pm.
The Task Force was of the opinion that parking could be managed with minor
changes and that the money could be spent better than on the use of in ground
sensors.
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The Italian Forum should be approached to reach agreement on lower parking prices
as it was generally considered to be too expensive and the charges constantly on
the rise.
LMC review the business parking permit system for Leichhardt/Annandale
businesses.
Parking spaces on Parramatta Road to be marked to maximise use of existing kerb
space.
Actions to Date
1) Investigations into sensors both in and above ground indicated a low
cost/benefit ratio.
2) Mobile telephone applications were investigated and they are dropping
dramatically in price. EDO to monitor implementation and results in other local
government areas and report to the Task Force.
3) Presentation by Lane Cove Alive developers in relation to integration of
Chamber web site and mobile telephone applications
4) The current parking survey will look at the free parking and time change
proposals.
Infrastructure/Streetscape Issues
The EDO conducted street walking audits for Johnson Street Annandale, Booth
Street Annandale, Norton Street Leichhardt and Parramatta Road Annandale &
Leichhardt. With the exception of Parramatta Road the businesses had only very
minor concerns with the streetscape and were by and large very pleased with the
way they are presented and maintained by LMC.
There is a group of businesses who feel that the empty dining platforms in the
section of Norton Street down from Wetherill Street serve little or no purpose and in
fact where once patrons could park and dash in to grab a take away coffee this is no
longer possible with the loss of trade outweighing the value of the car spaces as
dining platforms.
The businesses in Parramatta Road were unanimous in their belief that Parramatta
Road has been abandoned by not only by LMC but also every other government
authority as a type of no man’s land lacking ownership and commitment.
As a result of the joint Leichhardt/Marrickville Parramatta Road Forum a further
street walk was conducted with the assistance of local business operators to
complete as many survey forms as possible relating to what needs to be done to
improve the area and set some priorities.
Recommendations
It was agreed that, as the Norton Street boom as a dining destination is declining,
the dining platforms near the Norton/Wetherill Streets intersection be removed to
cater for more parking and the opportunity to diversify the retail mix.
In relation to Parramatta Road it was recommended;
Short Term
Highest priority was given to provision of suitable parking permits for businesses,
upgrade of awnings and facades, review of planning controls, faster removal of
posters and graffiti, more regular and improved cleaning of footpaths, upgrading of
footpaths, line marking for parking (thoughtless drivers taking up two or three spaces
through poor parking), bins near food outlets, provision of additional side/back street
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parking by using more angle parking and better signage. In relation to all matters
relating to streetscaping it was stressed that it should be consistent on both sides of
the road.

Medium Term
Local and State governments should budget to replace the existing Parramatta Rd
concrete (temporary) barriers with something more aesthetically pleasing without
comprising safety. Leichhardt businesses like the ‘white’ lights on the Marrickville
side and would like these to be used consistently on both sides of the road.
Businesses also requested the consistent use of planter boxes on both sides of the
road with the possibility of tree plantings being investigated.

Long Term
Localised flooding of the roadway is something that businesses would like to see
remedied in time. It was also appreciated that transport alternatives such as light rail
or trams would require a substantial investment and some time to implement as they
would be part of a larger system for a larger section of Parramatta Road.
The local businesses are seeking consensus from both Councils to commit to the
following:

A. The development of a Master Plan for the Leichhardt/Marrickville Parramatta
Road corridor which would incorporate the recommendations of the business
survey including a time line for implementation commencing in the 2012/13
financial year.
B. Both Councils commit to commencing a positive dialogue with Planning NSW and
any other related authority to expedite a review of the planning controls for the
Leichhardt/Marrickville Parramatta Road corridor to enable it to realise its
potential as a transport oriented destination (TOD).
Actions to Date
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

The joint Council Parramatta Road Forum
Parramatta Road survey
Presentation by LMC on future works and scheduling of those works
Presentation by Roads & Maritime Services
Mainstreet footpath upgrades at Parramatta Road ($100,000) Johnston Street
and major stormwater works to address local flooding around Parramatta
Road (Annandale to Young) – fully RTA with Council funds of $150,000 for
mainstreet upgrades at this location
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Loss of Identity & Lack of Future Vision
It was agreed by the members of the Task Force after listening to a short
presentation from the Leichhardt/Annandale Chamber of Commerce that the vision
of Leichhardt as “Little Italy – with a Twist” has stalled. This was an attempt by the
Chamber to rejuvenate the image of Leichhardt through its Italian heritage. It was
noted that out of a sample of four of the most recently established food outlets in
Norton Street one was offering Brazilian cuisine, two Japanese, and one Thai. The
Task Force agreed that there was an urgent need to rebrand and promote Norton
Street as more than just Italian or Mediterranean cuisine.
The businesses from the Annandale Village were very happy with their local village
image and atmosphere.
Businesses on Parramatta Road liked previous suggestions aimed at recapturing the
strips former Main Street feel through appropriate urban design and development.
The Task Force was briefed on the upcoming place making workshop and what the
principles of place making could do to help businesses create a new or revised
vision for Leichhardt/Annandale and agreed to support the workshop.
Recommendations
The Task Force agreed that the state of Parramatta Road is a waste of a very
valuable marketing asset. The exposure to tens of thousands of road users every
week needs to be converted into a positive message for the Inner West,
predominantly Leichhardt and Marrickville. The Task Force recommends that the
road be utilised as an “interest capture point” where an attractive streetscape
containing a revitalised mix of business and residential provides signage indicating
the proximity of dining precincts and other clusters such as those businesses
catering for weddings.
The Task Force would like to see place making used as a comprehensive tool to
support the LMC’s Employment & Economic Development Strategy.
The EDO should continue working with the Chamber and the Task Force to help
create an acceptable vision for the future.
Actions to Date
1) The Place Marking Workshop has been scheduled for 30 July 2012
2) The EDO has had discussions with the coordinator of the Chamber about the
importance of ensuring that the activities of the Chamber in 2012/13 and
beyond support the broader vision established for the whole community
3) EDO attended a forum organised by Urban Taskforce Australia which was
targeting the revitalisation of the whole of Parramatta Road
Planning & Development
The members of the Task Force agreed that the current LMC LEP and DCP need to
be updated to reflect current needs.
The Task Force saw industry clustering as a good thing with a number of industries
being identified; wedding outfitters, food, creative industries, and health & well being.
It was also felt that organisations operating out of the new cultural centre may also
be able to form an interesting collective.
Businesses that have just located to the area or are considering setting up indicated
that s.94 contributions in Leichhardt are very high.
Members of the Chamber also pointed out problems with obtaining development
applications for things as simple as flower hanging baskets, stating that there needs
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to be needs to be greater flexibility when assessing the value and impact of such
applications. It was noted by the Task Force that if place making is to succeed it
cannot be stone walled by unnecessary red tape and process. The Task Force see
place making as a change agent and driver for a smoother flow of applications and
approvals.
Group agreed that the anti-busking policy in Leichhardt ran against the trend in the
Inner West which is to encourage these activities as a form of entertainment and
customer attraction. A busking festival was suggested.
Felt that the Italian Forum is a problem because of its failure to interact at the
required level.
Illegal brothels appear to be exploiting a loop hole by starting off as “normal”
massage parlours then moving into prostitution, which results in fines only for breach
of the original DA approval but not the closure of the illegal business.
Recommendations
The Task Force recommended a review of the current LEP and DCP to make
location in Leichhardt more attractive.
The anti-busking policy should be abolished and celebrated with a busking festival.
Place making should make it easier to undertake small improvement projects.
The Task Force recommended that an approach be made at a higher level to try and
understand the Italian Forum’s position and how it can be better integrated into the
fabric of the local community.
The EDO should continue to work with the Chamber to promote and strengthen the
industry clusters that are vital to certain sections of the Norton Street CBD and
Parramatta Road.
Actions to Date
1) LMC presented on s94 contributions so they were better understood
2) LMC agreed to look at red tape reduction in relation to development
applications
3) The new LEP and DCP would consider the planning issues raised.
Events & Promotions
The Chamber advised the Task Force that the new Locality Guide was seen as a
project that could also be used effectively to create early gains by attracting more
people into Leichhardt. It was suggested that greater use of emerging technology
such as mobile phone applications be incorporated into future promotions.
It was also agreed that the village website needed to be resurrected as an effective
tool to communicate messages and act as an information hub.
Markets were discussed and considered to be something that residents and
businesses would support but it was also noted markets were still lacking the level of
support from businesses critical to success in the centre of the CBD.
The Task Force was concerned that Leichhardt’s reliance on the Festa as a
marquee event is a very big risk and that there needs to be more accurate
measurement of its value to the Leichhardt economy rather its value as a peripheral
Sydney event.
Concern was expressed that the old community spirit engendered by the early
residents which was such an important driver of local events is being seriously
eroded by lack of inclusiveness for all family members, in particular children and the
elderly.
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Recommendations
It was recommended that the EDO work with the Chamber coordinator to minimise
the risk factors associated with the Festa and the development new events which
satisfy LMC’s whole of community approach.
The EDO should work with the Chamber coordinator and share ideas about what
makes an effective web site including the incorporation of ecommerce and social
media.
The Chamber coordinator work with LMC to develop suitable events and promotions
which Council will be prepared to fund out of the economic development budget for
2012/13.
A survey and residents and customers should be undertaken to ascertain buying and
business environment preferences, that is, there is a need to understand what the
consumer is looking for and then compare that to what is currently being delivered by
local business.
Action to Date
1) The EDO has had preliminary discussions with the Chamber coordinator in
relation to all recommendations and both will be meeting with LMC shortly to
agree on activities and budget for 2012/13.
2) The EDO is working with the Chamber and the Task Force on preparations to
undertake a customer needs survey
Business Skills Development
The businesses attending the Task Force meetings agreed there was a need to lead
a shift in business culture especially in relation to social media and marketing. It was
recognised that too many businesses were still doing business the way their
predecessors did over twenty years ago. Individual businesses shared with the Task
Force how on line technology and ecommerce was not only helping their businesses
but often formed the basis for business growth.
The Task Force agreed with the Chamber that there is a need to create a more
compelling value proposition to obtain buy in and engagement from businesses
generally. It was acknowledged that the businesses that don’t need up-skilling are
the ones attending Chamber initiatives to better inform about training opportunities or
acquire information.
Recommendations
The Task Force saw the Chamber as a driver to encourage businesses to acquire
new skills and that this could possibly be achieved more effectively by partnering
with government agencies and organisations funded to deliver these skills.
It was recognised that many of the older businesses were very set in their ways and
that the EDO should work with LMC and the Chamber to find ways of assisting with
change management especially where language is a barrier.
Action to Date
1) EDO is encouraging attendance at the Inner West Small Business Expo in
August 2012 as it will be covering many of the identified skills problems with
the added advantage of sharing experiences and networking with other small
business operators.
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2) EDO is in discussion with TAFE Petersham to arrange for the use of their
training rooms during down times to run hands on multi-media workshops for
businesses in the Leichhardt and Marrickville LGAs.
Summary
The major frustration of Leichhardt / Annandale Taskforce and Chamber members
was the inexorable loss of their identity and little or no vision for the future. One of
the major achievements of the Task Force has been the delivery of an effective wake
up call for both Norton Street and Parramatta Road. There is a new sense of
optimism and direction which is fuelled by the fact that it is not necessary to spend
vast amounts to create artificial economic environments. The Task Force is working
well as a change agent and with the promise of place making as a key driver of
LMC’s Employment & Economic Development Strategy this is enabling businesses
to have real confidence that Leichhardt can recapture its former glory and continue
to reinvent its sustainable competitive advantage as needs be.
Conclusion
The Task Forces have taken some time to identify possible solutions to issues raised
that will make a sustainable difference. There is now recognition that it is essential to
have many smaller projects ticking over where the gains have a rewarding
cumulative effect while chipping away at the bigger seemingly insurmountable
issues. The Rozelle Festival provides clear proof of the value of external professional
facilitation which will need to be the forte of the incoming EDO. The Rozelle
businesses have also risen to the Task Force’s initial challenge, which was, “small
deeds done are better than big plans made.”
Leichhardt has in its major business precincts all of the essential elements to
continue to be a very strong local economy. This should easily be achieved by all
parties “moving with the times” and working positively together.
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LEICHHARDT MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

REPORT
DIVISION:

ENVIRONMENTAL AND COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT

SUBJECT:

ITEM 12B CALLAN PARK – SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT
GLOVER STREET AND BALMAIN ROAD SPORTING
GROUNDS - EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST PROCESS

AUTHOR:

AARON CALLAGHAN
SENIOR PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLANNER

FILE REF:
DATE:

20 July 2012

WORD PROCESSING REF:
DIRECTOR’S SUMMARY - ORGANISATIONAL IMPLICATIONS
Financial Implications:

Ongoing administration and maintenance costs
associated with new sporting ground
management. Additional fees and charges for
sporting ground use.

Policy Implications:

Expressions of Interest Process to be undertaken
in relation to the Balmain Road sporting ground.

Strategic Plan Objective:

Community well-being
Accessibility
Sustainable Services & Assets
Place where we live and work

Staffing Implications:

Additional open space management for Parks ISD
and Strategic Parks Planning.

Notifications:

Local residents, Park Users, Sydney Harbour
Foreshore Authority

Other Implications:

None at this stage.
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1.0

Purpose of Report

To inform Councillors of the:
•
•
•

outcomes of the additional consultation with sporting clubs in relation to the
Expressions of Interest process (EOI) for Callan Park
updated information from sporting clubs on player numbers within the Leichhardt LGA.
outcomes of the playing pitch partnership meeting which was held on the 19th July
2012.

To recommend to Council the adoption of officer recommendations as previously contained
in the report submitted to Council in June 2012 (Attachment A).
2.0

Recommendations
That Council:
1. Thank all sporting clubs and organisations which have submitted expressions of
interest and proposed uses for the Balmain Road and Glover Street sporting
grounds (Attachments 3 and 4).
2. Note that the demand for sporting use of the Glover Street and Balmain Road
sporting grounds far out exceeds the open space available for recreational
access and use.
3. In relation to the Glover Street Sporting Ground permit Balmain & District FC
winter seasonal use of the Glover Street Sporting Grounds (2 full sized grounds)
in 2013.
4. Support the relocation of the West Boomers Baseball Club from Blackmore Park,
and allow winter use (alternate Sunday games) and full summer seasonal use of
the Glover Street Sporting ground once established by the West Boomers
Baseball Club. Council note that this will allow the development of junior cricket
facilities at Blackmore Park in the summer season.
5. Subject to the successful relocation of baseball from Blackmore Park Council
permit Balmain Sydney Tigers Cricket Club to develop an artificial cricket wicket
and cricket nets at Blackmore Park to facilitate additional cricket facilities within
the Leichhardt LGA.
6. Note that officers are currently working with the Balmain Sydney Tigers Cricket
club to improve access and summer use of Easton Park for senior cricket.
7. Relocate Balmain & District FC current football (soccer) activities from Birchgrove
Oval at the conclusion of the 2012 winter sporting season and permit NSW/ACT
AFL and the Balmain Dockers to promote a new sporting activity (within the local
government area) at Birchgrove Oval which will facilitate junior AFL competition
within the LGA.
8. Note that the future use of Birchgrove Oval is subject to the condition that there is
no intensification of the current winter use.
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9. Support the relocation of APIA Leichhardt Tigers FC from Leichhardt Oval 2 to
use of the Balmain Road Sporting Ground with Leichhardt Saints FC (1 full sized
sporting ground) once established.
10. Address the growing needs of Rugby Union and relocate Balmain Rugby from
Leichhardt Oval 3 and Blackmore Park to Leichhardt Number 2 for training and
games. (Leichhardt Number 2 to be shared with Balmain Tigers Rugby League).
11. Permit use of the Balmain Road Sporting Ground for six aside soccer (summer
seasonal use) and relocate the current men’s six aside soccer competition at
Leichhardt Oval 3 to the Balmain Road sporting ground once established.
12. Pending the establishment of the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust, Council
recognise the need for interim storage facilities at both the Glover Street sporting
ground and the Balmain Road Sporting Ground. Council note the longer term the
need for a meeting room to support baseball and football (soccer) use and that
Council work with SHFA to secure short term access to buildings B504 and B704
on the understanding that such access be on a temporary basis until such time
as the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust is established.
13. Pending the establishment of the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust, Council
adopt companion animal restrictions for the Glover Street and Balmain Road
Sporting Grounds regulating these areas as on leash areas when sporting
activities (including sports training) are taking place and weekends. All other
times off leash provisions will apply. That such arrangements are also discussed
with SHFA.
14. Pending the establishment of the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust, Council
note that future opportunities exist to relocate all football (soccer) activities from
Birchgrove Oval subject to future sports training lighting improvements to the
Waterfront Drive sporting grounds and the management of this ground by either
Council or the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust.
15. Council note that all sporting clubs allocated sporting ground allocations at Callan
will still have to apply to Council on a seasonal basis for the use sporting Grounds
for training and game allocation. Allocations may change from season to season
until such time as the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust is established.
3.0

Report

3.1

Background
June Ordinary Council meeting

At the June 2012 Council meeting Council resolved to defer consideration of the Expression
of Interest process for the Glover Street and Balmain Road Playing fields until the July 2012
Ordinary Council meeting. In deferring consideration Council resolved that:

1.

That Council endorse the principles of:
i.

a fair sharing of sporting fields with all the codes, local clubs and local
residents;
ii. sporting fields are not allocated exclusively to one code or one club;
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iii. priority is given to local clubs with local members and as such clubs are
required to provide certified evidence of the resident status details of their
members;
iv. the history of local sporting fields such as Birchgrove Oval, Balmain Rd,
Lambert Park and local sporting clubs is documented and made available on
council’s website;
v. the NRL plaque in Birchgrove Oval is restored.
2.

The decision regarding allocation of additional hours on the three new sporting
fields in Callan Park (Item 15) be deferred to the July Ordinary meeting to allow
a meeting of the Playing Pitch Partnership on July 19th with Councillors to go
over proposed arrangements and raise any concerns or issues with staff and
Councillors.

3.

Council call for submissions to the proposed EOI from the community and the
local clubs and a supplementary report incorporating submissions and the
outcomes of the meeting on the 19th July 2012 be reported to the July Ordinary
meeting.

4.

Council write to the Australian Rugby League Commission seeking a
partnership with Council to further strengthen the relationship between Rugby
League and Birchgrove Oval. This partnership could include financial and
logistical support from the Commission for:
- Annual rugby league, touch football or Oz Tag tournaments for local schools
- Educational, health and personal development programs for local schools to
be hosted at the ground
- The allocation of senior football games to be played at Birchgrove Oval to
celebrate the grounds heritage
- Other programs and events identified by the Commission in consultation with
Council

5.

That Council consults with the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, Balmain
and District Football Club, Friends of Callan Park, the Balmain Sydney Tigers
Football Club and the wider community on the installation of lights and
refurbishment at Waterfront Oval.
That this comprehensive community consultation include distribution of the
proposal with information to residents and an invitation to make a submission,
and on site information session and a public meeting. That the results of this
community consultation be brought back with a recommendation to include/not
include lights.
REFER C69/12

3.2

Additional Consultation and Information

3.2.1 Submissions on the EOI Process
In accordance with the Council resolution (C69/12) Council officers wrote to each of
the sporting clubs which submitted expressions of interest for the use of the Glover
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Street playing fields and the Balmain Road playing fields. Submissions were also
invited from the public in relation to the proposed use of the Glover Street and
Balmain Road Playing fields.
The submission process ran through to the 19th of July 2012.
submissions were received (refer to Attachment B).

A total of 14

Please note: For privacy purposes the names and address of submitters has been
removed from the attachment.
3.2

Resident Status Details

In accordance with the Council resolution (C69/12) Council officers requesting that
each club provide certified evidence of the resident status details of their members
(refer to Attachment C).
Table 1 below provides Council with information regarding sporting club membership
within the Leichhardt LGA for those clubs which submitted an EOI for access to the
Glover Street and Balmain Road sporting fields.
Table 1

Resident status of Local Sporting Club Player Numbers
Sporting Club

APIA Leichhardt
Tigers FC
Leichhardt Saints FC
Balmain & District FC
NSW / ACT AFL
Balmain Rugby
(includes Juniors)
Balmain Sydney Tigers
Cricket Club
Wests Boomers
Baseball Club

3.3

Sporting Code

Football (soccer)
Football (soccer)
AFL
Rugby Union

# of players based in
Leichhardt LGA
na
(did not submit an EOI)
554
1248
238
336

Cricket

221

Baseball

72

Football (soccer)

Special Playing Pitch Partnership Meeting

In accordance with the Council resolution (C69/12), a special Playing Pitch
Partnership meeting be held with all sporting bodies to discuss the EOI process and
the Council officers’ report. The meeting was held on Thursday 19th July at 6:30pm
Sporting Clubs were restricted to 2 representatives per club and the following Clubs
attended:
• AFL NSW/ACT
• APIA Leichhardt Tigers FC
• Balmain & District FC
• Balmain & District Junior Rugby League
• Balmain PCYC
• Balmain Rugby Club (Rugby Union)
• Balmain Sydney Tigers Cricket Club
• Balmain Tigers FC
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•
•
•
•
•

Leichhardt Juniors (Rugby League)
Leichhardt Saints FC
Leichhardt Wanderers
Wests Boomers Baseball Club
Balmain Tigers Rugby League Club

The meeting was chaired by the Mayor Rochelle Porteous. Other Councillors in
attendance included Councillor Stamolis, Councillor Byrne, Councillor Mckenzie,
Councillor Kogoy, and Councillor Byrne.
A presentation on the EOI process and the recommendations currently before
Council was presented by Council’s Senior Parks and Open Space Planner – Refer
Attachment D. Clubs were then provided with and opportunity to ask questions and
seek clarification.
Following the conclusion of the presentation and the clarification of issues club
representatives were requested to provide feedback on the proposed
recommendations. In providing their feedback club reprehensive were requested to
address the following points:
•
•
•

What do you think of the EOI recommendations
Would you do anything different ?
What impact would your recommendations have on other clubs?

Table 2 below summarises the responses from each club:
Table 2 - Club Responses to Questions on the EOI Process
Sporting Club

AFL NSW/ACT
(Submitted an
EOI)

Question 1

Question 2

Question 3

What do you think of the
EOI recommendations ?

Would you do
anything differently ?

What impact of
doing anything
differently would
have on other
sporting clubs ?

Support the
recommendations before
Council. The
recommendation allows AFL
to develop its sporting profile
within the Leichhardt LGA.
AFL originally applied for the
Glover Street Playing fields,
not Birchgrove Park.

APIA Leichhardt
Tigers FC

Support the recommendation
and acknowledge that clubs
need to work together given
the shortage of playing
facilities within the Leichhardt
LGA. Happy to relocate to
Balmain Road to allow Rugby
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Union to develop on
Leichhardt 2.

Balmain and
District Football
Club (Submitted
an EOI)

Balmain and
District Junior
Rugby League

Balmain Junior
Rugby (union)
(Submitted and
EOI)
Balmain Rugby
(union) (Submitted
and EOI)
Balmain Sydney
Tigers Cricket
Club (Submitted
and EOI)

Balmain Tigers FC

Do not support the
recommendation. BDFC is
the largest football club in the
Leichhardt area. Our local
members namely parents and
women members want to
maintain access to
Birchgrove Park.
Provided fully audited
numbers of club players and
requested that other clubs
should also be required to do
this.
Balmain Tigers Rugby
League Football club spoke
on behalf of Balmain Juniors.
Do not support current
proposal- no increase for
rugby league. There has
been a 66% increase in
partipation in rugby league
over the last 5 years.
Support the proposal. It’s a
win win for everyone and
Council has worked hard to
come up with a fair result for
all sporting clubs.
Support the proposal room to
grow for the club. Council
officers have achieved a good
result from a difficult process.
Support the proposal in
principal. Acknowledge the
club did not submit an
expression of interest
application for Glover Street.
Requests that Council fast
track improvements at Easton
Park including removal of the
fence and its replacement
and expansion with a picket
fence. This will help facilitate
senior cricket and at
Blackmore Park for cricket
and cricket nets. Longer term
improvements to Waterfront
Drive are also required
including the
development/provision of a
turf wicket.
Did not support proposal. Our
club is also growing in

Re-examine
opportunities for AFL
at Glover Street
Playing Fields

Did not comment on
impacts on other
clubs

AFL should go
elsewhere.

Did not comment on
impacts on other
clubs

Acknowledge the
difficulties of the
project.

Support Balmain and
District Football Club
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numbers and will have double
the teams next year. This will
be problematic in the sense
that there are not enough
grounds available.
Balmain
Wanderers

Support the proposal in full.
Council has managed a very
difficult process.

Leichhardt Saints
Football Club
(Submitted an
EOI)

Support the process and the
recommendations. The
consolidation of specific
sports makes sense and we
are more than satisfied with
the allocation for our club to
utilise Balmain Road.
A good result for all clubs we have to share and work
together which is something
our club has done for many
years at Blackmore Park.
Support the proposal and
support relocating Baseball to
the Glover Street Playing
fields and the development of
cricket facilities at Blackmore
Park. Note that our club is at
the maximum level in terms of
playing numbers and we
accept that.
Support the process. The
process has been
transparent, excellent and
fair. Our club has decreased
in numbers because of the
inability to grow and develop
our sport. The club has
shared Blackmore for many
years with rugby league and
worked closely with Council in
the must planning process for
Callan Park having attended
the majority of workshop
events. Relocating to Glover
Street will enable our sport to
grow and provide another
opportunity for local residents
to participate in a range of
sporting activities.

Leichhardt
Wanderers

West Boomers
Baseball Club
(Submitted an
EOI)

5.0

staying at Birchgrove
Park.

clubs

Conclusions

Additional information and consultation with sporting bodies and the community to
support the EOI process for Callan Park has been undertaken in accordance with the
Council resolutions (C69/12).
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Submissions received from the public on the EOI process were largely supportive of
baseball activities moving forward at the Glover Street Playing field as well as AFL
taking place at Birchgrove Park.
The holding of a special playing pitch partnership meeting was useful in clarifying the
EOI process as well as providing a forum for sporting bodies to discuss the ongoing
needs and express their views on the EOI process and importantly sport and
recreation provision within the local government area. The majority of sporting
bodies present at the special pitch partnership meeting support the
recommendations of Council officers and have acknowledged the difficulty of the
process at hand. The majority of clubs also recognise the shortage in recreational
facilities and the deficiencies in recreational provision. The need to share facilities
and work together in promoting sporting activities as well as advocating for improved
open space provision was also a key issue promoted at the special pitch partnership
meeting.
The recommendations which have been presented to Council mirror those of the
original and deferred Council report which was submitted to Council at the June
2012 Ordinary Council meeting (Attachment A). For the purposes of clarity these
recommendations have been included as part of this report.
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ATTACHMENT A
LEICHHARDT MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

REPORT
DIVISION:

ENVIRONMENTAL AND COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT

SUBJECT:

CALLAN PARK - GLOVER STREET AND BALMAIN ROAD
SPORTING GROUNDS - EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
PROCESS

AUTHOR:

AARON CALLAGHAN
SENIOR PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLANNER

FILE REF:
DATE:

8 June 2012

WORD PROCESSING REF:
DIRECTOR’S SUMMARY - ORGANISATIONAL IMPLICATIONS
Financial Implications:

Ongoing administration and maintenance costs
associated with new sporting ground
management. Additional fees and charges for
sporting ground use.

Policy Implications:

Expressions of Interest Process to be undertaken
in relation to the Balmain Road sporting ground.

Strategic Plan Objective:

Community well-being
Accessibility
Sustainable Services & Assets
Place where we live and work

Staffing Implications:

Additional open space management for Parks ISD
and Strategic Parks Planning.

Notifications:

Local residents, Park Users, Sydney Harbour
Foreshore Authority

Other Implications:

None at this stage.
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1.0

Purpose of Report
To inform Councillors of the outcomes of the expressions of interest process, for the
future use of the Glover Street and Balmain Road Sporting Grounds.
To outline the strategic recreational opportunities which have arisen as part of the
expression of interest process and to recommend to Council:
•
•
•

2.0

sporting tenants for use of the Glover Street and Balmain Road sporting
grounds for the 2012/13 sporting seasons.
a proposed change to use of Leichhardt Oval 2,
changes in sporting activities at Birchgrove Oval, which will facilitate a junior
AFL competition within the Leichhardt LGA.

Recommendations
That Council:
1. Thank all sporting clubs and organisations which have submitted expressions of
interest and proposed uses for the Balmain Road and Glover Street sporting
grounds (Attachments 3 and 4).
2. Note that the demand for sporting use of the Glover Street and Balmain Road
sporting grounds far out exceeds the open space available for recreational
access and use.
3. In relation to the Glover Street Sporting Ground permit Balmain & District FC
winter seasonal use of the Glover Street Sporting Grounds (2 full sized grounds)
in 2013
4. Support the relocation of the West Boomers Baseball Club from Blackmore Park,
and allow winter use (alternate Sunday games) and full summer seasonal use of
the Glover Street Sporting ground once established by the West Boomers
Baseball Club. Council note that this will allow the development of junior cricket
facilities at Blackmore Park in the summer season
5. Subject to the successful relocation of baseball from Blackmore Park Council
permit Balmain Sydney Tigers Cricket Club to develop an artificial cricket wicket
and cricket nets at Blackmore Park to facilitate additional cricket facilities within
the Leichhardt LGA.
6. Note that officers are currently working with the Balmain Sydney Tigers Cricket
club to improve access and summer use of Easton Park for senior cricket.
7. Relocate Balmain & District FC current football (soccer) activities from Birchgrove
Oval at the conclusion of the 2012 winter sporting season and permit NSW/ACT
AFL and the Balmain Dockers to promote a new sporting activity (within the local
government area) at Birchgrove Oval which will facilitate junior AFL competition
within the LGA.
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8. Note that the future use of Birchgrove Oval is subject to the condition that there is
no intensification of the current winter use.
9. Support the relocation of APIA Leichhardt Tigers FC from Leichhardt Oval 2 to
use of the Balmain Road Sporting Ground with Leichhardt Saints FC (1 full sized
sporting ground) once established.
10. Address the growing needs of Rugby Union and relocate Balmain Rugby from
Leichhardt Oval 3 and Blackmore Park to Leichhardt Number 2 for training and
games. (Leichhardt Number 2 to be shared with Balmain Tigers Rugby League).
11. Permit use of the Balmain Road Sporting Ground for six aside soccer (summer
seasonal use) and relocate the current men’s six aside soccer competition at
Leichhardt Oval 3 to the Balmain Road sporting ground once established.
12. Pending the establishment of the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust, Council
recognise the need for interim storage facilities at both the Glover Street sporting
ground the Balmain Road Sporting Ground. Council note the longer term the
need for a meeting room to support baseball and football (soccer) use and that
Council work with SHFA to secure short term access to buildings B504 and B704
on the understanding that such access be on a temporary basis until such time
as the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust is established.
13. Pending the establishment of the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust, Council
adopt companion animal restrictions for the Glover Street and Balmain Road
Sporting Grounds regulating these areas as on leash areas when sporting
activities (including sports training) are taking place and weekends. All other
times off leash provisions will apply. That such arrangements are also discussed
with SHFA.
14. Pending the establishment of the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust, Council
note that future opportunities exist to relocate all football (soccer) activities from
Birchgrove Oval subject to future sports training lighting improvements to the
Waterfront Drive sporting grounds and the management of this ground by either
Council or the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust.
15. Council note that all sporting clubs allocated sporting ground allocations at Callan
will still have to apply to Council on a seasonal basis for the use sporting Grounds
for training and game allocation. Allocations may change from season to season
until such time as the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust is established.
3.0

Report

3.1

Background

3.1.1

Callan Park (Special Provisions) Act 2002

The Callan Park (Special Provisions) Act 2002 was an Act established to preserve the public
ownership of Callan Park, to protect its current features and guide its future use. Part 4 of
the Act outlines the key objectives of the Act including:
(a)

to ensure that the whole of Callan Park remains in public ownership and
subject to public control
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(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

to ensure the preservation of the areas of open space at Callan Park that
were in existence immediately before the commencement of this Act, and that
extend to and include the foreshore of Iron Cove on the Parramatta River
to allow public access to that open space, including that foreshore, for public
recreational purposes of both an active and a passive nature
to preserve the heritage significance of Callan Park, including its historic
buildings, gardens and other landscape features
to impose appropriate controls on the future development of Callan Park.

The Act supports public access to open space and the use of open space for both active and
passive uses. Under Part 6 of the Act the Minister of Planning may also grant leases,
licences and management agreements for the use of buildings or land within the park.
3.1.2

Recreation and Needs Study 2005

In 2004 Leichhardt Council commissioned Stratcorp Consulting to undertake a Recreation
and Open Space Needs Study for the Leichhardt Local Government Area.
The study adopted in December 2005 provided direction for an integrated approach to open
space and recreation planning and management for the next 10 years. The Recreation and
Open Space Needs Study audited all existing open space and recreational facilities,
programs and services within the municipality, and their existing and potential capabilities to
meet the current and future needs of the community.
Key Issues identified by the Stratcorp Study include:
1.

Open Space Deficiency

Leichhardt has significant deficiencies in open space provision. Leichhardt has an open
space ratio of 1.65 ha /1,000 people. The national standard is benchmarked at 2.8ha /1,000
people.
Compared to other Local authorities open space provision within Leichhardt is low:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
2.

Burwood at 1.2ha/1000 people
Ashfield at 1.2ha/1000 people
Marrickville at 1.5 ha/1000 people
Leichhardt at 1.65 ha /1,000 people (excludes Callan Park and Ballast Point
Park)
Waverley at 1.80 ha / 1,000 people
Sydney City 2.36 ha / 1,000 people
North Sydney at 2.60 ha / 1,000 people
Strathfield at 3.8 ha / 1,000 people
Canada Bay at 3.87 ha / 1,000 people
Lane Cove at 4.64 ha / 1,000 people
Ryde at 6.70 ha / 1,000 people

Recreation Facilities

Key requirements for Council include the provision of a range of open space settings,
recreational facilities and opportunities. Current deficiencies include shortages in provision
for:
• Rugby League / Rugby Grounds - 1 additional field required (benchmark target 7)
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•
•
•
•
•

Football / Soccer Grounds - 9 Additional fields required (benchmark target
16)
Tennis courts - 21 Additional courts required (benchmark target 32)
AFL - the need to establish an AFL facility within the LGA (currently none)
Hockey - the need to establish a Hockey facility within the LGA (currently none)
The study also recommends the relocation of a number of existing sporting
activities including relocating baseball from Blackmore Oval to the Glover Street
playing field, soccer and rugby league from Leichhardt Number 2 (to permit a
synthetic hockey pitch development-not recommended in this report).

Council’s Recreation and Needs Study 2005 highlights significant deficiencies particularly in
football (soccer) provision within the Leichhardt LGA. Primarily an outdoor sport, football
(soccer) also has the highest level of sporting participation within NSW and is the top
sporting pursuit in terms of player participation. The study highlights the need for an
additional 9 soccer fields within the Leichhardt LGA. Council has delivered one additional
sporting ground (a multi purpose ground) since 2005 at the Sydney Secondary College Leichhardt Campus.
3.1.3 Callan Park Masterplan
On the 22 October 2008 the Minister for Planning and the Minister for Education & Training
announced that the State Government was offering to transfer care, control and
management of a portion of Callan Park to Leichhardt Council through a 99 year lease.
Prior to making a final decision in relation to this matter, Council initiated the preparation of a
Masterplan for the entire Callan Park site - as required under the provisions of State
Environmental Planning Policy No 56.
Council engaged the McGregor Coxall Project Team to prepare the master plan. The
development of the final draft master plan incorporated an extensive community
engagement process including community forums, community workshops, stakeholder
workshops, specialist workshops and community surveys.
On 19 July 2011 Leichhardt Council approved the final draft Callan Park Masterplan, the
Callan Park Conservation Management Plan and the Draft Callan Park Plan of Management.
These Plans were formally presented to the State Government on 11 November 2011.
A number of important resolutions in relation to the sporting grounds, the skate park and
transport issues were also resolved by Council at the 19 July 2011 meeting, namley;
3.3 The Built Form and Infrastructure overlay to recognise that future management of
the site will include dealing with matters such as allocation of buildings and
parcels of land for future tenants. It will be at this point that the Trust will be better
positioned to consider exactly which buildings are to be removed – with the
benefit of the Masterplan and the Conservation Management Plan as a guide and
control. There should be further consultation with the community by the Trust if
any demolitions are to be considered.
3.4 And that, in line with the demonstrated recreational shortfalls identified in
Leichhardt Council’s 2005 Recreation and Open Space Needs Study, priority
should be given to the immediate upgrade of the existing playing fields,
construction of the Glover St and Balmain Rd playing fields and implementation
of the new Skate Park once the Masterplan is adopted
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3.5 That council investigate seeking a temporary lease to assume the care and
control of the sections of the site identified in the Masterplan for sporting fields
and a skate park however this should in no way prejudice council’s desire to
establish a Trust for the Callan Park site. That a report be brought back to council
in August on those investigations. That sporting facilities also be available for
people recovering from mental illness.
3.6 That the sports fields should not be designated to specific sports. In relation to
Resolution 3.4 Council has secured agreement for a temporary care and control
of the Glover Street Oval. In confirming this arrangement the Minister for
Planning, in his letter dated 23 October 2011 (Attachment 1) informed Council
that the other playing fields and skate park are subject to further discussion once
the Callan Park Masterplan has been considered by the NSW Government.
Refer Resolution C330/11

3.3

Glover Street and Balmain Road Sporting Grounds

In adopting the final draft of the Callan Park Masterplan Council also resolved to seek
temporary care control and management of those sites identified in the Masterplan for
sporting grounds and a skate park. This was based on the premise that such arrangements
should in no way prejudice Council’s desire to establish a Trust for the Callan Park site.
On the 31st August 2011, Council formally wrote to the NSW Government requesting a
temporary lease for the care, control and management of the sporting grounds and the skate
park site within Callan Park. Council’s letter also reaffirmed the key requirement of the
Masterplan in terms of the establishment of the Callan Park and Broughton Hall Trust to
manage the Callan Park site. The letter which was signed by the Mayor also highlighted key
local sporting needs specifically in the area of junior sports and sports training needs.
Formal discussions with the NSW State Government in September and October 2011 in
relation to the sporting ground issues resulted in Council receiving an agreement for the
temporary care, control and management of the Glover Street Sporting Ground only.
Importantly access to the Balmain Road Ground and the development of a skate park was at
this time not approved and the Government’s position was that such arrangements would be
deferred subject to future discussions once Council’s Masterplan for Callan Park had been
considered.
In February 2012 the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority approached Council seeking its
views regarding any community impacts of the Callan Park Masterplan in relation to
proposed use of the Balmain Road Sporting Ground by the Balmain & District Football Club.
Following discussions with the sporting club, alternative arrangements were developed to
address immediate needs. At the March 2012 Ordinary Meeting Council resolved that
subject to execution of the license agreement for the temporary care, control and
management of the Balmain Sporting Ground that Council budget funding of $500,000 for
the development of the full sized sporting ground as adopted in the Callan Park Master Plan
in the 2012/13 financial year.
Council was subsequently advised in March 2012 by SHFA that the NSW State Government
would issue a license agreement for the temporary care control and management of the
Balmain road Sporting field to council.
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3.4 Expression of Interest Process
At the November 2011 Ordinary Meeting, Council considered a report in relation to the
Callan Park Sporting Grounds and the development of the Glover Street open space for
active sporting use. In relation to future use of the sporting ground, Council resolved to
undertake an Expression of Interest process for future sporting use of the sporting ground
(refer to Attachment 1).
The expression of interest process ran from the 16 December 2011 through to Friday 3
February 2012. The process was advertised in the following manner:
•
•
•

Through correspondence with all local sporting clubs
On Council’s website (Latest News Section)
In the Mayoral Column of the Inner West Courier

At the March 2012 Ordinary Meeting in relation to future use of the Balmain Road sporting
ground, Council resolved to undertake an Expression of Interest process for future sporting
use of the sporting ground (refer to Attachment 5).
The expression of interest process ran from 4th April 2012 through to the 8th May 2012. The
process was advertised in the following manner:
•
•
•

Through correspondence with all local sporting clubs
On Council’s website (Latest News Section)
In the Mayoral Column of the Inner West Courier

As part of the Expression of Interest process (for both Glover Street and Balmain Road
Sporting Grounds) submitters were required to outline their proposed competition and
training uses for the sporting ground along with a demonstrated understanding of how their
application would assist Council in addressing key issues which have been highlighted in
Council’s adopted Recreation and Needs Study (2005).
Importantly submitters were required to demonstrate an understanding of the issue of
recreational deficiencies within the Leichhardt Local Government Area, the need for
additional sporting facilities to provide and cater for increased sporting participation and the
need to provide facilities for emerging and developing sporting activities which promote
diversity in recreational opportunities.
3.5

Development Application Approval-Glover Street Sporting Ground

A Development Application (D/2012/54) for playing field upgrade works to the Glover
Street sporting ground at Callan Park and associated roadworks was considered and
approved with conditions by the Building and Development Council on the 12th June
2012.
3.6

Expressions of Interest Received

Glover Street Sporting Ground
Council received a total of seven expressions of interest for the use of the Glover Street
Sporting Ground from the following sporting clubs and organisations:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Balmain Rugby Club (Winter Use)
Leichhardt Saints FC (Winter Use)
Balmain & District FC (Winter Use)
Touch Rugby League (Summer Touch Competition - club based in Toowong)
City Kids Football (Winter and Summer-commercially based venture)
AFL NSW/ACT (Winter and Summer)
West Boomers Baseball Club (Winter and Summer)

Subject to the adoption of the 2012/13 Operational Plan Council officers will shortly
commence planning works associated with the development and lodgement of a
development application for the sporting ground upgrading works, tenders for development
works will also be sought subject to the DA being approved.
Balmain Road Sporting Ground
Council received a total of five expressions of interest for the use of the future Balmain Road
Sporting Ground from the following sporting clubs and organisations:
•
•
•
•
•

Balmain Rugby Club (Winter Use)
Leichhardt Saints FC (Winter Use)
Balmain & District FC (Winter Use)
Balmain Sydney Tigers Cricket Club (Summer Use)
University of Technology, Sydney. (All year- mixture of sporting activities)

3.7

Assessment of Expressions of Interest

3.7.1

Glover Street Sporting Ground

For the purposes of reporting, each expression of interest has been summarised by Council
officers in Attachment 3.
In terms of the expression of interest process sporting opportunities have been short listed
and are recommended by Council officers for shared usage of the new Glover Street
sporting ground. These proposed sporting opportunities are outlined in Table 1.0 below.
Table 1.0

Proposed Seasonal Use of the Glover Street Sporting Ground

Summer Use
Commencing
October 2012

Competition

Training

Notes

Baseball

Fridays
5:30pm-10pm

Tuesday
4:30pm8:30pm

*Lighting improvements will need
to be undertaken by the West
Boomers Baseball club as the
current lighting plans are limited
to training only and do not meet
the Australian standards for
competition games.

West Boomers
Baseball Club
(entire ground)

Saturday
8am 6pm
Sundays
1pm-6pm

Wednesday
4:30pm8:30pm
Thursday
4:30pm8:30pm
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Winter Use
Baseball

Competition
Alternate Sundays

West Boomers
Baseball Club
(entire ground)

(Games only)
12:30pm-6pm*

Training
No winter
training

Notes
Baseball will be relocated from
Blackmore Park allowing winter
competition use one day a week
in winter. Junior cricket will be
promoted at Blackmore Park for
summer use (in accordance with
adopted Plan of Management for
Blackmore Park). A summer
touch rugby competition will also
be encouraged through Rugby
and/or a Rugby League club.
*Baseball can not be played
concurrently with any other sport
due to safety issues with flying
baseballs.

Football
(soccer)

Saturday
8am-5:30pm

Balmain &
District FC

Tuesday Friday
4:30pm-9pm

Council’s current DA for the
Glover Street sporting ground
has a total of 6 sports floodlights
proposed. The lighting poles are
limited to 60 lux over the two
grounds.
Use of the two sporting grounds
on the Glover Street site.
The club will be relocated from
Birchgrove Oval.

Alternate Sundays
AM
9am-12pm (if
required)

3.7.2

Balmain Road Sporting Ground

Expression of interest received for the Balmain Road Sporting Ground have been fully
summarised by Council officers in Attachment 4.
In terms of the expression of interest process three sporting opportunities have been short
listed and are recommended by Council officers for shared usage of the new Balmain
sporting ground. These proposed sporting opportunities are outlined in Table 1.1 below.
Table 1.1

Proposed Seasonal Use of the Balmain Road Sporting Ground

Winter Use
Commencing
March 2013
Football
(soccer)

Competition

Training

Saturday
8am 5:30pm

Tuesday –
Friday

Leichhardt Saints FC and APIA
Leichhardt Tigers FC

4:30 – 9pm

Times and split between clubs –
TBC

Junior & Senior
Sunday
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9am -4pm
Summer Use
Summer 6-aside Soccer

Competition
Tuesday Thursday

Training

6pm-9pm
3.8

Notes
Summer 6-a-side soccer
competition to be relocated from
Leichhardt Oval 3 to Balmain
Road.

Related Issues -Strategic Opportunities for Emerging Sporting Activities

Council’s Recreation and Open Space Strategy (2005) highlights the need for Council to
support and encourage emerging sports within the Leichhardt LGA. Importantly a key
principal adopted by Council is the provision of a diverse range of accessible open space
settings, recreation facilities and services across the Leichhardt LGA.
As part of the assessment of the expressions of interest process, Council officers have
carefully analysed current sporting demands and needs. This has been done with the aim of
ensuring equity and fairness in terms of sporting provision and also with the objective to
identifying where possible new opportunities for sporting activities within the Leichhardt LGA.
The following opportunities have been identified:
1. Balmain Rugby (Union) Club -The Balmain Rugby Club has experienced a
dramatic increase in growth since its inaugural season in 2005. In the 2012 season
the club enjoys a player base of 175 players. This consists of five senior grades and
one colts team. The club currently juggles players and equipment between three
different grounds-Leichhardt Oval 3, Blackmore Park and Leichhardt Oval 2. This is
not ideal especially when considering the small size of Leichhardt Oval 3 which is not
designed for senior sport and not suitable for men’s rugby training.
The development of the Balmain Road sporting ground while providing additional
playing space for local sporting teams allows Council to address the current issues
relating to the growth of the Balmain Rugby Club. Relocating APIA Leichhardt Tigers
FC from Leichhardt Oval 2 to Balmain Road and providing shared use with
Leichhardt Saints FC will assist in addressing this issue as well as allowing greater
cohesion in terms of sporting use of Leichhardt Oval 2 as a rugby union and rugby
league ground.
2. Soccer (Football) - Local football (soccer) clubs also have strong links to Birchgrove
Oval. Due to participation rates football (soccer) currently enjoys the use of 9 out of
11 administered Council sporting grounds within the Leichhardt LGA (this includes
Sydney Secondary College – Leichhardt Campus). In addition Balmain & District FC
also have exclusive winter use of the Waterfront Drive ground at Callan Park as well
as the Sydney Secondary College - Balmain Campus Ground. This represents a total
of 11 sporting grounds for organised football (soccer) use.
Given Council’s commitments to promoting diversity in community sporting
opportunities and recreational facility provision across the Leichhardt LGA, Council
officers are recommending that Balmain & District FC are relocated from Birchgrove
Oval to Callan Park at the end of the 2012 winter sporting season. This will allow
AFL to develop a training and competition format at the park for the 2013 winter
period.
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Such arrangements would be subject to a requirement that there would be no
intensification of the current winter use of Birchgrove Oval. The proposed relocation
of Balmain & District FC while consolidating football (soccer) as a feature of Callan
Park would potentially provide the Balmain Dockers with a home ground within their
namesake area as well as allowing NSW/ACT AFL to develop a local competition
fostering AFL as a sport within the Leichhardt area allowing both junior and senior
AFL sporting activities within the one venue.
Further to the above it is noted that if future improvements to the Waterfront Drive
sporting ground at Callan Park were undertaken (namely the provision of suitable
sports training lights) it would be possible to relocate all current football (soccer)
activities from Birchgrove Oval, making this ground a rugby league and AFL facility.
3. AFL-As a sporting activity AFL has had a presence in the Leichhardt area since
1903. The Balmain Australian Football Club was one of the founding member clubs
of the Sydney Football League which was established in 1903.
The present day Balmain Dockers has a player base of 270 local players which is
made up of 70 female and 250 male players. The club has no training or competition
venues within the Leichhardt LGA with the majority of its training and competition
format taking place in the Canada Bay LGA. Through the support of Sydney AFL the
club has identified a need to develop junior AFL participation at the local level and
currently runs a successful after school programme (Auskick) at Orange Grove
Public School. They have also held two gala days at Birchgrove Oval which included
a number of local school students. As part of the expressions of interest process AFL
has sought access to Glover Street sporting ground for junior AFL. Strategically,
Council officers would advocate that in the longer term, AFL needs a larger sporting
ground than can be provided at the Glover Street site and one which can also cater
for both junior and senior AFL competition games.
While a junior AFL ground is possible at the Glover Street sporting ground it could
not coexist with baseball as the sporting ground is not large enough to cater for both
sports. An additional problem would also exist whereby the baseball mound would
encroach on to the playing area. This is currently a problem which exists with rugby
league/union and baseball at Blackmore Park requiring the costly removal of the
baseball mound at the end of each sporting season.
Having strategically reviewed current recreational provision the most suitable ground
for AFL in the Leichhardt LGA is at Birchgrove Oval. Birchgrove Oval is large enough
and the correct shape (oval rather than square) to cater for junior games as well as
provide access to a full sized AFL ground. Historically AFL has strong links to
Birchgrove Oval having been played at the park from 1903 through to 1926. It is
therefore recommended therefore that Balmain and District Soccer are relocated
from Brichgrove Park to the Glover Street playing fields to allow for the development
of an AFL training and competition format at Birchgrove Park.

4. Summer Touch Rugby Competition- An expression of interest was received from
Tough Rugby League (Toowong based) for a summer touch rugby league
competition. While not considered suitable for the Glover Street Sporting Ground
(due to its conflict with baseball) the application does highlight another emerging and
growth sport within NSW. Competitions of this nature can promote both rugby league
and rugby union skills out of season. Touch rugby is played through the summer
months and requires no specialist equipment other than a ball and open space to
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play. Importantly touch competitions can be based on mixed, male and female teams
providing opportunities for socialisation and community building. In the summer
season such competitions can also assist in promoting physical fitness outside of the
traditional winter sporting season. The opportunity to develop this concept further is
recommended by Council officers. However to be successful Council officers would
recommend that the opportunity to develop a competition be offered firstly to a local
sporting club to plan and administer.
With the opportunity to transfer West Boomers Baseball from Blackmore Park to the
Glover Street Sporting Ground the opportunity to promote such a sporting activity at
Blackmore Park should be explored further. This need not have any detrimental
impact on future use of Blackmore Park for junior cricket on the weekends or mid
week training requirements.
5. Cricket- The Balmain Sydney Tigers Club currently has exclusive use of Cohen and
Easton Parks, shared use of Birchgrove Oval and exclusive use of the Waterfront
Drive Ground at Callan Park in the summer season. As part of the EOI process, the
club has requested access to the Balmain Road sporting ground. No expression of
interest was submitted for the Glover Street Sporting Ground during the advertising
of the EOI process for this ground. However as part of the cricket club’s submission
for access to the Balmain Road sporting ground , a request was received for the
provision of artificial cricket wickets on both the Glover Street and Balmain Road
sporting ground.
While the cricket club makes good summer use of Birchgrove Oval with Sydney
Cricket Club, use of Easton Park for cricket has largely been reduced to junior use
and is restricted largely to morning play. Council has recently been in discussion
with the club in relation to improvements at Easton Park including the reorientation of
the cricket wicket to allow greater seasonal use.
As part the expression process Council officers have also undertaken a strategic
review of cricket facilities within the local government area. Council officers are not
recommending any additional cricket facilities at Callan Park as part of the
development of the Balmain and Glover Street Sporting Grounds. Should baseball be
relocated to Glover Street it is recommended that a cricket wicket and nets be
developed at Blackmore Park. This recommendation is consistent with the adopted
Plan of Management for Blackmore Park and will support future cricket development
and expansion within the Leichhardt LGA.
Further to this the placement of cricket nets at Blackmore are already supported in a
plan of management and have not been considered as part of any future Callan Park
development. Should Council however decide not to approve baseball development
at the Glover Street then the installation of a cricket wicket may be revisited to allow
for summer seasonal sporting use. In addition, future cricket use of the Balmain
Road sporting ground can be considered in the future dependent on demonstrated
needs. With planned improvements at Easton Park and the advocated development
of future cricket facilities at Blackmore Park there is no need for additional facilities
to be promoted at Callan Park at the present time.
3.9

Demand and Supply

Council officers acknowledge that sports such as football (soccer) will continue to grow in
popularity and participation, (particularly among juniors) but there also needs to be a
recognition that Council will continue to struggle to adequately supply and provide enough
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sporting grounds to meet ongoing demand. This is a significant issue given the limited
amount of open space within the Leichhardt LGA, the high costs associated with purchasing
additional land and population growth and changing demographics. In this respect equality in
terms of the provision of recreational facilities is required to ensure that local residents have
the opportunity to participate in a range of recreational opportunities and settings. To
achieve a good level of diversity a range of sporting activities should be promoted and
enabled by Council where possible.

3.10

Storage and Meeting Room Issues –
Glover Street and Balmain Road Sporting Grounds

All sporting clubs who have submitted expression of interest forms have highlighted the need
for storage and meeting room facilities to support sporting activities at Callan Park. No club
can run successfully without storage facilities. Balls, bats, markers, team uniforms, first aid
kits, drink bottles, goal post nets, and pitching machines all need to be adequately and
securely stored on or close to the ground. There is currently no provision for any short or
long term storage facilities at the Glover Street or Balmain Road Sporting Ground.
There are opportunities for Council and the sporting clubs to negotiate with SHFA for
temporary access and use of two vacant buildings within the park to support storage and a
meeting room space. Both buildings have been identified in the draft Callan Park Master
Plan as buildings which should be retained and utilised for community uses. The buildings in
question are:
•

(B504) The former recreational hall-adjacent to the Glover Street Sporting Ground.

•

(B703) The former electrician’s workshop

Image 1.0 (above)
Building (B504) - The former Recreational Hall-adjacent to the Glover Street Sporting Ground
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Image 2.0 (above)
Building B703 Former Electrical Workshop

Alternatively, if temporary use agreements are not supported by Council the sporting clubs
will need to reach agreement for storage containers to be located within the park. This is not
an ideal solution and would not add any amenity to the park. Active use of the buildings
identified is supported as such use would be functional and community based.
It is recommended that any access agreements which are negotiated are subject to the
condition that such arrangements are on a temporary basis until such time as the Callan
Park and Broughton Hall Trust are established and can review such usage issues.
3.11

Companion Animal Access Restrictions Glover Street and Balmain Road
Sporting Grounds

Given the proposed use of the Glover Street Sporting Ground as an active sporting ground
and with respect to the size of the Park as a whole (61 ha) it is recommended that both the
Glover Street sporting ground and the Balmain sporting ground are dedicated as on leash
areas for dogs when sporting activities are taking place and on weekends. This ruling would
provide clarity on the public use of these areas of Callan Park as sporting facilities. The
ruling also allows the sporting grounds to be used by dog owners when not in use for
sporting activities.
To ensure compliance with this new requirement appropriate signage will need to be
developed at strategic entrances of the sporting grounds once developed. An appropriate
education and compliance period will also need to be enacted once signage is in place. The
new regulations will also need to be included in Council’s draft LCAMP Review.
3.12

Fees and Charges for Sporting Ground Use
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All sporting clubs which utilise Council sporting grounds are subject to seasonal sporting
fees under Council’s Annual Operating Plan. Casual sporting users (ie corporate events)
are also subject to such fees and charges. The fees and charges for sporting ground use are
based on adopted hourly charges and capped at maximum of 350 hours per season with a
ceiling limit of fees and charges of $8,500 in the winter season, per ground and $8,000 in the
summer season per ground.
For the purposes of fees and charges for the new sporting grounds it is recommended that
once operational the fees and charges for organised and casual sporting use are adopted to
match the existing Council fees and charges for winter and summer sporting ground access.
4.0

Conclusions

The expressions of interest process which Council has run for the Glover Street and Balmain
Road Sporting Grounds has attracted both local and national interest. The process has
highlighted the significant deficiencies which exist in open space provision within the
Leichhardt Local Government area. Importantly the process has also highlighted a number
of opportunities for Council and the community in terms of encouraging new sporting
activities within the Leichhardt LGA and providing additional facilities for existing needs.
Such opportunities do require a reorganisation of sporting activities at various venues as well
as sporting club assistance in achieving such reorganisations.
The proposal to relocate Balmain & District FC from Birchgrove Oval at the end of the 2012
winter sporting season and consolidate football (soccer) on the Glover Street sporting
ground is a reasonable opportunity for consideration. Not only does this consolidate Balmain
& District FC’s presence within the park (the club also has exclusive winter use of Waterfront
Drive Ground) importantly it provides the opportunity for Council to allow NSW AFL and the
Balmain Dockers to establish a long over due AFL training and competition ground within the
Leichhardt area. Such a development is based on the prerequisite that there be no
intensification of the current winter use of Birchgrove Oval. Longer term it is also noted that it
may be possible to relocate all football (soccer) activities from Birchgrove Oval if the
Waterfront Sporting Ground at Callan Park is upgraded and suitable sports training lights are
developed.
West Boomers Baseball Club are also recommended to be relocated from Blackmore Park
allowing the club to hold both a winter games format (Sundays afternoons only) and a full
summer competition and training format at the Glover Street Sporting Ground. This also
allows Council the opportunity to work closely with a local sporting club on developing a mid
week mixed, male and female touch rugby competition format at Blackmore Park. In addition
it also permits Council to move forward with the adopted plan of management at Blackmore
Park and work with Balmain and Sydney Tigers Cricket Club to provide junior cricket
facilities at Blackmore Park.
The development of the Balmain Road sporting ground while providing additional playing
space for local sporting teams also allows Council to address significant issues relating to
the growth of the Balmain Rugby Club. The club desperately needs access to a full sized
sporting ground and the current arrangements relating to Leichhardt Oval 3, use of
Blackmore Park and Leichhardt Oval 2 are not ideal. Relocating APIA Leichhardt Tigers FC
and providing shared use of the Balmain Road sporting ground with Leichhardt Saints FC
will assist in addressing this issue as well as allowing greater cohesion in terms of sporting
use of Leichhardt Oval 2 as a rugby union and rugby league ground.
Significantly, the development of both the Glover Street and Balmain Road sporting grounds
has raised important long-term issues in relation to storage facilities and meeting space to
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support use of the new sporting grounds. Suitable buildings which can be accessed for
community use and to support storage needs on a temporary basis have been identified and
it is recommended that Council negotiate with SHFA for access to these buildings for local
community sporting use.
In terms of companion animal access, Council officers are recommending that both the
Glover Street and Balmain Road sporting grounds once operational are designated as on
leash when sporting activities are being undertaken and on weekends. This designation
provides clarity on the function of these parts of Callan Park as sporting areas. The
regulation also recognises that open space within the park is to be shared and allows for
companion animal access when not being used for sporting activities.
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ATTACHMENT 3 – Summary of Expressions of Interest for use of the proposed Glover Street Sporting Ground
Sport/Club

Balmain
Rugby Club

Current
Membership
Senior
145 males

RUGBY UNION
(non for profitVolunteer
based)
Submission
received
3 February
2012

Junior
80 males

Current Sporting
Facility Access

Proposal

Winter Season
Only

Winter Training and
Competition Use

Senior Rugby
Training
Leichhardt 3
Tuesday&Thursday
7pm – 9pm

Senior Rugby
Proposed Training
Tuesday:
7pm- 9pm
Thursday:
7pm- 9pm

Leichhardt 2
Thurs 7pm– 9pm
Competition
Blackmore Oval
10am – 5pm
Junior Rugby
Training
SSC – Leichhardt
5:30pm – 7:30pm
Competition
St Luke’s Oval
Concord.
Saturday
8am-12pm

Additional
Requirements
1 x (one) full sized
rugby union ground
(100m x 70m)
floodlights for training
toilets
storage
changing & shower
facilities
Goal posts

Proposed: Competition
Saturday
10am-5pm
Junior Rugby
Proposed Training
TBC in conjunction
with BDJRL
Proposed: Competition
Saturday
8am-12pm

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs
Study)
Application does not address
nor demonstrate an
understanding of the key
issues raised in the EOI
process relating to
recreational deficiencies.
However there is a need to
foster this growing sport
within the LGA.
The Club is seeking to
establish a home ground,
rather than using 3 separate
grounds.Currently the club
uses Leichhardt Oval # 3
which is a Junior Football
(soccer) ground which is not
ideal given the small size of
the playing area, with two
sets of junior football posts
that are not needed. It is not
suitable for men to train for
rugby
Club is affiliated with the
Balmain Wolverines Netball
Club and the Balmain Junior
Rugby Club.
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Parks Planning Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
The Glover Street Sporting Ground
would accommodate a full sized
sporting ground running east west –
which is not ideal. A Rugby Ground
cannot run North - South due to
location of the existing community
garden and existing trees and the
sloping nature of the eastern
boundary. Any rugby provision
would be at the expense of two
soccer grounds and also the
proposed baseball field.
Recommendation
APIA Tigers Football Club is
relocated from Leichhardt Number 2
to the Balmain Road Sporting
Ground (to share with Leichhardt
Saints FC) and the Balmain Rugby
Club is granted access and use of
Leichhardt Oval 2 to share use with
Balmain & District Junior Rugby
League and Balmain Junior Rugby
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Sport/Club

Current
Membership

Leichhardt
Saints Football
Club

Junior
Players
396 Males
110 Females

FOOTBALL
(Soccer)
(non for profitVolunteer
based)

Senior
Players
73 males
36 Females
Total = 615

Submission
received
3 February
2012

Current Sporting
Facility Access
Winter Season
Only
Training
Wednesday &
Friday at
King George Park
4pm – 9pm
Competition
Saturdays
8am – 5pm
Alternate Sundays
(8am – 5pm)
Training
(Juniors only)
Tuesday–Thursday
SSC Leichhardt
4pm – 8pm
Competition
Saturday
8am – 1pm
Sundays
8am – 1pm
The Club also has
to go outside of the
Leichhardt LGA for
training due to lack
of space. Grounds

Proposal

Additional
Requirements

Winter Use Only
Range of Options
Proposed

Provision of one full
sized football (soccer)
Ground
Floodlights for training
toilets
storage
changing & shower
facilities
Goal posts

Option A
Consult Leichhardt
Juniors regarding
junior rugby league
relocating to Glover
Street, which will free
up King George Park
for sole football
(soccer) use in the
winter.

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs
Study)
Recognises that there is a
key shortage in recreational
facilities-namely sporting
grounds within the Leichhardt
LGA. This has impacted
dramatically on the club’s
ability to provide for older age
group competition from 18’s
years and up.
Proposal addressescommunity health and fitness
Proposal provides for both
boys and girls competition
and training format. Family
orientated.

Option B
One competition day
each week (Winter )
Proposed Training
One evening mid week
preferably Tuesday or
Thursday 5:30pm9pm.
Option C
Part Access for
competition purposes
for U16’s -half day
every alternative week
of winter season.
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Proposal aims to assist in
reducing the overuse of King
George Park
Proposal would result in
dropping access to
Leichhardt Number 2 on
alternative Saturdays for
competition use.

Parks Planning Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
Option B is preferred but use
options should be reviewed with a
view to further increased proposed
use of Glover Street with the aim of
reducing and alleviating the use of
King George Park.
Midweek training use with shared
competitive use on weekends
Recommendation
Leichhardt Saints will have access
to the Balmain Road Sporting
Ground so no access is needed to
the Glover Street Sporting Ground
(although this could be considered
in the future through seasonal
bookings)
Also, Leichhardt Saints will be
allocated training on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at King George Park with
Leichhardt Juniors use Wednesdays
and Fridays in 2013.
Weekend use remains the same
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include:
Campbell Park
Timbrell Park
Jubilee Oval
Sport/Club

Current
Membership

Current Sporting
Facility Access

West Boomers
Baseball

Junior
Players

Summer Use Only

BASEBALL

63 male
8 Female

(non for profitVolunteer
based)
Date received
3 February
2012

Senior
Players
73 males
2 female
Total= 146

Training
Tuesday 6pm8:30pm
Wed 4:30pm-6pm
Thurs 4:30pm8:30pm
Competition
Friday 5:30pm-1015pm
Saturdays and
Sundays 12:30pm
to 6:30pm

Proposal
Training and
Competition Use
Winter
Proposed Competition
Saturday & Sunday
12pm-6pm.
(Note: No Winter
Training requested)

Additional
Requirements
Senior Diamond
X3 Junior Diamonds
(summer only)
Floodlights for training
and games
Storage facilities
Access to changing
shower facilities
Netting for senior
diamond

Summer
Proposed Training
Tues 6pm-8:30pm
Wed 4:30pm-6pm
Thurs4:30pm-8:30pm
Proposed Competition
Friday
5:30pm to 10:15pm
Saturday 12:306:30pm
Sundays 12:306:30pm

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs
Study)
Submission notes the
Recreation and Needs Study
2005 with respect to
objective to relocate Baseball
to Glover Street if the site
became available for sporting
ground use. The submission
however does not touch on
the current open space
deficiencies within the LGA.
Rather the submission
focuses on freeing up
Blackmore Oval for cricket
however cricket is currently
well provided for with
Waterfront Drive (Callan
Park), Birchgrove Park ,
Easton Park and Cohen
Park. The proposals will
however result in reduced
maintenance costs at
Blackmore Oval by removing
the need to remove the
senior playing diamond at the
end of each sporting season
which is currently required to
allow the rugby league
competition at Blackmore
Park.

Parks Planning Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
Current membership and the future
growth of the club in terms of its
membership level is considered a
significant issue given the costs to
establish baseball at Glover Street.
The club needs to demonstrate that
it will have a significant growth rate
in local player numbers to justify the
expenditure of a full relocation to
Glover Street Sporting Ground.
Winter Use will need to be restricted
to alternative Sunday afternoons
given competitive football (soccer)
needs within the LGA.
Floodlighting plans for the park are
currently restricted to six sports
training lights due to budgetary
restrictions. This will not meet
competition standards for evening
baseball games. Should the club so
desire- funding opportunities for
floodlighting to meet competition
needs will need to be explored by
the baseball club possibly in
partnership with Council. Logistically
at a minimum another 2 lighting
poles may need to be installed
within the park in the future.
Recommendations
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Sport/Club

Current
Membership

AFL/ NSW ACT

Juniors

AFL

1374

(non for profitVolunteer
based)

Seniors

Submission
received
3 February
2012

250 male
20 Female

Current Sporting
Facility Access

Proposal

AFL does not
currently have a
presence in the
Leichhardt LGA.
The sport is aiming
to start up a club
and competition in
the local area.

Training and
Competition Use

Additional
Requirements

Winter
Proposed Training and
Competition Play

Junior AFL sporting
ground
Floodlights for training
toilets
storage
changing & shower
facilities
Goal posts

Training:
Tuesdays &
Thursdays 6pm-8pm
Competition
Primary Schools
Fridays 9am-3pm
Summer
Competition two nights
per week (9-a-side)
from 5pm-9pm
(Subject to
confirmation)
(Competition for AFL
9’s)
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Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs
Study)
The submission notes a key
objective of the Recreation
and Needs study in
supporting and fostering
emerging sports including
that of AFL. The submission
notes that the Recreation and
Needs Study 2005 promotes
the use of the Glover Street
Sporting Ground for AFL use
and that such use should be
a consideration of Council.

Baseball is relocated from
Blackmore Oval to Glover Street
Sporting Ground. Use on weekends
in the winter is limited to every
second Sunday with respect to
traditional winter sporting code
needs eg football (soccer).
Parks Planning Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
The submission is well thought out
and well presented. The application
addresses a key emerging sport
with NSW and is aimed at
encouraging junior uptake in AFL.
The presence of new and emerging
sports is a key issue identified in
Council’s Recreation and Needs
Study 2005 and AFL has been
identified as a sport which should be
to be fostered and encouraged
within the Leichhardt LGA.
The proposal focuses on school
participation at the junior level and
the promotion of Auskick catering
for 5-11 year olds. While the
proposal presently only for junior
provision some strategic thought
needs to be given to the longer term
needs of AFL including a full sized
AFL ground. In this respect a
suitable location needs to be
identified for such use as the Glover
Street Sporting Ground is not large
enough to fit a full sized AFL
ground.
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The Glover Street site however has
a number of competing usage
requests which need to be
examined in terms of functionality
and the ability of different codes to
coexist or share facilities.
With respect to the above an
analysis of Council’s sporting
grounds has highlighted the over
usage which Birchgrove Park is
currently experiencing in terms of
winter football (soccer) combined
with rugby league use. The option of
relocating football (soccer) from
Birchgrove Park to Glover Street will
assist in alleviating the use of this
particular ground as well as
demonstrate and encourage
diversity in recreation provision
within the LGA as a whole.
Recommendation
That Council relocate Balmain and
District FC from Birchgrove Park to
the Glover Street Sporting Ground
to allow a new AFL Sporting
presence within the Leichhardt LGA.
NOTE
Balmain Tigers FC and Balmain
Wanderers will still have access to
training at Birchgrove Oval in the
Winter season. Such use could be
transferred to Waterfront Drive in
the future if care and control of the
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waterfront field was gained by
Leichhardt Council or the Callan
Park and Broughton Hall trust. This
would need to be on the provision
that sports floodlighting
improvements were undertaken on
this ground.

Sport/Club
Balmain and
District
Football Club
FOOTBALL
(soccer)
(non for profitVolunteer
based)

Current
Membership
Juniors
Male= 831
Female= 429
Seniors
Male =372
Female =98
Total =1730

Submission
received
3 February
2012

Current Sporting
Facility Access
Winter Only
Balmain & District
FC is the only club
that has access to
the Waterfront Drive
Grounds in Callan
Park during the
winter season.

Proposal

Senior and junior
Saturday/ Sunday
8:30am -5:30pm
Share/Rotate

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs
Study)
Submission refers to the
Recreation and Needs Study
2005 and the sport of football
(football) as being the highest
growth area and the sport
with the most pressing needs
in terms of additional grounds
for training facilities within the
LGA (net shortage of 9
grounds) The Club predicts
junior growth will increase
25% by 2016 from a
membership of 1720 to at
least 2086.

Access
Requirements
2 full sized grounds
(Assumed)
Sports training lights
Storage facilities
Shower and changing
facilities

The club has noted correctly
that the Recreation & Needs
Study was completed prior to
a significant change in the
LGA population
demographics. Notably the
baby boom of the last few
years. The club therefore
notes that as young children

Winter Training
Senior Training
Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursdays

Additional
Requirements
Floodlights for training
toilets
storage
changing & shower
facilities
Goal posts

7:00-9pm/10pm
Winter Competition

Birchgrove Park
Training
Tues – Fri
Comp –
Saturday
Cohen Park
(exclusive use)
Training
Tues – Fri
Comp –
Saturday & Sunday
Easton Park
Training
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Parks Planning Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
Balmain and District FC are the
largest sporting club in the
Leichhardt LGA and the largest
football (soccer) club in the
Canterbury Association. The
majority of the growth is with junior
players. Additional grounds will be
required to support this growth,
however the needs of other sporting
codes also need to be addressed.
The proposal expands the club’s
current presence on Waterfront
Drive and in terms of consolidating
teams and equipment storage the
application has merit.
Importantly the proposal notes that
the club will only require access to
address shortfalls in senior training
needs. (This does not take into
account any relocations proposed
by Council from existing grounds).
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Tues – Fri
(exclusive use)
Comp – Saturday
(all day and half day
alternate) & Sunday
SSC Balmain
Campus Grounds
Competition
Weekends

Goal posts

get older the club will require
access to additional grounds
in excess of the current
allocation.

Summer Season
Sundays 4-8pm for
junior boys and girls
sessions

The club has noted they are
exploring options to share
existing facilities with
Balmain Junior rugby club.
This requires further
clarification in terms of
location and impacts.

One ground one night
a week for junior skills
development.

Outside LGA
Wentworth Park

Sport/Club
Touch Rugby
League*

Current
Membership
130 male
30 female

(Non Leichhardt
LGA based)
* New sport
Submission
received
3 February
2012

Total= 160
*Brisbane
Based.
Estimate of
figures only

Current Sporting
Facility Access
The club does not
currently have a
presence in the
Leichhardt LGA.
The sport is aiming
to start up a local
competition in the
area.

Easton Park & Cohen Parks
will still be used.
Proposal
Summer Season
Touch Rugby League
Mixed Competition

Additional
Requirements
Nil listed

6pm - 9pm

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs
Study)
Application does not
demonstrate an
understanding of Council’s
adopted Recreation and
Needs Study 2005 or current
sporting needs and demands
within the Leichhardt Local
Government Area

** Note ** there are other football
(soccer) clubs in the LGA that may
have the same needs in the future
which include Leichhardt Saints
and APIA Leichhardt Tigers FC
Recommendation
That Balmain and District Football
Club are granted access to the
Glover Street Sporting Ground with
West Boomers Baseball. Such use
is subject to the club’s current
training and competition activities at
Birchgrove Park being transferred to
the Glover Street Sporting Ground.
Parks Planning Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
A mixed touch rugby competition for
summer months in the Leichhardt
area has merit however further
information on the proposal is
required on the proposal. Council
officers would prefer that a local
Club be engaged and encouraged
to explore options for this type of
competition. Such a competition
could be used to help facilitate and
promote growth in rugby and rugby
league at the local level as well as
promote general fitness for winter
players during the summer season.
Recommendation
That Council officers enter into
discussion with the local Rugby and
Rugby League Clubs in relation to a
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possible touch rugby competition at
Blackmore Park or Glover Street
Sporting Ground during summer
season (one evening per week).

Sport/Club

Current
Membership

City Kids
Football
“Community
School”

24 male
8 Female

FOOTBALL

(25
members
Leichhardt
LGA based)

(Commercial
Business
venture)
5-12 year olds

Total =32

Current Sporting
Facility Access
The Academy does
not currently have a
presence in the
Leichhardt LGA.

Proposal
All Year

Additional
Requirements
Nil listed

Training
Fridays
4pm -8pm

Currently Operates
in Federal Park
(City of Sydney) on
Wednesdays and
Fridays 4pm-8pm

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs
Study)
Application does not
demonstrate an
understanding of Council’s
adopted Recreation and
Needs Study 2005 or current
sporting needs and demands
within the Leichhardt Local
Government Area.
Insufficient information
provided.

Submission
received
3 February
2012
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Parks Planning Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
The proposal has ties to the AC
Milan Training Academy which is
aimed at 6, 7 and 8 year olds at
improving football (soccer) skills.
The venture is a commercial one
rather than community based.
Recommendation
That given current deficiencies in
open space provision Council focus
on the provision of sporting facilities
for community based sporting clubs.
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ATTACHMENT 4 – Summary of Expressions of Interest for use of the proposed Balmain Road Sporting Ground
Sport/Club
Balmain Rugby
Club

Current
Membership
Senior
145 males

RUGBY UNION
(non for profitVolunteer based)
Submission
received
18 May 2012

Junior
80 males.

Current Sporting
Facility Access

Proposal

Winter Season
Only

Winter Training and
Competition Use

Senior Rugby
Training
Leichhardt 3
Tuesday&Thursday
7pm – 9pm

Senior Rugby
Proposed Training
Tuesday:
7pm- 9pm
Thursday:
7pm- 9pm

Leichhardt 2
Thurs 7pm– 9pm
Competition
Blackmore Oval
10am – 5pm

Additional
Requirements

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs Study)

1 x (one) full sized rugby
union ground (100m x
70m)
floodlights for training
toilets
storage
changing & shower
facilities
Goal posts

Application does not address
nor demonstrate an
understanding of the key
issues raised in the EOI
process relating to
recreational deficiencies.
However there is a need to
foster this growing sport within
the LGA.

Proposed: Competition
Saturday
10am-5pm

Junior Rugby
Training
SSC – Leichhardt
5:30pm – 7:30pm

Junior Rugby
Proposed Training
Tuesday:
5pm-7pm
Thursday:
4pm 7pm

Competition
St Luke’s Oval
Concord.
Saturday
8am-12pm

Proposed: Competition
Saturday
8am-12pm
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Club is seeking to establish a
home ground, rather than
using 3 separate grounds
Currently the club uses
Leichhardt Oval # 3 which is a
Junior Football (soccer)
ground which is not ideal
given the small size of the
playing area, with two sets of
junior football posts that are
not needed. It is not suitable
for men to train for rugby
Club is affiliated with the
Balmain Wolverines Netball
Club and the Balmain Junior
Rugby Club.

Parks Planning
Comments and
Recommendation
Club has progressed to
the 2nd Division in 2012.
Application relates to
Glover Street not
Balmain Road. It is
recognised that club is
growing substantially at
both junior and senior
levels. It is also
recognised that training
on Leichhardt Number 3
is not ideal and a long
term solution is required
if the club is to remain in
the Leichhardt LGA.
The club has not
provided any outline of
its proposed use for the
Balmain Road Ground in
expression of interest
submission.
Balmain Road is far too
small for a full sized
rugby ground.
Recommendation
APIA Tigers Football
Club is relocated from
Leichhardt Number 2 to
the Balmain Road
Sporting Ground (to
share with Leichhardt
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Sport/Club
Leichhardt
Saints Football
Club
FOOTBALL
(Soccer)
(non for profitVolunteer based)
Submission
received
18 May 2012

Current
Membership
Junior
396 Males
110 Females
Senior Men’s
73 males

Current Sporting
Facility Access
Winter Season
Only
Training
Wednesday &
Friday at
King George Park
4pm – 9pm

36 Females
Total = 615

Competition
Saturdays
8am – 5pm
Alternate Sundays
(8am – 5pm)
Training
(Juniors only)
Tuesday–Thursday
SSC Leichhardt
4pm – 8pm

Proposal
Club has highlighted in
their EOI that they will
only require use of
Balmain Road if they
unsuccessful in gaining
access to Glover Street.
So this is now the case
The club has also
highlighted a request
that Council consider
relocating Leichhardt
Juniors (Rugby League)
from King George Park
to Balmain Road to free
up space for additional
football training at King
George Park which is not
supported by Park
Planners

Additional
Requirements
Provision of one full
sized football (soccer)
ground
Floodlights for training
toilets
storage
changing & shower
facilities
Goal posts

Competition
Saturday
8am – 1pm

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs Study)
Recognises that there is a key
shortage in recreational
facilities-namely sporting
grounds within the Leichhardt
LGA. This has impacted
dramatically on the club’s
ability to provide for older age
group competition from 18’s
years and up.
Proposal addressescommunity health and fitness
Proposal provides for both
boys and girls competition and
training format. Family
orientated.
Proposal aims to assist in
reducing the overuse of King
George Park
Proposal would result in
dropping access to Leichhardt
Number 2 on alternative
Saturdays for competition use.
.

Sundays
8am – 1pm
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Saints FC) and the
Balmain Rugby Club is
granted access and use
of Leichhardt Oval 2 to
share use with Balmain &
District Junior Rugby
League and Balmain
Junior Rugby.
Parks Planning
Comments and
Recommendation
Proposal concerning
relocating junior rugby
league from King George
Park is ill conceived as a
full sized rugby league
ground cannot be
accommodated at
Balmain Road.
Recommendation
Leichhardt Saints will
have access to the
Balmain Road Sporting
Ground and will share
use with APIA Leichhardt
Tigers FC
Also, Leichhardt Saints
will be allocated training
on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at King
George Park with
Leichhardt Juniors use
Wednesdays and
Fridays.
Weekend use remains
the same
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The Club also has
to go outside of the
Leichhardt LGA for
training due to lack
of space. Grounds
include:
Campbell Park
Timbrell Park
Jubilee Oval
Sport/Club
Balmain Sydney
Tigers Cricket
Club
CRICKET
(non for profitVolunteer based)
Submission
received
18 May 2012

Current
Membership
Junior Players
(Teams)
3 Under 8
6 Under 9’s
4 Under 10’s
4 under 11’s
5 Under 12’s
2 Under 13’s
1 Under 14
2 under 15
1 Under 16
Note Club has
a total of 32
teams (Includes
4 senior
teams).

Current Sporting
Facility Access
Summer Use Only
Club currently has
exclusive use of the
Birchgrove, Easton,
Cohen and Waterfront
Drive Sporting
Grounds

Proposal
Training
Tuesday-Fridays
4:30pm-7pm
Competition
Saturday 8am-12pm

Additional
Requirements
Junior Cricket Pitch
toilets
storage
changing & shower
facilities

Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs Study)
Not addressed in EOI
NOTE – No EOI was
submitted from the Club for
access to Glover Street
Sporting Ground.
Cricket and baseball would
not be able to coexist at the
same location given usage
requests.

Training
Birchgrove Oval
Tues-Fridays
4:30pm-7pm

Parks Planning
Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
Cohen Park and Easton
Park are not fully utilised
in the summer for junior
cricket and there needs
to be an increased usage
demonstrated particularly
at Easton Park which is
only utilised for summer
cricket currently on
Saturday mornings.
The Plan of Management
for Blackmore Park
includes the provision of
an artificial cricket
wicket and cricket nets
being provided with the
successful relocation of
Baseball to the Glover
Street Sporting Ground.
This should be pursued
prior to any consideration
for additional cricket
facilities at Callan Park.

Waterfront Drive
(Callan Park)
Tuesday-Friday
4pm - 7pm
Cohen Park
Tuesday-Friday
4pm - 7pm
Easton Park
Tuesday-Friday
4pm - 7pm
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Competition
Birchgrove Oval
Saturday
10am-5pm

Recommendations

Waterfront Drive
Saturday
10am-5pm
Cohen Park
Saturday
8am-12pm
Easton Park
Saturday
8am-12pm
Sport/Club
University of
Technology
UTS Union
Broadway
(University based)
VARIOUS
SPORTS
Submission
received
18 May 2012

Current
Membership

Current Sporting
Facility Access

Proposal

Males 350

Blackmore Park

Multi Sports

Female 200

Wednesday
Training
7pm -9pm UTS
Rugby League

All Year
Touch Football Training
Monday+Wednesday
Evenings

Currently also
utilise sporting
grounds in the
following Council
area’s
North Sydney
Canada Bay
City of Sydney
Kuring-gai.

Competition Saturdays
(No times specified in
EOI)

Additional
Requirements
Nil Listed

All Year
Gridiron
Training
Tuesday+Thursday
Evening
Competition Saturdays
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Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs Study)
The proposal is a university
based and fails to
demonstrate addressing
localised recreational needs
within the Leichhardt LGA.

Should Council support
relocating Baseball from
Blackmore Oval an
artificial cricket wicket
and cricket nets are
provided at Blackmore
Oval to address junior
cricket sporting needs.
This complies with the
adopted Plan of
management for
Blackmore oval. The
Cricket club is work with
Council on funding such
initiatives
Parks Planning
Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
This application proposes
intensive use of the
Balmain Road Sporting
Ground throughout the
year without due regard
to passive recreational
community needs.
The application does not
propose any sharing
arrangements with other
local sporting clubs.
Recommendation
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(No times specified in
EOI)

That Council give priority
allocation to local
sporting clubs.

Winter
Football (Soccer)
Training
Tues, Wed Thursdays.
6pm-8pm.
Competition
Saturdays
10am-5pm.
Sunday
10am-5pm
Summer
Football (Soccer)
Mon – Thurs
10am-8pm
Sport/Club
Balmain and
District FC
FOOTBALL
(soccer)

Current
Membership
Juniors
Male= 831
Female= 429
Seniors

(non for profitVolunteer based)
Submission
received
18 May 2012

Male =372
Female =98
Total =1730

Current Sporting
Facility Access
Winter Only
Balmain & District
FC is the only club
that has access to
the Waterfront
Drive Grounds in
Callan Park during
the winter season.

Proposal
Winter
Training
Senior
Tuesday - Thursday
7pm - 9pm

Birchgrove Park
Training
Tues – Fri
Comp –
Saturday

Junior Training may also
be required dependent
on Glover Street
Sporting Ground
outcome *
(note officer comments
in the recommendations
section) .

Cohen Park
(sole use)

Competition
Senior and junior

Additional
Requirements
Provision of one full
sized football (soccer)
ground
Floodlights for training
toilets
storage
changing & shower
facilities
Goal posts
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Address EOI Requirements
(Recreation & Needs Study)
Submission refers to the
Recreation and Needs Study
2005 and the sport of football
(football) as being the highest
growth area and the sport with
the most pressing needs in
terms of additional grounds for
training facilities within the
LGA (net shortage of 9
grounds) The Club predicts
junior growth will increase
25% by 2016 from a
membership of 1720 to at
least 2086.
The club has noted correctly
that the Recreation and Needs

Parks Planning
Comments and
Recommendation
Comments
Balmain and District FC
are the largest sporting
club in the Leichhardt
LGA and the largest
football (soccer) club in
the Canterbury
Association. The majority
of the growth is with
junior players. Additional
grounds will be required
to support the growth,
however the needs of
other sporting code need
to be addressed.
** Note ** there are other
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Training
Tues – Fri
Comp –
Saturday & Sunday

Saturday and Sunday
8:30am - 5pm
Share/Rotate

Easton Park
Training
Tues – Fri
(sole use)
Comp – Saturday
(all day and half
day alternate) &
Sunday

Access Requirements
Summer Season
Sundays 4-8pm for junior
boys and girls sessions
One night a week for
junior skills development.

SSC Balmain
Campus Grounds
Competition
Weekends
Outside LGA
Wentworth Park

Study was completed prior to
a significant change in the
LGA population
demographics. Notably the
baby boom of the last few
years. The club therefore
notes that as young children
get older the club will require
access to additional grounds
in excess of the current
allocation.
The club has noted they are
exploring options to share
existing facilities with Balmain
Junior rugby club. This
requires further clarification in
terms of location and impacts.
.

football (soccer) clubs in
the LGA that may have
the same needs in the
future which include
Leichhardt Saints and
APIA.
The proposal expands
the club’s current
presence on Waterfront
Drive and in terms of
consolidating teams and
equipment storage the
application has merit.
Importantly the proposal
notes that the club will
only require access to
address shortfalls in
senior training needs.
(This does not take into
account any relocations
proposed by Council
from existing grounds).
Recommendation
That Balmain and District
Football Club are granted
full access to the Glover
Street Sporting Ground
and advised that
Leichhardt Saints and
APIA Leichhardt are
allocated use of the
Balmain Road sporting
ground.
In addition the club is
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requested to work with
the Callan Park and
Broughton Hall Trust
once established to
secure floodlighting of
the Waterfront Drive
Grounds. This will assist
in improving current
problems with wear and
tear on and also assist in
managing training needs
within Callan Park as a
whole.
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ATTACHMENT B
Summary of Written Submissions received Callan Park EOI Process
Number

1.

Date
Submission
Received
4th July 2012

Submitters
Post Code
2204

Sporting
Activity
Baseball

Submission

Good Evening,
We live in Marrickville and have been part of the West Boomers Baseball Club for
the past 4 years.
My husband has been a coach for these wonderful young players and I have been
a Manager of our team over the years too.
We have constantly responded to the Callan Park master plan asking for a
permanent field for our code.
We are also recruiting young players from Marrickville to be part of the Boomers
club as there is no other club in our suburb. We would like to encourage all young
people to participate in sport in any shape or form and baseball has been a
surprisingly popular sport for our daughter and nephews.
Glover Street grounds is a great solution to a long term problem with sharing the
grounds at Blackmore Oval and we very much support this initiative.
Please do not discriminate against a growing club with a great future for all inner
west players who could discover a great way to compete in team sports. These
players may come from both within and surrounding council areas which should
not influence the decision for a great playing field.
We would love to see children discover a sport they can enjoy within the local area
and hope you feel the same way.
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2.

4th July 2012

Unknown

Baseball

3.

5th July 2012

2203

Baseball

Dear Sir,
I ……… fully support the use of Glover St field for The Boomers Baseball, thank
you for your encouraging support
Dear Leichhardt Municipal Council,
I live in the Leichhardt Council Area and both my son's and my niece play baseball
for the Balmain Boomers Club. They have been involved in the club since they
were 5 years old. My niece does not live in the LCA, but with two children playing
in different age divisions and a husband that works shift work, it was important to
me to have connections in the teams and club that could support the transport of
the children to Saturday morning sport. I believe that this would be the case for
many families. They have friends from their schools and other places and it
assists the movement of the kids to games and training if they are playing
together.
The baseball competition stretches from Leichhardt to Wahroongah and this
places on parents a bit logistical juggle to get children transported to sport. It also
makes it virtually impossible to use public transport to get to games. Having lots of
families around who are in the same team and competition is very important. This
means that families from Marrickville, Five Dock, Drummoyne, Glebe, etc are
involved in the Boomers Teams. Although not in the local Council Area, they are
close to the club and facilities.
After over seven years involvement in the club, I would be very disappointed if my
Son needed to play his home games in the Senior competition outside of our local
area. Senior competition starts at 16 and yet they don't drive at that age!

4.

5th July 2012

Unknown

Baseball

Dear Sir/ Madam,
my family are long term supporters and players at Balmain Boomers. We are
satisfied with the proposal to move the Boomers to Glover Street field in Callan
Park. The field is in a beautiful location and it would be lovely to have our own
grounds.
We live out side the LGA. We live at Dulwich hill. I feel it is unfair that the club
should be penalised based on people outside the LGA being members of he club.
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Balmain Boomers is our club of choice but it is our closest Club as well. we don't
want to leave Boomers. Mikey, my son, who plays (while i score the game) has
made good friends in the LGA area.
We sincerely hope all goes well for our lovely little club and that improved
permanent grounds will see our club live long and prosper. Thank you,
from………... ( Keen members of Balmain Boomers BaseBall Club)
5.

5th July 2012

Unknown

Baseball

Dear Council,
I write to you this morning to formally make a submission regarding the new
baseball facilities.
My club the Balmain Boomers has asked me to send you an email to firstly thank
you for allowing us with room for a new baseball diamond and secondly providing
us with the ability to strengthen the club and grow numbers. It is my intension as
for many of my senior team mates for my own boys to play baseball with the club
when they are old enough.
As a childhood resident of the Balmain area I spent most of my time around the
area - which my parents still live. Whilst I cannot afford to live in the area myself
it’s great to come back and play baseball on the weekends and see my parents.
Thank you for providing us with the area for a new baseball diamond.

6.

8th July 2012

2040

Baseball

To Whom It May Concern - I am writing to express my support for the proposed
allocation of the new Glover Street playing fields to be the new home for the
Boomers Baseball Club. There are 3 Boomers in my household and I am
extremely excited about having a year-round home ground that is purposely built
for baseball, a great sport that little ones can start and continue for a very long
time. I've happily exposed my 2 sons (ages 6 & 8) to the game and at 42, I
continue to play competitive ball myself and I won't miss having to travel to
Concord for the winter home games no watching the pitchers mound get flattened
during rugby season.
Thanks for the baseball fields and I can't wait to open the 2013 winter season at
our new home ground!
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7.

9th July 2012

2046

Baseball

Dear Councillors,
I received an email from the President of the Boomers Baseball Club, currently
located at Blackmore Oval, Leichhardt in relation to Baseball relocating from
Blackmore Oval to Glover Street. This is excellent news and I understand the Club
and Committee have expressed their thanks in relation to this.
However, I also understand that Council has decided to defer the approval of the
plan at the last council meeting and that Clubs will be scrutinized in relation to the
number of members that live within the LGA.
My son has been a continuous member of the Boomers Baseball Club for the past
6 summer seasons (ie, joined for the 2006/2007 season) and will hopefully return
to the Club for a 7th summer season in 2012/2013. During his membership, I have
also taken on roles of Committee Member, Fundraising Co-ordinator, Team
Manager and Team Scorer and I intend to be a part of the Boomers Baseball Club
in the future, whether my son continues to play or not.
The issue here, I believe, is that we do not live in the Leichhardt LGA. We do have
2 baseball clubs within our LGA (City of Canada Bay), however, my son's loyalty
and commitment is to the Boomers Baseball Club. He enjoys the friendship, team
spirit, loyalty and dedication the parents, club, committee members and his fellow
team players provide.
I also understand that the Leichhardt Aquatic Centre and Hawthorne Canal dog
park were not funded for access only by local residents. My son used the
Leichhardt Aquatic Centre for swimming lessons from 2002-2010 and my daughter
from 2006 to present day. We have 2 swimming pools within our LGA but I chose
to use Leichhardt Aquatic Centre, due to its reputation and excellence in teaching
swimming. It appears these facilities where not scrutinized in relation to the
number of members that live within the LGA, so why should a Baseball Club?
I also understand that 2 fellow Boomers Baseball Club players who played in my
son's team (last summer 2011/2012), also live outside the LGA.
I would appreciate it if you would reconsider the issue of scrutinizing the number of
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members that live within the LGA and if you wish to discuss this matter further with
me, please contact me via email or (Phone number withheld from publishing).
8.

10th July 2012

2038

Baseball

I am writing to you to support Wests Boomers Baseball Club in their Expression of
Interest for use of the Glover Street playing fields.
I believe that there has been some focus on the members of Wests Boomers who
do not live in the LGA. My son Elijah Lenton is one of these members. Last
summer was Elijah’s 5th year as a Wests Boomer. Previous to that he was a
member of our local club Concord Comets. After playing with Concord for two
years we found ourselves in a situation that was unsatisfactory.
We, along with 3 other players needed to find a new club to play with. We first
contacted Five Dock Falcons but their teams were full. We then contacted Wests
Boomers who were more than happy to register our players and help build a team
for them to play in. They were willing to let us “play ball’ when our local team was
not.
I grew up and did all of my schooling in Leichhardt as Elijah’s grandparents moved
there in 1959 and still live there. His LGA grandmother is a baseball convert and
attends all of Elijah’s games. Last year I joined Leichhardt Library and my
postcode was not a problem to them so why should it be a problem for Elijah in his
pursuit to play the sport he loves. I also shop a lot with my parents in Leichhardt
so should I be prevented from spending my money there as I do not live in the
LGA. Simply discriminating against members based on their postcode does not
mean there are no family ties or involvement in the LGA.
In conclusion, I cannot see any valid reason why sporting clubs should be
penalised over playing fields simply because some of their members live outside
of the LGA area.

9.

10th July 2012

2131

Baseball

To Whom It May Concern,
My name is …………, I am a coach for the Balmain Boomers. I have been playing
with the club for close to 10 years. For years this club has been searching for a
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home ground. After reading the report from the meeting and our club report on the
meeting, it has disappointed me to hear about the LGA issue.
This is the stupidest point that has been used against the club. The following a
few reasons why LGA should not be accounted for:
Many junior players may start out playing when they live in the LGA but move and
still want to play with their mates
When junior players transition to seniors they may be forced to move outside the
LGA for numerous reasons but still want to continue with the club
If a person lives in Glebe where there is no baseball club and they choose to play
baseball why should they be discriminated against for wanting to play for our club
especially when it only a couple of kilometres away?
If we build a club that provides a sport in a fun environment with a great culture
why should our success be limited by whether people are from the LGA etc.
Over the years I moved house numerous times. I have moved from Petersham to
Ashfield and other surrounding areas. However all my friends that enjoy baseball
are from the Boomers. I am not going to go to another team just because I moved
postcode, I want to not only remain loyal to my friends, but to a club and be proud
to play for the one team.
I hope that the council sees that the club needs the ground to grow and expand
the wonderful sport of baseball.
10.

10th July 2012

Unknown

Baseball

To Whom It May Concern,
My name is ………., I am a coach for the Balmain Boomers. I have been involved
in the club since I was 12. This club is the reason why I still play sport. For years
this club has been searching for a home ground. After reading the report from the
meeting and our club report on the meeting, it has disappointed me to hear about
the LGA issue.
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This is the stupidest point that has been used against the club. The following a few
reasons why LGA should not be accounted for:
Many junior players may start out playing when they live in the LGA but move and
still want to play with their mates
When junior players transition to seniors they may be forced to move outside the
LGA for numerous reasons but still want to continue with the club
If a person lives in Glebe where there is no baseball club and they choose to play
baseball why should they be discriminated against for wanting to play for our club
especially when it only a couple of kilometres away?
If we build a club that provides a sport in a fun environment with a great culture
why should our success be limited by whether people are from the LGA etc.
Not only do I coach for Balmain Boomers, I also a, the club president of another
baseball team, The Redfern Redsox. If the LGA was strictly imposed, my club
would not exist. The Balmain Boomers should not be disproved of its ground by
such an issue.
I hope that the council sees that the club needs the ground to grow and expand
the wonderful sport of baseball.
11.

10th July 2012

2040

Baseball

To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing in support of West Boomers Baseball to be moved from Blackmore
Oval to Glover Street. There are three members of my family who play for the
West Boomers with one of them playing all year around with no local home field
during the winter.
It is my understanding that one particular club spent a lot of energy
misrepresenting the plan and information in the public domain which included
misleading information regarding The Boomers. As to scrutinising membership of
clubs in particular as to the number of members we have living in the LGA, I
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believe the focus on the postcode issue is a very poor way of addressing the
allocation for the following reasons:
•
•
•
•

Many junior players may start out playing when they live in the LGA but
move and still want to play with their mates
When junior players transition to seniors they may be forced to move
outside the LGA for numerous reasons but still want to continue with the
club
If a person lives in Glebe where there is no baseball club and they choose
to play baseball why should they be discriminated against for wanting to
play for our club especially when it only a couple of kilometres away?
If we build a club that provides a sport in a fun environment with a great
culture why should our success be limited by whether people are from the
LGA etc.

Assets such as the aquatic centre and dog park on Hawthorne Canal were not
funded only for access by local residents and people using it are not discriminated
against by their postcode so we do not see how this applies to any other council
asset provided for public recreation.
It is also our understanding that Callan Park in its totality will be for the whole of
Australia not just the LGA so why should peoples address be a limitation only for
sporting fields?
The West Boomers attract players from many different LGAs and to base
allocation on the number of members in our local LGA is not an accurate measure
of support for the West Boomers.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

12.

11th July 2012

2037

Baseball

Hello Recreation
I have read of your preliminary recommendation for Baseball to be included in the
Glover St sports users.
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I hope I am allowed to say ‘YES, THANK YOU’ – even though I live about 100
meters outside the LGA... just on the city side of the Anzac Bridge.
My comments are prompted because my family has been so involved in the
Boomers Baseball Club – as players, coaches, and helpers. The biggest sadness
I have (as a coach and player) is that each year the current baseball ground
(Blackmore) is pretty much unusable for many weeks at the start of each season.
To have baseball follow football means the ground, for baseball, in spring, is, to be
honest, dangerous for players. I have coached juniors and seniors - and for the
first 1/3+ of each season I need to change my training to avoid balls rolling on the
ground to fielders... as the ground, being very, very uneven, can make a ball
bounce horribly up... into the face of a player.
So, of course, as a coach, I avoid using the ground for many normal baseball
activities until well into the season. And, as well, often no games can be played at
Blackmore, due to the ground, for the first 1/3, at least, of the season. And I know
council does spend money each year trying to get the ground to recover after
football.
So, I hope you will give your final approval to baseball at Callan Park. It will be
great for locals (and even us families just a wee bit out of the LGA – you are the
closest baseball LGA for my family). And going forward, I can guess it will be a
great benefit for the greater community, as a baseball ground will be able to host
visitors (games, tournaments, representative training, etc). It will be a great credit
to the LGA’s reputation.
Finally, my knowledge of the committee of the Boomers is that they are
unbelievably good stewards for any facilities they have association with. So with a
baseball ground at Callan park you will have the most amazing and caring people
working their hearts out for the benefit of baseball, sport, children, adults and the
LGA.
Kind regards
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13.

11 July 2012

2039

Baseball

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission regarding sporting club use of
the Glover Street field. I commend Council on the proposal to relocate Boomers
Baseball games and training from Blackmore Park to Glover Street and wish to
add my support to this part of the proposal.
I have been involved with Boomers Baseball as a team manager for five years and
also coach for two of those years for my younger (now 14yo) son’s junior teams.
My older son (21yo) plays senior baseball for Boomers in both summer and winter
competitions.
I have not made any donations to political parties.
The proposal by Council to move baseball to Glover Street has considerable merit
as this will eliminate the problems of ground availability, amenity and safety which
currently exist with the shared use of Blackmore Park.
Ground Availability Issues Due to Shared Usage of Blackmore Park
The current access arrangements at Blackmore Park for baseball result in
significant disadvantages for teams:
No access to diamond for pre-season and early season training means that
teams are under-prepared in early stages of the competition, which increases risk
of injury and also places them at a disadvantage to opposition teams. Alternate
training venues (e.g. Leichhardt #3) have inadequate facilities and lighting (for
example time is wasted setting out a field and chasing overthrows due to lack of
fencing etc)
Having to play early season home games at other grounds. (e.g. first “home”
game last season was at Hornsby Heights).
Lack of access at the end of the season means having to play home finals at
other grounds. (e.g. in recent seasons both of my son’s teams have earned home
grand finals but were forced to play at other grounds, including one against Five
Dock which was played at Cherrybrook!).
Towards the end of the baseball season junior football teams come to train on
Blackmore, despite access still being “officially” assigned to Boomers. While we try
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to be accommodating to others, this does disrupt our training routine and also
raises safety concerns.
No home ground for winter competitions, means teams are unable to train and
also means additional travel to games
Amenity and Safety Issues at Blackmore Park
Lack of designated shelters for players (“dugouts”). The path on the southern
side of the park runs through player “dugout” areas on the main and #2 diamonds.
Similarly, pedestrian access from the southern side path to the toilets, canteen
and undercover spectator area runs through the “dugout” area on the western side
of the main diamond. This can be disruptive for players and the public and raises
safety concerns. (Also the poles supporting the temporary shelters used to cover
“dugout” areas extend out across the pedestrian thoroughfares).
Access to the toilets and canteen facilities from the southern path and
undercover spectator area is via a narrow strip along the third base line (western
side) of the main diamond. This area can come into play from batted balls,
overthrows, and players running into this area to field balls. This area is also
passes the "on deck" area where batters warm up. There are obvious safety
concerns here.
Pedestrian “through traffic” often cuts across the ground putting themselves at
risk and holding up games.
The left-field outfield of the main diamond (north-western corner area) is
somewhat shorter than most fields. The trees and light tower can be hazards for
players fielding balls hit into that area (mostly seniors, but occasionally older
juniors).
With appropriate planning, the relocation of baseball to the Glover Street field will
overcome limitations that currently exist at Blackmore Park providing a safer
environment for players, spectators and the public.
Because baseball is a relatively minor sport in Australia, players may be drawn
from an area wider than the local Council area as not all areas will have baseball
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clubs. I strongly believe that a local club should not be discriminated against
because some members live outside the Council area, particularly a club with a
great culture where participation is encouraged. Baseball is a sport that provides
many benefits to participants of all ages - all over physical conditioning; improved
reflexes and hand-eye coordination; and considerable mental stimulation. In
particular, baseball offers a sporting involvement to those that are less athletic or
might be “fringe” players in other sports.
In closing, I support the Council’s proposal to move Boomers baseball to the
Glover Street field. The proposal is based on sound logic and provides benefits to
the Boomers, to the football teams that will remain at Blackmore Park, and to the
Council in the longer term (e.g. no need to build / remove pitcher’s mound each
season, etc). I applaud Council’s support for sporting diversity and strongly urge
the Council to proceed with the proposal to move of Boomers baseball to Glover
Street field.
Thank you for your consideration.

14.

14th July 2012

2041

AFL

Dear Councillors,
Further to my email on 22 June in regard to allocation of playing fields I would like
to respond in light of some rather hysterical media last month in the SMH quoting
Cr Byrnes.
Firstly, thank you for conducting this rational process on sporting field allocation – I
have viewed the information on council’s website. I’m sure whoever is
representing AFL NSW can do so adequately without my input. However, I’d just
like to offer an anecdote and also, whilst they were somewhat hysterical and
embarrassing (though good copy no doubt), a response to a couple of the items in
the Herald articles warning of AFL invasion etc.
The anecdote goes to an AFL match I recently saw, as a curtain raiser to a Swans
game, at ANZ stadium between the Auburn Tigers women’s team and the UTS
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Shamrocks women’s team. It was a fun little game and interesting to see so many
Muslim women playing in the Tigers. This team was profiled in an article in the
Australian last year: http://www.theaustralian.com.au/sport/muslim-women-find-anew-goal-with-afl/story-e6frg7mf-1226064412743 and it is clear how happy and
positive the women are about playing.
However, my enjoyment was a little tarnished as after the Herald articles I kept
thinking “ I wonder how many women in the Tigers actually live in Auburn or how
many in the UTS team are still students or teachers or indeed Irish”! When my
son played AFL we lived in Balmain and Rozelle but had to play out of area
because there was no AFL team or field here. I can never recall being asked to
provide my postcode or be disregarded as ‘a foreigner’ but being absolutely
welcomed as the organisers and councillors then obviously were happy to see
inner-west kids having healthy fun. In time more Leichhardt area kids joined.
Indeed, many of the kids that ended up playing with my son came from out of area
such as bordering places like Drummoyne or Pyrmont because they loved playing
with their mates. I wonder if the suggestion by Cr Byrnes that registered players
ought be in the LGA applies retrospectively to current Leichhardt clubs and kids
should be excluded if they are not from the area, be it soccer, rugby, baseball or
whatever? This is so draconian and speaks to sporting (or football code)
xenophobia and not to the principal of offering choices to kids or adults to engage
in healthy exercise in their chosen sport, and with their mates (whether from inside
or outside the LGA boundary).
Whilst watching the aforementioned Women’s game of AFL I also wondered if
their teams would ever have succeeded and given so much enjoyment to the girls
and women if Auburn Council had come in hard like Cr Byrne’s suggestions? New
sports have to start somewhere, and usually from a zero or low base. It should all
be about fun and exercise not code wars. Tell these women that they should not
be playing as it is not Auburn’s or women’s traditional sport – that is ridiculous –
they would probably tackle you - joke!
However, I would like to support Cr Byrnes suggestions that more support be
given to local rugby league kids from their parent management, be it from the
Tigers or indeed the ARL commission (did someone say over the top?). I do not
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know one AFL supporter who would ever argue against that, not one, zero, as
they see that supporting sport in the LGA can only be a good thing. Perhaps
bringing in the ARL commission over the sanctity of a particular ground is over the
top but if it benefits kids who choose to play that game all power to Cr Byrnes
initiative. It would be mealy mouthed to think otherwise. But this is not central to a
question of sporting ground allocation and fairness.
So please, the demonization of AFL management and the language of ‘invasion’
and evil goal posts besmirching the sanctity of a hallowed ground (is there an
election looming?) should be put into perspective, the perspective of providing
choice to locals. Imagine if the passion of NRL supporters, including councillors,
and the savvy of AFL management worked in collaboration – then Leichhardt
residents would be really spoilt for choices. Exchange the language of invasion for
collaboration and leave the competition to the games themselves and then we
might all be grateful.
I trust that the ideal of sharing, wherever that is appropriate in the LGA, trumps
any further histrionics around this issue and I’m sure the decision will not be media
driven but played out through Council’s rational processes.
Wishing you well for a fair decision on this issue.
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ATTACHMENT C
Contact:
Phone:
Email:

Aaron Callaghan
9367 9270
aaronc@lmc.nsw.gov.au

2 July 2012
Club Secretary Name
Sporting Club Name
Address
Dear,
RE: Special Playing Pitch Partnership Meeting: Expression of Interest Process

(EOI) Process - Callan Park
At its meeting on the 26th June 2012, Leichhardt Council considered a report in
relation to the Expressions of Interest received in relation to the Glover Street and
Balmain Road Playing fields. In doing so, Council resolved as follows:
1. That Council endorse the principles of:
i. a fair sharing of sporting fields with all the codes, local clubs and
local residents
ii. sporting fields are not allocated exclusively to one code or one
club
iii. priority is given to local clubs with local members and as such
clubs are required to provide certified evidence of the resident
status details of their members.
iv. the history of local sporting fields such as Birchgrove Oval,
Balmain Rd, Lambert Park and local sporting clubs is documented
and made available on council’s website.
v. the NRL plaque in Birchgrove Oval is restored.
2. The decision regarding allocation of additional hours on the three
new sporting fields in Callan Park (Item 15) be deferred to the July
Ordinary meeting to allow a meeting of the Playing Pitch
Partnership on July 19th with Councillors to go over proposed
arrangements and raise any concerns or issues with staff and
Councillors.
3. Council call for submissions to the proposed EOI from the
community and the local clubs and a supplementary report
incorporating submissions and the outcomes of the meeting on the
19th be reported to the July Ordinary meeting.
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4. Council write to the Australian Rugby League Commission seeking
a partnership with Council to further strengthen the relationship
between Rugby League and Birchgrove Oval. This partnership
could include financial and logistical support from the Commission
for:
- Annual rugby league, touch football or Oz Tag tournaments for
local schools
- Educational, health and personal development programs for local
schools to be hosted at the ground
- The allocation of senior football games to be played at Birchgrove
Oval to celebrate the grounds heritage
- Other programs and events identified by the Commission in
consultation with Council
5. That Council consults with the Sydney Harbour Foreshore
Authority, Balmain and District Football Club, Friends of Callan
Park, the Balmain Sydney Tigers Football Club and the wider
community on the installation of lights and refurbishment at
Waterfront Oval.
That this comprehensive community consultation include
distribution of the proposal with information to residents and an
invitation to make a submission, and on site information session
and a public meeting. That the results of this community
consultation be brought back with a recommendation to include/ not
include lights.
REFER C69/12
In accordance with the resolution, a special Playing Pitch Partnership meeting will be
held with all sporting bodies to discuss the EOI process and the Council officers’
report. The meeting details are as follows:
Date: Thursday 19th July 2012
Time: 6.30pm
Location: Leichhardt Council Administration Building (NOT the Town Hall) Level 2 - come in through the Wetherill St entrance
Please Note
This meeting is restricted to 2 representatives of each sporting club only.
RSVP's are required by email to recreation@lmc.nsw.gov.au by Wednesday 11th
July 2012.
In addition to the above all clubs are advised that submissions are invited on the
proposed EOI process. Both the evidence of residence status in relation to the
details of club members and submissions on the EOI process close on the 16th July
2012 at 5pm.

ITEM 12B

Page 95
Pursuant to part 1 (iii) of the Council resolution, clubs are also requested to provide
Council with details of the resident status of their players. As a number of clubs have
already provided this information in the format below, can you please adopt this
format when submitting these details.
Player Surname

Player Given Name

Player Postcode

Following receipt of the above information, submissions and the special playing pitch
partnership meeting a report will be presented to the July 24th 2012 Ordinary Council
meeting at 7pm.
Please feel free to contact either Mandy Smith or myself to discuss further.
Yours sincerely

Aaron Callaghan
Senior Parks & Open Space Planner
Environment & Urban Planning
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REPORT FROM COMMITTEE
DIVISION:

INFRASTRUCTURE & SERVICE DELIVERY

MEETING:

ITEM 13A MINUTES OF LOCAL TRAFFIC
COMMITTEE

MEETING DATE:

19 JULY 2012

FILE REF:

F97/00809

WORD PROCESSING REF:

g:\ltc's\2012\minutes\minutes 19 July 2012.doc

PRESENT
Councillor Alan Cinis
Navin Prasad
Sgt AC
Scott Mayers
John Stephens
Anoma Herath
Lyn Thompson

Deputy Chair, Member for Balmain Representative
Roads and Maritime Services
NSW Police
Sydney Buses
LMC – Traffic Manager
LMC – Senior Traffic Engineer
LMC – Office Manager ISD

LATE

APOLOGIES
Mayor Rochelle Porteous
Bob Moore
Jason Scoufis
Chris Johnson

Chairperson
BAC Representative
LMC – Traffic Engineer
LMC – Road Safety Officer
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes
TR12/064
Confirmation of Minutes
Committee Recommendation:
That the Minutes from the Local Traffic Committee meeting held on 7th
June 2012 be accepted as a true and accurate record of the
meeting’s proceedings.
1.1 Matters Arising from Minutes of Previous Meeting
TR12/065
1.1.1 N i l
1.2 Council Resolution
Council at its Ordinary meeting held on 26th June 2012 considered the Local
Traffic Committee’s recommendations from the meeting held on 7 th June
2012. Council resolved the following:
“That Council adopt the minutes of the Local Traffic Committee held
on 7 June 2012 with the accompanying recommendations as listed
below;
The accompanying recommendations as stated above are included in the
Minutes attached in Appendix A.
2.0 Reports
TR12/066
2.1 Traffic Issues – Nelson Street (Chester St-Susan St), Annandale
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That 10m double centrelines (BB) from the Nelson Street kerb alignment and
raised pavement markers (RPMS) be installed in Chester Street at Nelson
Street and Collins Street at Nelson Street, Annandale.
b) That chevron linemarking and road flaps be installed at the Nelson
Street/Collins Street intersection as detailed in attached plans.
c) That a ‘TB’ linemarking be installed in Collins Street (for approaching traffic) at
Nelson Street, in line with the proposed edge line in Nelson Street.
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TR12/067
2.2 Extension of ‘No Stopping’ zone – Mary Street, Lilyfield
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the ‘No Stopping’ zone on the western side of Mary Street, Lilyfield
be extended by approx 7.3m from Perry Street to the northern side of
the kerb blister at the existing raised threshold.
b) That decorative bollards and link chain fencing be installed on the kerb
blister perimeter.
TR12/068
2.3 Loading Zones at various locations in Rozelle and Balmain
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a)

That the installation of the following ‘Loading Zone’ restrictions, be approved:
Rozelle:
i. ‘Loading Zone, 8am-10am, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the western side of
Darling Street, outside No.639-641, between Merton Street and Nelson
Street (outside ‘Dr Hauschka Skin Care’)
ii. ‘Loading Zone, 8am-10am, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the western side of
Darling Street, outside No.605, between Nelson Street and Wise Street,
(outside ‘About Life’)
Balmain:
iii. ‘Loading Zone, 8am-10am, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the northern side of
Darling Street, outside Nos.387-389, between North Street and King
Street (opposite Balmain Town Hall)
iv. ‘Loading Zone, 8am-10am, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the northern side of
Darling Street, outside Nos. 299-303, between College Street and Mort
Street
v. ‘Loading Zone, 4pm-6pm, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the southern side of
Darling Street, outside No.272, between Beattie Street and Booth Street
(previously ‘NAB’)

b) That investigations be undertaken to provide a part-time ‘Loading Zone’ on the
western side of Darling Street, between Victoria Road and Rozelle
Neighbourhood Centre, Rozelle and a report be brought back to the next
available Traffic Committee meeting.
c) That the existing ‘Loading Zone’ in Nelson Street, Rozelle be retained.
d) That the removal of the existing ‘Loading Zone’ in Cambridge Street be
reviewed with the proposed ‘Loading Zone’ in Darling Street, between Red Lion
Street and Belmore Street.
e) That a further report be brought back following determination by RMS of the
proposed ‘Loading Zone’ outside No. 728 Darling Street, west of Red Lion
Street, Rozelle.
f) That the affected residents/businesses and the Balmain/Rozelle Chamber of
Commerce be advised of the Committee recommendation.
TR12/069
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2.4 ‘Taxi Zone’ – Darling Street (at Beattie Street), Balmain
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the operation times of the existing ‘Taxi Zone’ on the southern side
of Darling Street, at Beattie Street, Balmain be changed to ‘5am-10pm’
from ‘Full Time’.
b) That a public notice be provided at the ‘Taxi Zone’ to inform that a Late
Night Taxi Rank (operating between 10pm and 8am) is located on the
southern side of Darling Street, west of Montague Street (outside
Balmain Police Station).
TR12/070
2.5 ‘No Parking’ Restrictions – North Street, Balmain
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That a 10.7m ‘No Parking’ restriction be installed on the western side of
North Street, Balmain, outside No.2 North Street across the driveway to
the garage and access to off-street carpark.
b) That the proposed extension of ‘4-hour’ parking outside No.19 North
Street, Balmain be deferred until the Section 96 application for No.19
North Street is assessed.
TR12/071
2.6 ‘Special Event Clearway’ Restrictions – Darling Street (Booth StMontague St), Balmain
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the parking lane on the southern side of Darling Street, between
Montague Street and Booth Street, Balmain be temporarily closed between
10pm (18th August 2012) and 10am (19th August 2012) for the proposed 2012
Variety Bash Motor Event to be held on Sunday, 19th August 2012 subject to
approval of the TMP from RMS prior to the event.
b) That the parking lane closure and associated parking restrictions for the event
be managed by Council.
c) That the affected properties be notified regarding the details of the proposed
parking lane closure.
d) That the details of the Event including parking lane closure be posted on the
Council website and local newspapers.
e) That the Taxi Council and Emergency Services (Fire and Ambulance) be also
notified of the Event.

TR12/072
2.7 Road Occupancy – Bay Run, Lilyfield and Rozelle
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Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the proposed temporary closure of Maliyawul Street (100m from the
northern end), north of Le Montage Function Centre on Sunday, 5 th
August, between 6am and 11am be supported .
b) That the applicant be advised to implement the RMS approved Traffic
Management Plan (TMP) and Traffic Control Plan (TCP) related to the
temporary closure of Maliyawul Street, Lilyfield.
c) That the Council’s Parks & Open Space Planner be advised of the
Committee’s recommendation.
3.0

Status Reports

TR12/073
3.1

Angle Parking - The Avenue, Balmain East
Committee Recommendation (split vote):
a) That the proposal for the installation of 60 degree angle parking in The
Avenue, Balmain East at the following locations be supported.
a. On the eastern side (odd numbers) from Darling Street to No.11
b. On the western side (even numbers) from No.10 (Electric light pole
LE13204) to the closed end.
b) That the traffic speeds in Darling Street in the section adjacent to The
Avenue be monitored and a report be brought back if the vehicular speeds
are an issue.
c) That the surveyed residents be advised of the Committee recommendation.
d) That the Police and RTA representatives be advised of the Council
resolution.
(RMS and Police representatives did not support the proposal).

TR12/074
3.2 Modifications to Hay Street Carpark – Hay Street, Leichhardt
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the proposed parking layout plan, Dwg. Nos.12S1257000-01-01 Issue
P4 and 12S1257000-01-02 Issue P4, be approved subject to incorporating the
following amendments:
• A 4.8m wide ‘Disabled Parking’ space (as per current Australian
Standard) be provided on the southern side, west of the electric
substation, by removing some landscape area.
• The parking space on the northern side close to the carpark exit
be signed as ‘Leichhardt Council Authorised Car Share Vehicles
Excepted’.
b) That the installation of a ‘10km/h Shared Zone’ in the road between the carpark
and Redmond Street be investigated and a TMP be forwarded to RMS for its
approval.
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c) That the Council’s Public Art officer be advised of the Committee
recommendation.

TR12/075
4.0

Minor Traffic Facilities

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a)

That appropriate ‘short-term parking’ (i.e. ‘No Parking’ or ‘10min Parking’) be
provided at the following locations to assist with the ‘Disabled Parking’
requests for their carers, subject to consultation with the applicant:
▪

Item 2002/002927
On the western side of Mackenzie Street (south of Stanley Street)
along the side boundary of No.33 Stanley Street, Leichhardt.

▪

Item 2002/002930
outside No. 214 View Street, Annandale.

▪

Item 2002/002932
Outside No. 43 Percival Street, Lilyfield.

▪

Item 2002/002934
Between 8am and 6pm Sat & Sun outside No. 3-5 Emily Street,
Leichhardt.

▪

Item 2002/002936
Outside No. 7 Simmons Street, Balmain East.

b) That the remaining applications for ‘Disabled Parking’ zones be deferred until
the matter relating to the ‘Disabled Parking’ space configuration (complying with
the Australian Standards) is discussed with the RMS Manager, Policy &
Guidelines.
5.0

Special Traffic Committee – Items supported between Formal Meetings

5.1

`No Parking’ Restriction – Chester Street, Annandale

TR12/076
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That 6.2m and 2m ‘No Parking’ restrictions be installed on the northern
( outside Nos.1 and 3 Chester Street) and the eastern sides respectively
at the closed end of Chester Street, Annandale.
6.0

Items Without Notice

TR12/077
6.1

Speeding Issues – Johnston Street (Albion St-Collins St), Annandale
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Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the Committee supported the Highway Patrol recommendation to the
Minister for Roads and Ports for the installation of an electronic School Zone
40km/h signage in Johnston Street, outside the Annandale Public School

TR12/078
6.2 Speeding Issues – Robert Street and Mullens Street, Rozelle
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That Council investigate the following and a report be brought back to the
next available Traffic Committee meeting:
• Installing additional speed signs and road markings in Robert Street
between Mullens Street and Buchanan Street and in Mullens Street (city
bound) towards Robert Street to warn motorists regarding the speed
limit of 40km/h in the peninsula.

TR12/079
6.3 ‘Disabled Parking’ zone – Taylor Street (south of Booth Street),
Annandale
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the installation of a 3.2mx5.5m ‘Disabled Parking’ zone with ramps as
per AS 2890.5-1993 on the eastern side of Taylor Street (along the side
boundary of No.8 Booth Street), south of Booth Street, Annandale be
approved.
b) That the residents and businesses in the subject section of Taylor Street be
notified of the proposal.

TR12/080
6.4 ‘No Parking’ zone – Maliyawul Street, Lilyfield
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the installation of ‘No Parking’ zones at the northern end of Maliyawul
Street and across the access to the pedestrian path from Canal Road,
Lilyfield be approved.

TR12/081
6.5 Parking Issues – The Terrace, Birchgrove
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the existing ‘No Parking’ restriction across the Birchgrove Oval vehicular
access in The Terrace, Birchgrove be replaced with a ‘No Stopping’
restriction.
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TR12/082
6.6 Road Occupancy – Taylor Street (south of Booth Street), Annandale
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the proposed temporary closure of Taylor Street (south), Annandale from
No.25 to the cul-de-sac on Saturday, 18th August 2012 between 10am and 3pm
be supported, subject to RMS approval of the Traffic Management Plan prior to
the event.
b) That the residents and businesses in the subject section of Taylor Street,
Annandale be notified of the proposed temporary road closure.
c) That the NSW Police, Ambulance and Fire Services be advised of this event.

TR12/083
7.0

Next Meeting of the Leichhardt Local Traffic Committee

That the next meeting of the Leichhardt Local Traffic Committee be scheduled for
Thursday, 2nd August 2012.
PART B - INFORMAL ITEMS

TR12/084
1.

Exception To ‘Disabled Parking’ Space Configuration
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the proposal for exception to ‘Disabled Parking’ space configuration be
forwarded to the RMS Manager, Policy and Guidelines for his consideration
and advice.

TR12/085
2.

Kerb Extensions (Pedestrian Crossing Facility) - Evans Street (At
Merton St), Rozelle

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the proposed kerb extensions in Evans Street, outside No. 88 Evans
Street, Rozelle not be pursued due to residents’ concerns on the loss of
parking.
b) That the need for a crossing point in Evans Street between Coulon Street and
Nelson Street be further investigated.
c) That the surveyed residents be advised of the Committee’s recommendation.

TR12/086
3. Hathern Street/Tebbutt Street Intersection, Leichhardt
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Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the Committee receive and note an update on the proposed signalisation of
Hathern Street/Tebbutt Street intersection, Leichhardt.

PART C - TRAFFIC GENERATING DEVELOPMENTS
There are no matters to report.
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DISCUSSIONS FROM MEETING
PART A – MATTERS PROPOSING THAT COUNCIL EXERCISE
ITS DELEGATED FUNCTIONS
2.0 REPORTS
2.1 Traffic Issues - Nelson Street (Chester St-Susan St), Annandale
Precinct: Annandale
Ward: Gadigal/Annandale-Leichhardt
Background:
A resident has raised concerns regarding traffic conditions at the Chester
Street/Nelson Street and Collins Street/Nelson Street intersections.
An on site inspection was held with the resident to review the existing situation
and discuss opportunities to reduce the speeds of turning vehicles at the
intersections.
The concerns relate to vehicles cutting the corners at high speeds as they make
turning movements at the intersections, including u-turns.
In order to improve vehicular and pedestrian safety in the area, it is proposed to
install the following linemarking treatments as detailed in the following plans:
▪

Linemarking double centrelines in Chester Street at Nelson Street (as
detailed on the plan)

▪

Linemarking double centrelines in Collins Street at Nelson Street and
place chevron and edgeline markings and road flaps at the intersection as
detailed on the attached plan. (Similar to the existing treatment at Chester
Street/Nelson Street).
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•Install double centrelines (10m) and raised
pavement markers in Chester Street

•Install chevron linemarking and road flaps in Nelson
St/Collins St
•Install double centrelines (10m) and raised
pavement markers in Collins St

Road Flaps
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A review of recorded crash statistics for the 5 year period 2006 to 30 June 2011
indicates that 2 accidents have occurred at the Collins Street/Nelson Street
intersection and none at the Chester Street/Nelson Street intersection.
Consultation
Consultation with affected residents was undertaken in June 2012 in the area as
shown below.

Residents Comment
I think they will at least slow turning
traffic and hopefully encourage
vehicles to remain on the correct
side of the road, and deter some
from executing their very messy
and dangerous u-turns in the
"mouth" of the intersection.

Officer’s Response
Additional devices to physically
restrict u-turns cannot be installed due
to swept path requirements of heavy
vehicles

Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That 10m double centrelines (BB) and raised pavement markers (RPMS) be
installed in Chester Street at Nelson Street and Collins Street at Nelson Street,
Annandale.
b) That chevron linemarking and road flaps be installed at the Nelson
Street/Collins Street intersection as detailed in attached plans.
Discussion:
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•

The RMS representative advised to:
▪ install a ‘TB’ linemarking in Collins Street in line with the proposed
chevron markings in Nelson Street and
▪ redesign the BB line proposed in Chester Street in line with the kerb
line in Nelson Street.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That 10m double centrelines (BB) from the Nelson Street kerb alignment and
raised pavement markers (RPMS) be installed in Chester Street at Nelson
Street and Collins Street at Nelson Street, Annandale.
b) That chevron linemarking and road flaps be installed at the Nelson
Street/Collins Street intersection as detailed in attached plans.
c) That a ‘TB’ linemarking be installed in Collins Street (for approaching traffic) at
Nelson Street, in line with the proposed edge line in Nelson Street.
2.2 Extension of ‘No Stopping’ zone – Mary Street, Lilyfield
Precinct: Rozelle/Lilyfield
Ward: Eora Leichhardt-Lilyfield
A safety issue has been raised by a resident concerned about a boat on trailer
parking on the western side of Mary Street, just north of Perry Street, Lilyfield.
This parking reduces sight distance at the intersection of Mary Street and Perry
Street, especially for motorists exiting Perry Street.
This section of Mary Street has unrestricted parking except when games are being
played at Leichhardt Oval and the resident parking scheme is operating.
This subject parking occurs adjacent to the existing raised threshold and over a
slightly raised kerb extension.
In order to improve sight lines at the intersection, it is proposed to extend the No
Stopping zone on the western side of Mary Street across the kerb blister by
approximately 7m. There will be no loss of parking as a result of the proposal.
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Council also intends to install decorative bollards and link chain fencing on the
kerb blister perimeter to prevent illegal parking and any pedestrians crossing the
raised threshold.
Officer’s Recommendation.
a) That the ‘No Stopping’ zone on the western side of Mary Street, Lilyfield be
extended by approx 7.3m from Perry Street to the northern side of the kerb
blister at the existing raised threshold.
b) That decorative bollards and link chain fencing be installed on the kerb blister
perimeter.
Discussion:
•

The RTA representative requested the installation of bollards with link chain
fencing on the eastern side of the raised device in Mary Street to prevent
pedestrian access.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
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a) That the ‘No Stopping’ zone on the western side of Mary Street, Lilyfield be
extended by approx 7.3m from Perry Street to the northern side of the kerb
blister at the existing raised threshold.
b) That decorative bollards and link chain fencing be installed on both sides of
the raised device.
2.3 Loading Zones at various locations in Rozelle and Balmain
Precinct:
Ward:
Rozelle/Lilyfield/Iron Cove
Rozelle – Wangal – Rozelle – Lilyfield
Balmain/Birchgrove
Balmain – Birrabirragal/Balmain
Background
The Balmain/Rozelle Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) has requested the
installation of additional ‘Loading Zone’ restrictions along the Darling Street
mainstreet in Rozelle and Balmain to assist the businesses.
A preliminary investigation to assess the delivery needs of the businesses was
undertaken with an interview survey of several businesses along Darling Street
(Balmain and Rozelle). The interview survey results are summarised below:
•
•
•

The majority of businesses receive deliveries by vans (6m)
A few businesses receive deliveries by trucks over 9m
Deliveries occur all day (8am-5pm)

Following further consultation with the Chamber and based on the interview
surveys with some businesses, three locations were identified for the installation of
loading facilities in each area: Balmain and Rozelle.
Proposals
The identified locations for ‘Loading Zones’ along Darling Street are discussed
below and they are shown on the following Figures 1 and 2.
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Figure 1. Proposed ‘Loading Zones’ on Darling Street and removal of
Loading Zones on Cambridge Street and Nelson Street in Rozelle
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Figure 2. Proposed ‘Loading Zones’ on Darling Street in Balmain
Identified locations for ‘Loading Zones’ in Balmain
➢ Outside Nos.383-389, between North Street and King Street (opposite
Balmain Town Hall) and east of Fire Station
➢ Outside Nos. 299-303, between College Street and Mort Street
➢ Outside No.272, between Beattie Street and Booth Street (previously
‘NAB’)
Identified locations for ‘Loading Zones’ in Rozelle
➢ Outside No. 726, between Red Lion Street and Belmore Street (outside
‘Red Lion Hotel’)
➢ Outside No.643, between Merton Street and Nelson Street (outside ‘Dr
Hauschka Skin Care’)
➢ Outside No.605, between Nelson Street and Wise Street, (outside ‘About
Life’)
It should be noted that Darling Street south of Victoria Road is a classified road
and State Road, which is under the care and control of RMS; therefore, the
proposed ‘Loading Zone’ near Red Lion Street will need to be discussed with the
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RMS for its approval. Therefore, this proposal is not further discussed in this
report.
A questionnaire was designed to collect the following information:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Property type (residential/retail/commercial)
Type of business (hairdresser/newsagent...etc)
Details of delivery vehicles servicing the property (vehicle size and how
many per day)
Support/objection to the proposed ‘Loading Zones’ in Darling Street and
removal of ‘Loading Zones’ in side streets
Preferred time restriction for the proposed ‘Loading Zones’: 8am-10am or
4pm-6pm
Any other comments/suggestions

As part of the above proposals, it is also proposed to remove the following existing
‘Loading Zones’ and replace with the existing Ticket parking restrictions in the rest
of the street:
➢ In Cambridge Street (along the side boundary of Nos.731-735), Rozelle
➢ In Nelson Street (along the side boundary of No.623), Rozelle
Consultation
A letter outlining the above proposals was hand delivered to the occupants of all
affected properties as shown on the following plan, in early July 2012. The letters
were also mailed out to the owners of the affected properties. The letter requested
their views before 13th July 2012.

At this stage, 5 responses have been received for each area (Rozelle and
Balmain). Based on those responses, deliveries are generally made by vehicles
up to 8.8m.

ITEM 13A

Page 114
A précis of the responses received will be tabled at the meeting to assess the need
and time restrictions for the proposed ‘Loading Zones’ and also the need to
remove the existing ‘Loading Zones’ in side streets.
Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That the installation of following ‘Loading Zones, be assessed based on the
précis of the survey responses tabled at the meeting:
Rozelle:
i. Outside No.643, between Merton Street and Nelson Street (outside
‘Dr Hauschka Skin Care’)
ii. Outside No.605, between Nelson Street and Wise Street, (outside
‘About Life’)
Balmain:
i. Outside Nos.384-389, between North Street and King Street
(opposite Balmain Town Hall)
ii. Outside Nos. 299-303, between College Street and Mort Street
iii. Outside No.272,
between Beattie Street and Booth Street
(previously ‘NAB’)
b) That the removal of the following existing ‘Loading Zones’ in Rozelle be
considered based on the précis of the survey responses tabled at the meeting:
i. In Cambridge Street (along the side boundary of Nos.731-735),
Rozelle
ii. In Nelson Street (along the side boundary of No.623), Rozelle
c) That a further report be brought back following determination by RMS of the
proposed ‘Loading Zone’ outside No. 726 (Red Lion Hotel) Darling Street,
Rozelle.
d) That the Balmain/Rozelle Chamber of Commerce be advised of the Committee
recommendation.
Discussion:
•

The Traffic Manager tabled the following concerns received from the
questionnaire survey:
a) Nos. 387-389 Darling Street, Balmain – The business indicated that it
supports the proposal in principal, however, requested the relocation
of the proposed ‘Loading Zone’ to the west towards King Street (i.e.
outside Nos.393-395) to retain parking outside the business.
b) No.670 Darling Street, Rozelle – Requested to consider providing a
‘Loading Zone’ on the western side of Darling Street, between Victoria
Road and Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre to assist with the electric
retail business.
c) the Balmain/Rozelle Chamber of Commerce – Requested the
proposed ‘Loading Zones’ to operate 8am-6pm.

•

The Committee discussed the above requests and the key discussion points
were as follows:
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▪

▪

▪

•

(a) – the questionnaire survey included the businesses in Darling
Street to the west towards King Street (between King Street and
Booth Street), Balmain. However, no concerns were received from
those businesses. In addition, the subject business (Nos.387-389)
has an off-street parking area for customers.
(b) – The Committee noted that parking opportunities were limited
(only two part-time parking spaces) in the subject section of Darling
Street (between Victoria Road and Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre).
It was also noted that businesses have the option of using ‘Loading
Permits’ issued to the businesses to allow delivery vehicles to park in
the Ticket parking zones.
(c) – The proposed part-time ‘Loading Zones’ were considered to
achieve an efficient use of kerbside parking not significantly
impacting on shopper parking. It should be noted that service
vehicles can display Loading Permits issued by businesses.

The Traffic Manager also tabled a summary of the consultation results:
▪ The survey received 17 responses from the residents/businesses in
Rozelle and Balmain
Rozelle
•

'Loading Zone' between Nelson Street and Merton Street (outside
Nos.639-641) - – the majority of respondents preferred 8am-10am

•

'Loading Zone' between Nelson Street and Wise Street (outside
No.605, ‘About Life’) – A respondent preferred 8am-10am.

•

'Loading Zone' between Red Lion Street and Belmore Street (outside
No.726 -Red Lion Hotel) - this proposal will need the RMS approval
prior to considering this proposal by the Traffic Committee as the
subject section of Darling Street is a classified and STATE Road.

•

The majority of respondents preferred the removal of the existing
‘Loading Zone’ in Cambridge Street whilst the majority of
respondents objected to the removal of the existing ‘Loading Zone’ in
Nelson Street, Rozelle.

Balmain

•

•

‘Loading Zone' opposite Police Station (outside Nos. 387-389) – the
majority of respondents preferred 8am-10am

•

'Loading Zone' between Mort Street and College Street (outside Nos
299-303) - equal preferences for both time limits

•

'Loading Zone' outside the previous NAB (No. 272 Darling Street) –
the majority of respondents preferred 4pm-6pm

The RMS representative suggested that Council request RMS to consider a
part-time ‘Loading Zone’ in Darling Street on the departure side of Red Lion
Street (outside No.728 Darling Street).

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
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a) That the installation of the following ‘Loading Zone’ restrictions, be approved:
Rozelle:
i. ‘Loading Zone, 8am-10am, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the western side of
Darling Street, outside No.639-641, between Merton Street and Nelson
Street (outside ‘Dr Hauschka Skin Care’)
ii. ‘Loading Zone, 8am-10am, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the western side of
Darling Street, outside No.605, between Nelson Street and Wise Street,
(outside ‘About Life’)
Balmain:
iii. ‘Loading Zone, 8am-10am, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the northern side of
Darling Street, outside Nos.387-389, between North Street and King
Street (opposite Balmain Town Hall)
iv. ‘Loading Zone, 8am-10am, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the northern side of
Darling Street, outside Nos. 299-303, between College Street and Mort
Street
v. ‘Loading Zone, 4pm-6pm, Mon-Fri’ restriction on the southern side of
Darling Street, outside No.272, between Beattie Street and Booth Street
(previously ‘NAB’)
b) That investigations be undertaken to provide a part-time ‘Loading Zone’ on the
western side of Darling Street, between Victoria Road and Rozelle
Neighbourhood Centre, Rozelle and a report be brought back to the next
available Traffic Committee meeting.
c) That the existing ‘Loading Zone’ in Nelson Street, Rozelle be retained.
d) That the removal of the existing ‘Loading Zone’ in Cambridge Street be
reviewed with the proposed ‘Loading Zone’ in Darling Street, between Red Lion
Street and Belmore Street.
e) That a further report be brought back following determination by RMS of the
proposed ‘Loading Zone’ outside No. 728 Darling Street, west of Red Lion
Street, Rozelle.
f) That the affected residents/businesses and the Balmain/Rozelle Chamber of
Commerce be advised of the Committee recommendation.
2.4 ‘Taxi Zone’ - Darling Street (at Beattie Street), Balmain
Precinct: Balmain
Ward: Birrabirragal Balmain
Background
In 2011, Council consulted residents and businesses in Darling Street around
Beattie Street on a proposal to introduce an after-hours ‘Taxi Zone’ in Darling
Street, between Church Street and College Street to assist Police with
enforcement in the vicinity of licensed premises.
Following further discussions with Glebe Licensing Police it was proposed to install
an after-hours ‘Taxi Zone’ (from 10pm to 8am) on the southern side of Darling
Street, west of Montague Street, outside Balmain Police Station.
The Traffic Committee at its meeting held in December 2011 considered this
proposal and offered its support and also requested consultation with the affected
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businesses and residents to amend the existing ‘Taxi Zone’ restriction on the
southern side of Darling Street at the corner of Beattie Street, from ‘Full Time’ to
‘8am-10pm’.
The afterhours ‘Taxi Zone’ outside the Police Station has been installed in Darling
Street.
Proposal
The Traffic Committee’s proposal to amend the ‘Taxi Zone’ in Darling Street near
Beattie Street was discussed with the representative of Taxi Council. The Taxi
Council has advised that the demand for taxis at this location begins around 3am
and the demand generally peaks in the early morning hours (between 6am and
7am).
However, in order to minimise any anti-social issues outside the hotel, the
representative requested the ‘Taxi Zone’ commence from 5am.
The proposal is shown on the following plan.

PROPOSAL:
Existing ‘Taxi Zone (full-time)’
change to
‘Taxi Zone 5.00am-10.00pm’

Unity
Hall
Hotel

Note: A public notice will be provided outside the Unity Hall Hotel to inform that a Late
Night Taxi Rank (operating between 10pm and 8am) is located on the southern side of
Darling Street, west of Montague Street (outside Balmain Police Station).

Consultation
A letter outlining the proposed amendments to the operating times of the existing
‘Taxi Zone’ outside the Unity Hall Hotel from ‘full-time’ to ‘5am to 10pm’
was mailed out to owners and occupiers of the affected properties, as shown on
the following plan, in June 2012 requesting their views before 10 th July 2012.
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One response was received from the owner of the Unity Hall Hotel offering his
support for the proposal.
Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That the operation times of the existing ‘Taxi Zone’ on the southern side of
Darling Street, at Beattie Street, Balmain be changed to ‘5am-10pm’ from ‘Full
Time’.
b) That a public notice be provided at the ‘Taxi Zone’ to inform that a Late Night
Taxi Rank (operating between 10pm and 8am) is located on the southern side
of Darling Street, west of Montague Street (outside Balmain Police Station).
Discussion:
•

The Committee supports the Officer’s Recommendation.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the operation times of the existing ‘Taxi Zone’ on the southern side of
Darling Street, at Beattie Street, Balmain be changed to ‘5am-10pm’ from ‘Full
Time’.
b) That a public notice be provided at the ‘Taxi Zone’ to inform that a Late Night
Taxi Rank (operating between 10pm and 8am) is located on the southern side
of Darling Street, west of Montague Street (outside Balmain Police Station).
2.5
‘No Parking’ Restrictions - North St, Balmain
Precinct: Birchgrove
Ward: Birrabirragal Balmain
Background
Council has received a request to install a ‘No Parking’ zone outside No.2 North
Street to improve access to the storage area and also the employee/customer
parking area behind the retail/commercial properties along Darling Street. The
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business representative advised that vehicles often park blocking these access
points.
Another request has been received to extend the existing ‘4-hour’ ticket parking
across the redundant driveway of No.19 North Street.
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Proposals
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Consultation
A letter outlining the above proposals was mailed out to owners and occupiers of
the affected properties, as shown on the following plan, in June 2012. One
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business representative contacted Council to discuss the proposal and offered his
support.

The owner of No. 19 responded advising that he wished to retain the driveway for
motorcycle access. Therefore, he expects to lodge a Section 96 (Modification)
application to remove the approved condition regarding the driveway which is
reproduced below:
“Condition 14 of the Consent required the following:
14.

The applicant must bear the cost of construction of the following works at the
North Street frontage of the site:
Closure of the redundant vehicle crossing and reinstatement of the
sandstone kerb and concrete gutter and asphalt footpath.”

No other responses were received.
Therefore the Committee is requested to defer the proposal for the extension of
the ‘4-hour’ parking.
Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That a 10.7m ‘No Parking’ restriction be installed on the western side of North
Street, Balmain, outside No.2 North Street across the driveway to the garage
and access to off-street carpark.
b) That the proposed extension of ‘4-hour’ parking outside No.19 North Street,
Balmain be deferred until the Section 96 application for No.19 North Street is
assessed.
Discussion:
•

The Committee supported the Officer’s Recommendation.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
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a) That a 10.7m ‘No Parking’ restriction be installed on the western side of North
Street, Balmain, outside No.2 North Street across the driveway to the garage
and access to off-street carpark.
b) That the proposed extension of ‘4-hour’ parking outside No.19 North Street,
Balmain be deferred until the Section 96 application for No.19 North Street is
assessed.
2.6 ‘Special Event Clearway’ Restrictions - Darling St (Booth St-Montague
St), Balmain
Precinct: Balmain
Ward: Birrabirragal Balmain
Background
Council has received a request from a representative of Variety NSW, Children's
Charity, to support their proposed 2012 Variety Bash Motor Event scheduled for
Sunday, 19th August 2012.
The proposal involves approximately 120 participating vehicles parked along the
southern side of Darling Street, Balmain on the Sunday morning, each departing at
1 minute intervals (or possibly in groups of 5 or more) between 8.00am and
10.00am as they head off on their way to Bamaga, at the tip of Cape York, North
Queensland.
The event would be accompanied by a big breakfast (with opportunities for local
cafes and restaurants to participate with street stalls etc) as well as street
entertainers.
Council at its Ordinary meeting held on 26th June 2012 considered a report
regarding the ‘Variety Club Bash’ event and resolved:
“1. That Council provides support for the 2012 Variety Club Bash
commencing on the southern side of Darling Street (Booth Street –
Montague Street), Balmain with in kind assistance to prepare a Traffic
Control Plan, liaison with the local police and Roads and Maritime
Services (RMS) and seeking Traffic Committee approval; And subject to
all the requisite approvals, meets the cost of the RMS Special Event
Clearway installation (estimated at $3500) plus Council’s wages overtime
for traffic control on the day (estimated at $5000).
2. That the estimated cost of $8500 be funded from the 2012/13 Business
Promotions Program allocation.”
The report considered by the Council is attached in Appendix B.
Proposal
The start line would be positioned near the Darling/Montague/Rowntree Streets
signalised intersection and the event organisers would waive off each vehicle as
they pass under a prefabricated starting arch.
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Traffic
Darling Street would remain open to vehicular traffic at all times (a full road closure
was not supported by the Police due to emergency vehicle access issues, narrow
road widths and the adverse flow on effect to the local road network). The traffic
volumes on Sunday mornings would be reasonably low.
Stop/Go traffic control would be needed as the vehicles/groups of vehicles depart
and the Police have agreed to assist with escort vehicles and traffic signal priority
at the Darling /Montague/Rowntree Streets traffic signals.
Parking
The event vehicles would be allowed to park along the southern side of Darling
Street from Booth Street (Gladstone Park) up to the Town Hall Hotel. Any
participating vehicles that cannot fit within the designated parking section, would
be temporarily held within Gladstone Park before proceeding to the start line.
Traffic controllers (RMS accredited) will be provided at the Gladstone Park exit
point and the Booth Street/Darling Street intersection to manage the flow of event
vehicles.
All ‘Bus Zones’ and ‘Taxi Zones’ along Darling Street would remain operable.
The proposal will necessitate implementation of a ‘Special Event Clearway’ (event
vehicles excepted) on the southern side of Darling Street between Booth Street
and Montague Street from approximately 4.00am until 10.00am on Sunday, 19 th
August 2012. A formal request will be forwarded to the Transport Management
Centre (RMS) regarding the ‘Special Event Clearway’ restrictions.
A Traffic Management Plan has been prepared and forwarded to RMS for
approval.
The following plan shows the existing traffic controls and public transport facilities
along the subject section of Darling Street.
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Traffic Signal
control

Extent of the proposed
‘Special Event Clearway, 4am10am, 19th August 2012
Event Vehicles Exempted ’
restriction

Town Hall
Hotel

Roundabout

Bus Zones –
Taxi Zone

Gladstone
Park

-

Consultation
Council staff have undertaken a preliminary assessment of this proposal in
conjunction with the local Police and consider that leaving Darling Street open to
through traffic should not be unsafe for pedestrians – despite the proposed big
breakfast and footpath entertainment activities.
The immediately affected businesses and residents between Booth Street and
Montague Street and in nearby side streets will need to be notified of the event,
traffic and parking situation.
The Event organiser will discuss the event with the Chamber of Commerce.
Approval Process
The proposal doesn't require development consent but does require the Roads
and Maritime (RMS) Traffic Management Centre (TMC) and Traffic Committee
approval. The RMS will be requested to install ‘Special Event Clearway – Event
Vehicles Exempted’ signage.
Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That the proposed 2012 Variety Bash Motor Event to be held on Sunday, 19 th
August 2012 between 8am and 10am in Darling Street between Montague
Street and Booth Street, Balmain be approved subject to RMS approval for the
installation of
‘Special Event Clearway
4am-10am 19th August 2012
Event Vehicles Exempted ’
restrictions on the southern side of the subject section of Darling Street.
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b) That the affected properties be notified regarding the details of the proposed
parking changes with the ‘Special Event Clearway’ restriction.
c) That the details of the Event including parking changes be posted on the
Council website and local newspapers.
d) That the Taxi Council and Emergency Services (Fire and Ambulance) be also
notified of the Event.
Discussion:
•

The RMS representative did not support the proposed ‘Special Event
Clearway, Event Vehicles Exempted’ restriction. However, he suggested
Council close the kerbside lane to secure parking for the event vehicles.

Committee Recommendation:
a) That the parking lane on the southern side of Darling Street, between
Montague Street and Booth Street, Balmain be temporarily closed between
10pm (18th August 2012) and 10am (19th August 2012) for the proposed 2012
Variety Bash Motor Event to be held on Sunday, 19th August 2012 subject to
approval of the TMP from RMS prior to the event.
b) That the parking lane closure and associated parking restrictions for the event
be managed by Council.
c) That the affected properties be notified regarding the details of the proposed
parking lane closure.
d) That the details of the Event including parking lane closure be posted on the
Council website and local newspapers.
e) That the Taxi Council and Emergency Services (Fire and Ambulance) be also
notified of the Event.
2.7 Road Occupancy – Bay Run, Lilyfield and Rozelle
Precinct:
Rozelle/Lilyfield & Leichhardt
Rozelle/Iron Cove

Ward:
Eora Leichhardt-Lilyfield
Wangal Lilyfield/Rozelle

Background
Leichhardt Council’s Park and Open Spaces Planner forwarded a copy of a
request from the organiser of the annual Bay Run event, Bay Run Committee Dobroyd Public School P&C. This is the 10th year of the Bay Run event.
The Bay Run follows the shore line of Iron Cove and is approximately 7km. The
shared path on the Iron Cove Bridge will be part of the Bay Run.
This event will be held on Sunday, 5th August 2012 between 6am and 11am. The
race participation includes approximately:
• 2200 runners
• 250 walkers
• 120 runners with dogs
• 250 children (2km)
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Proposal
Due to the growth of the Bay Run Event which is an annual event, the organiser is
requesting the closure of Maliyawul Street, north of Le Montage Function Centre to
arrange the finish line on the road in Maliyawul Street instead on Leichhardt Oval
No.3 as done in previous years.
The closure of Maliyawul Street will allow for the set up of the event on Sunday.
The organiser has confirmed that security guards will be in attendance overnight to
monitor the area. The participants are expected to arrive around 6am on Sunday.
The proposed closure of Maliyawul Street is on Sunday, 5th August 2012, between
6am and 11am to allow for the set up of the event.
It should be noted that the subject section of Maliyawul Street is a ‘No Through’
road.
The Council’s Parks & Open Space Planner considers this as a reasonable
request, which assists participant safety as well as the issues that they have had in
the past with wet weather and the damage that could potentially happen to the
sporting ground. This proposed temporary closure of Maliyawul Street was
approved by the Traffic Committee as an option if wet weather was experienced
last year.
Parking Occupancy survey
Parking surveys were undertaken in Maliyawul Street, north of Le Montage on
Sunday, 24th June 2012 between 7am and 9am on a match (at Oval No.3) day and
on a non-match day. The results are given in the following table.
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No Junior Soccer On
Parking Zone

No. of Spaces

A- 64m north of Le Montage
B - next 28m northward
C - next 30m northward
D - next 23m northward
Disabled
Total

30
20
18
26
2
96

No of
Occupied
Spaces
24
4
3
8
0
39

Parking
Occupancy
80%
20%
17%
31%
0%
41%

Junior Soccer On
Parking Zone

No. of Spaces

A- 64m north of Le Montage
B - next 28m northward
C - next 30m northward
D - next 23m northward
Disabled
Total

30
20
18
26
2
96

No of
Occupied
Spaces
22
16
14
20
0
72

Parking
Occupancy
73%
80%
78%
77%
0%
75%

Note: Parking occupancy levels equal or over 75% marked bold.

Based on the parking occupancy survey results, whilst the parking zone closer to
Le Montage had a high occupancy level the remaining parking zones had a lower
occupancy level on a non-match day.
Since no matches would be permitted on Oval No.3 at the time of this event, the
closure of a 100m (from the closed end) section of Maliyawul Street (which
includes sections C and D) should cause no significant impacts on parking during
the event closure time.
The TMP and TCP submitted by the event organiser have been approved by the
RMS. The relevant documents are attached in Appendix C.
Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That the proposed temporary closure of Maliyawul Street (100m from the
northern end), north of Le Montage Function Centre on Sunday, 5 th August,
between 6am and 11am be supported .
b) That the applicant be advised to implement the RMS approved Traffic
Management Plan (TMP) and Traffic Control Plan (TCP) related to the
temporary closure of Maliyawul Street, Lilyfield.
c) That the Council’s Parks & Open Space Planner be advised of the Committee’s
recommendation.
Discussion:
•

The Committee supported the Officer’s Recommendation.
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Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the proposed temporary closure of Maliyawul Street (100m from the
northern end), north of Le Montage Function Centre on Sunday, 5 th August,
between 6am and 11am be supported .
b) That the applicant be advised to implement the RMS approved Traffic
Management Plan (TMP) and Traffic Control Plan (TCP) related to the
temporary closure of Maliyawul Street, Lilyfield.
c) That the Council’s Parks & Open Space Planner be advised of the Committee’s
recommendation.
3.0
Status Reports
3.1 Angle Parking - The Avenue, Balmain East
Precinct: Balmain
Ward: Birrabirragal Balmain
Background
During a review of parking in a number of streets within the Municipality in an effort
to deal with illegal parking and to improve pedestrian and traffic safety, it was
observed that vehicles in The Avenue, Balmain East were parked at various (45 to
90 degree) angles primarily on the eastern side. However, there were no parking
signs to indicate angle parking was permitted in The Avenue to legally allow this
parking behaviour.
The Avenue is approximately 13m wide and approx. 100m long.
Landuse
There are about 26 properties in the street and only a few of them have off-street
parking. There are approx. 9 properties at the northern end of The Avenue with no
street frontage as shown on the following plan.
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Given the narrow frontages of the majority of the residential properties in The
Avenue, only a few vehicles can be parked in a parallel direction near their
properties to satisfy parking demand.
Proposal
In order to formalise the current parking situation whilst maintaining traffic
movements and parking manoeuvres a proposal as shown on the following aerial
photo was mailed out to all properties in The Avenue and in the vicinity of Darling
Street.
Subsequently, Council received a petition from residents objecting to the proposal.
An on-site meeting was then arranged with residents, the Mayor, Ward Councillors
and staff to discuss the residents’ concerns.
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Existing ‘No
Stopping’ zones

N

ST
LING
DAR

Proposed 90
degree angle
parking
Parallel parking

Parallel parking

Proposed 90
degree angle
parking
Note: Parking is not permitted across driveways

Site Meeting
A site meeting was held on 21st June with the Mayor - Councillor Porteous,
Councillor Stamolis, Councillor Weiss, Council officers and residents (25).
The outcome of the meeting was as follows:
•
•
•
•

No linemarking to be provided for angle parking bays
Retain the existing angle (i.e. 60 degree) for proposed angle parking
Proposed angle parking to be ‘Front to Kerb’
60 degree, ‘Front to Kerb’ angle parking zones to be provided at the
following locations in The Avenue:
o On the eastern side (odd numbers) from Darling Street to No.11
o On the western side (even numbers) from No.10 (Electric light pole
LE13204) to the closed end.

• Vehicular speed in Darling Street near The Avenue was raised as an issue.
The updated proposal is shown on the following plan.
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Existing ‘No
Stopping’ zones

N

ST
LING
DAR

Proposed 60
degree angle
parking
Parallel parking

Parallel parking

Proposed 60
degree angle
parking
Note: Parking is not permitted across driveways

Analysis
The proposal as shown on the above plan is expected to generate approx. 31 to
34 parking spaces. The proposal: ‘60º Front to Kerb’ angle parking has been
assessed against the Council’s Angle Parking Policy as shown below.
Policy Requirement 1:
A detailed parking study including parking occupancy and car ownership levels
should be undertaken.
In The Avenue
No. of properties
No. of properties with off-street parking
Based on the survey data, car ownership level

- 25
-8
- 1.44veh/property

Estimated residents’ parking demand (on-street) - 36 parking spaces
Off-street parking availability
- 9 parking spaces
On-street parking provision
- 31 to 34 spaces
Surplus parking available for visitors and properties in Darling Street – 4 spaces
Policy Requirement 2:
Comments in the following table.
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Parameters outlined in the Policy

Criteria

Data for The Avenue

Impact of Angle parking proposal

Road Hierarchy

Local

Local

Low

Volume of traffic (bi-directional)

<1000veh/day

With a traffic generation rate of 2trips
per property, the estimated peak
traffic generation (AM) = 27*2 = 54
veh/hr

The traffic volumes are below
1000veh/day or approx.100veh/hr.
Disruption to traffic is very minor as
The Avenue is a ‘No Through’ road.

The total width of travel lanes
(two-way) to be minimum of
5.8m (manoeuvring space for
angle parking range between
3.0m-5.8m)

13m wide carriageway

Low. In the low traffic volume
condition, road width is adequate for
parking manoeuvres and two-way
traffic.

None (2006-June 2011)

No recorded accidents.

1:50

Acceptable gradient for angle parking.

Risk Analysis
• Width allowed for traffic

•

Accident data for last five years

•

Camber of the street

•

Provision of ‘No Stopping’ zones at the
intersections on either end of the angle
parking zone

‘No Stopping’ zones are provided on
both sides at the Darling Street
intersection.

•

Provide swept path and sight distance
assessment.

The road is approx 13m wide. Angle
parking and parallel parking would
provide approx.5.8m clear width for
manoeuvring.

See the following diagram using
85th%ile vehicle.
Site observations revealed that the
majority of vehicles parked in the
street were small to medium.

•

That the street not form a bus route

Does not form a bus route

N/A

•

Orientation of angle parking:

Front to Kerb

Not a bicycle route

•

The use of the street by cyclists needs
to be accommodated in any proposal.
To improve delineation for cyclists the
edge of the angle parking bays are to be
line marked.

Not a bicycle route

N/A

For angle parking, 1:20 or 5%
(AS 2890.1)

Front or rear to kerb, to be
determined based on the
presence of bicycles on the
subject street and adjacent
landuses.
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Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That the proposal for the installation of 60 degree angle parking in The Avenue,
Balmain East at the following locations be supported.
a. On the eastern side (odd numbers) from Darling Street to No.11
b. On the western side (even numbers) from No.10 (Electric light pole
LE13204) to the closed end.
b) That the traffic speeds in Darling Street in the section adjacent to The Avenue
be monitored and a report be brought back if the vehicular speeds are an
issue.
c) That the surveyed residents be advised of the Committee recommendation.

Discussion:
•

The RMS and Police representatives advised that they cannot support the
Officer’s recommendation as the proposed angle parking arrangement does
not comply with the Australian Standard.
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Committee Recommendation (split vote):
a) That the proposal for the installation of 60 degree angle parking in The
Avenue, Balmain East at the following locations be supported.
c. On the eastern side (odd numbers) from Darling Street to No.11
d. On the western side (even numbers) from No.10 (Electric light pole
LE13204) to the closed end.
b) That the traffic speeds in Darling Street in the section adjacent to The
Avenue be monitored and a report be brought back if the vehicular speeds
are an issue.
c) That the surveyed residents be advised of the Committee recommendation.
d) That the Police and RTA representatives be advised of the Council
resolution.
(RMS and Police representatives did not support the proposal).
3.2 Modifications to Hay Street Carpark – Hay Street, Leichhardt
Precinct: Leichhardt
Ward: Eora Leichhardt/Lilyfield
Background
Council’s Public Art officer has proposed upgrade works for the Hay Street
carpark as a measure to improve safety in the area. The proposed upgrade
works include:
- The creation of a small meeting space at the southern face of the
carpark
- The introduction of landscaping features
- The implementation of a community art feature
- The creation of a shared zone through the space
- The creation of a bike path in line with the Council’s Bike Plan
- The implementation of some bicycle lockers
The area on the southern side of the carpark near the electric substation is
chosen for an open space area. It should be noted that the subject area
(Carpark and the access road from Redmond Street) is owned by Council.
The preliminary design plan indicating modifications to the carpark layout and a
landscape plan were tabled at the June Traffic Committee meeting. The
Committee recommended:
“a)That the proposed parking layout plan, Dwg. No.12S1257000-01-01
Issue P1, be approved subject to incorporating the following amendments:
i. all parking adjacent to the proposed bicycle path be signed as ‘Rear
to Kerb’.
ii. remove ‘Shared Zone’ signage and ‘2P Area’ signage at the
entrance to the carpark from Hay Street.
iii. provide a ‘10km/h Shared Zone’ in the road section between the
Carpark entry/exit point (east) and Redmond Street subject to
approval by the RMS.
iv.provide Motor Bike parking in the carpark
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v review bicycle path through the carpark
vi .investigate ONE-WAY traffic arrangement within the carpark to
minimise
potential
conflict with the
proposed
bicycle
path.
b)That parking occupancy levels in the car park and updated plans
be forwarded to the Traffic Committee prior to being forwarded to Council
for approval.
c) That the Council’s Public Art officer be advised of the
Committee recommendation.”
Parking Demand and Supply
The Hay Street free carpark currently has 59 marked bays including one
‘Disabled Parking’ space (2.5m wide) and it has the following parking restriction:
‘2P, 8am-8pm Mon-Fri,
8am-12noon Sat’.
The results of parking occupancy surveys undertaken in October 2011 at the
Hay Street carpark are tabulated below:
Hay Street Parking Occupancy Rate
Time
9am
12noon
3pm
6pm
8pm

Monday
38%
59%
45%
38%
17%

Tuesday
24%
53%
47%
31%
62%

Wednesday
53%
38%
26%
14%
33%

Thursday
53%
50%
43%
22%
17%

Friday
21%
62%
36%
16%
59%

Saturday
12%
62%
59%
84%
100%

Sunday
14%
53%
97%
52%
31%

Average
31%
54%
50%
37%
46%

Based on the above data, the carpark has low occupancy levels during the day
except on Sunday. The high occupancy levels on Saturday evening could be
due to parking demand generated from the residents in the nearby streets or the
nearby entertainment uses.
Bicycle Facilities
It should also be noted that the current east-west bicycle route (EW2) is through
the Hay Street carpark. Site observations have also revealed that a strong
pedestrian desireline exists through the carpark.
Proposal
The proposal has been updated to incorporate the Traffic Committee’s
recommendations. The key modifications are as follows:
Traffic
• Introduce one-way (anti-clockwise) traffic movement through the carpark
Parking
• Need to remove 3 angle parking spaces including one Disabled Parking
space (2.5m) to allow for the proposed open space.
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•
•
•

Create a 4.8m wide ‘Disabled Parking’ space as per Australian Standards
west of the electric substation.
Convert one parking space to motorbike parking (2 spaces).
Install one ‘Carshare’ parking space (an outcome of the community
consultation) and supported by the ‘Car Share’ provider.

Pedestrians and Bicycles
• Provide appropriate treatments to indicate the east-west bicycle route though
the carpark, i.e. green surface and associated linemarking.
• Provide bicycle lockers in the median.
• Investigate provision of a ‘10km/h Shared Zone’ on the road section between
the carpark and Redmond Street.
The proposal removes 3 parking spaces. Based on the occupancy levels in the
carpark, the loss of 3 parking spaces is not expected to cause significant impact
on the users. It should also be noted that the proposed ‘Disabled Parking’ space
which provides adequate width to utilise a wheel chair and complies with the
current Australian Standards replaces the existing ‘Disabled Parking’ space.
Consultation
Council’s Public Art Officer has undertaken community consultation in the
feasibility stage of the project.
The discussions with the adjacent businesses had indicated their support for the
provision of an open space within the carpark as they were keen to hold events
within their carparking area (rear) to promote their business activities.
A need for a designated ‘Car Share’ parking space had also been raised during
the consultation.
Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That the proposed parking layout plan, Dwg. Nos.12S1257000-01-01 Issue
P4 and 12S1257000-01-02 Issue P4, be approved subject to incorporating the
following amendments:
• A 4.8m wide ‘Disabled Parking’ space (as per current Australian
Standard) be provided on the southern side, west of the electric
substation, by removing some landscape area.
• The parking space on the northern side close to the carpark exit
be signed as ‘Leichhardt Council Authorised Car Share Vehicles
Excepted’.
b) That the installation of a ‘10km/h Shared Zone’ in the road between the carpark
and Redmond Street be investigated and a TMP be forwarded to RMS for its
approval.
c) That the Council’s Public Art officer be advised of the Committee
recommendation.
Discussion:
•

The Committee supported the Officer’s recommendation.
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Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the proposed parking layout plan, Dwg. Nos.12S1257000-01-01 Issue
P4 and 12S1257000-01-02 Issue P4, be approved subject to incorporating the
following amendments:
• A 4.8m wide ‘Disabled Parking’ space (as per current Australian
Standard) be provided on the southern side, west of the electric
substation, by removing some landscape area.
• The parking space on the northern side close to the carpark exit
be signed as ‘Leichhardt Council Authorised Car Share Vehicles
Excepted’.
b) That the installation of a ‘10km/h Shared Zone’ in the road between the carpark
and Redmond Street be investigated and a TMP be forwarded to RMS for its
approval.
c) That the Council’s Public Art officer be advised of the Committee
recommendation.
4

Minor Traffic Facilities

Prior to any discussions on the items below the Committee should read and
consider Item 1 under Part B – Informal Items.
Council has received 9 ’Disabled Parking’ applications in June and July. Amongst
those applications, 5 applications were for carers and none of the applicants use a
wheelchair.
The following minor traffic facilities have been authorised by the Traffic Engineer
under delegated authority:
• Item 2002/002927
The resident of No.47 Mackenzie Street, Leichhardt has requested a 'Disabled
Parking' zone in Mackenzie Street in the vicinity of the property for his carer. The
applicant does not use a wheelchair. A site investigation has revealed that the
property has no off street parking.
Due to the narrow width of Mackenzie Street, parking only occurs on the western
side. The resident’s property is on the eastern side of Mackenzie Street.
The resident of the property (33 Stanley Street) opposite to No.47 Mackenzie
Street was consulted regarding the installation of a ‘Disabled Parking’ zone along
the side boundary of the property. The resident of No.33 Stanley Street offered no
objection.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m 'Disabled Parking' zone be installed on the western side of Mackenzie
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Street (south of Stanley Street) along the side boundary of No.33 Stanley Street,
Leichhardt.
• Item 2002/002929
The resident of No. 22 Church Street, Lilyfield has requested a ‘Disabled Parking'
zone to be installed outside the property. The applicant does not use a wheelchair.
A site investigation has revealed that the property has no off street parking.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m 'Disabled Parking' zone be installed in front of No. 22 Church Street,
Lilyfield.
•

Item 2002/002930

The resident of No. 214 View Street, Annandale has requested a 'Disabled
Parking' zone be installed outside the property for her carer. The applicant does
not use a wheelchair. A site investigation has revealed that the property has no off
street parking.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m 'Disabled Parking' zone be installed in front of No. 214 View Street,
Annandale.
• Item 2002/002932
The resident of No. 43 Percival Street, Lilyfield has requested a 'Disabled Parking'
zone be installed outside the property for her carer. The applicant does not use a
wheelchair. A site investigation has revealed that the property has no off street
parking.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m ' Disabled Parking' zone be installed in front of No. 43 Percival Street,
Lilyfield.
• Item 2002/002933
The resident of No. 27 King Street, Balmain has requested a ‘Disabled Parking'
zone to be installed outside the property. The applicant does not use a wheelchair.
A site investigation has revealed that the property has no off street parking. This
section of King Street currently has '2P 8am – 10pm - Permit Holders Excepted
Area B1' restriction.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m 'Disabled Parking' zone be installed in front of No. 27 King Street,
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Balmain.
• Item 2002/002934
The resident of No.3-5 Emily Street, Leichhardt has requested a ‘Disabled Parking'
zone be installed in front of the property to assist her carers (applicant’s children).
A site investigation has revealed that there is a garage at the rear of the property
which is only suitable for a small vehicle. The applicant's carer has stated that the
zone will only be required for 12 months while her mother is waiting for a knee
implant. The carer further advised that the zone is mainly required on the
weekend.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m ' Disabled Parking, 8am-6pm Sat & Sun' zone be installed in front of No.
3-5 Emily Street, Leichhardt.
• Item 2002/002936
The resident of No. 7 Simmons Street, Balmain East has requested a 'Disabled
Parking' zone be installed outside the property for her carer. The applicant does
not use a wheelchair. A site investigation has revealed that the property has no off
street parking.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m ' Disabled Parking' zone be installed in front of No. 7 Simmons Street,
Balmain East.
• Item 2002/002938
The resident of No. 264 Flood Street, Leichhardt has requested a 'Disabled
Parking' zone be installed outside the property. The applicant does not use a
wheelchair. A site investigation has revealed that the property has off street
parking, however, it is too narrow to access.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m 'Disabled Parking' zone be installed in front of No. 264 Flood Street,
Leichhardt.
• Item 2002/002939
The resident of No. 19 Falls Street, Leichhardt has requested a 'Disabled Parking'
zone be installed outside the property. The applicant does not use a wheelchair. A
site investigation has revealed that the property has off street parking, however,
there are a number of steps between the garage and the house.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That a 6m 'Disabled Parking' zone be installed in front of No. 19 Falls Street,
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Leichhardt.

Discussion:
•

The RMS representative advised that an appropriate short-term parking
restriction (i.e. ‘No Parking’ or ‘10min Parking’) instead of a ‘Disabled Parking’
zone should be provided for the applications related to parking for carers.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a)

That appropriate ‘short-term parking’ (i.e. ‘No Parking’ or ‘10min Parking’) be
provided at the following locations to assist with the ‘Disabled Parking’
requests for their carers, subject to consultation with the applicant:
▪

Item 2002/002927
On the western side of Mackenzie Street (south of Stanley Street)
along the side boundary of No.33 Stanley Street, Leichhardt.

▪

Item 2002/002930
outside No. 214 View Street, Annandale.

▪

Item 2002/002932
Outside No. 43 Percival Street, Lilyfield.

▪

Item 2002/002934
Between 8am and 6pm Sat & Sun outside No. 3-5 Emily Street,
Leichhardt.

▪

Item 2002/002936
Outside No. 7 Simmons Street, Balmain East.

b) That the remaining applications for ‘Disabled Parking’ zones be deferred until
the matter relating to the ‘Disabled Parking’ space configuration (complying with
the Australian Standards) is discussed with the RMS Manager, Policy &
Guidelines.
5.0 Special Traffic Committee – Items supported between formal meetings
5.1 ‘No Parking’ Restriction – Chester Street, Annandale
Precinct: Annandale
Ward: Gadigal Annandale/Leichhardt
Background
Council recently completed stormwater drainage capital works at the eastern end
of Chester Street (dead end section).
Currently vehicles park at the closed end of Chester Street. The driveway located
nearby is generally used for vehicle manoeuvring.
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In order to formalise the existing parking, ‘No Parking’ zones are proposed for a
6.2 metre length along the frontage of No. 1 Chester Street and partially across No
3 Chester Street and also for a 2m length along the eastern end, as per attached
plan.
This parking space is redundant as a vehicle cannot exit this space if a vehicle
was legally parked behind it.
Consultation with affected residents was undertaken as part of the civil works.
The above proposal was emailed out to the Traffic Committee members on 21st
June 2012 requesting their views on the following recommendation. The RMS
representative advised that RMS comments would be provided at the Traffic
Committee meeting.
Officer’s Recommendation:
That 6.2m and 2m ‘No Parking’ restrictions be installed on the northern ( outside
Nos.1 and 3 Chester Street) and the eastern sides respectively at the closed end
of Chester Street, Annandale.
Discussion:
•

The Committee supported the Officer’s recommendation.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That 6.2m and 2m ‘No Parking’ restrictions be installed on the northern ( outside
Nos.1 and 3 Chester Street) and the eastern sides respectively at the closed end
of Chester Street, Annandale.
6
Items Without Notice
6.1 Speeding Issues – Johnston Street (Albion St-Collins St), Annandale
Precinct: Annandale
Ward: Gadigal Annandale/Leichhardt
Discussion:
•

The Police representative tabled an investigation report regarding a speeding
issue in Johnston Street, Annandale. The Police representative further
advised that a complaint was received from the Convener of Annandale
Public School P&C Traffic Committee regarding motorists
speeding/disobeying the pedestrian traffic signals located in Johnston Street,
Annandale, outside the school.
The Highway Patrol personnel had undertaken additional enforcement at the
location between 28th May and 25th June 2012. Based on the outcome of the
investigation, the Highway Patrol recommended to forward the investigation
to the Minister for Roads and Ports, and also to the Leichhardt Traffic
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Committee for their support of installing an electronic School Zone 40km/h
signage in Johnston Street, outside the school.
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the Committee supported the Highway Patrol recommendation to the
Minister for Roads and Ports for the installation of an electronic School Zone
40km/h signage in Johnston Street, outside the Annandale Public School.
6.2 Speeding Issues – Robert Street and Mullens Street, Rozelle
Precinct: Rozelle/White Bay
Ward: Wangal Lilyfield/Rozelle
Discussion:
•

The Police representative tabled an investigation report regarding
speeding issues in Robert Street and Mullens Street, Rozelle.
The Police representative further advised that a concern was received
from the Member for Balmain and a resident in Balmain regarding
motorists exceeding the speed limit in Robert Street and Mullens Street.
The Highway Patrol personnel had undertaken additional enforcement
at the locations and based on the outcome of the investigation, the
Highway Patrol has recommended the installation of additional speed
limit signage and ‘40’ road markings in Robert Street between Mullens
Street and Buchanan Street and in Mullens Street city bound closer to
the Robert Street intersection.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That Council investigate the following and a report be brought back to the next
available Traffic Committee meeting:
• Installing additional speed signs and road markings in Robert Street
between Mullens Street and Buchanan Street and in Mullens Street (city
bound) towards Robert Street to warn motorists regarding the speed
limit of 40km/h in the peninsula.
6.3 ‘Disabled Parking’ zone – Taylor Street (south of Booth Street), Annandale
Precinct: Annandale
Ward: Gadigal/Annandale-Leichhardt
Discussion:
• The Glebe Healing Centre in Taylor Street (south of Booth Street) has
requested the installation of a ‘Disabled Parking’ space in the vicinity of the
Centre to assist its patients.
The Centre representative advised that some patients use wheelchairs and
they arrived at the Centre as car passengers.
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Currently 90 degree angle parking (rear to kerb) is provided on the western
side and indented parallel parking is provided on the eastern side of Taylor
Street.
The parking bays in the angle parking zone are 2.6m wide and they are
currently linemarked. Therefore, provision of a 3.2m wide ‘Disabled Parking’
space within the angle parking zone would require two parking bays. Given
the high parking demand in the area it was considered to investigate within
the parallel parking zone.
An investigation was undertaken to provide a 3.2m wide ‘Disabled Parking’
space within the parallel parking zone on the eastern side of Taylor Street,
alongside the side boundary of No.8 Taylor Street. The swept path for a
vehicle turning out of the angle parking bay is shown on the following plan.

1:200

In order to generate a turnover in the Disabled Parking zone and also to
prevent long-term parking, it was proposed to provide a time limit on the
proposed ‘Disabled Parking’ restriction. The RMS representative advised a
time limit cannot be provided under current legislation.
Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the installation of a 3.2mx5.5m ‘Disabled Parking’ zone with ramps
as per AS 2890.5-1993 on the eastern side of Taylor Street (along the
side boundary of No.8 Booth Street), south of Booth Street, Annandale
be approved.
b) That the residents and businesses in the subject section of Taylor Street
be notified of the proposal.
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6.4 ‘No Parking’ zone – Maliyawul Street, Lilyfield
Precinct: Rozelle/Lilyfield
Ward: Eora/Leichhardt-Lilyfield
Discussion:
• Council has received concerns regarding parking issues in Maliyawul Street
when events are held at Le Montage, particularly at the access points to the
shared path.
Maliyawul Street is closed at its northern end and it can be accessed from
Frazer Street or Lilyfield Road. Maliyawul Street provides angle parking
(approx. 365m) and parking is currently unrestricted. The width of Maliyawul
Street is approx. 12.5m.
Bicycle access to the shared path is mainly through the northern end of
Maliyawul Street. There are two boom gates provided at this end to control
access to Oval No.3.
It was also noted that the access to the pedestrian path from Canal Road
could be obstructed by parked vehicles.
In order to prevent vehicles blocking access to the shared path it is proposed
to install ‘No Parking’ zones around the northern end of Maliyawul Street and
in Canal Road, as shown on the following plans.

Proposed
‘No Parking’

MALIYAWUL ST

Shared
Path

Proposed
‘No Parking’

Oval
No.3

PROPOSED ‘NO PARKING’ ACROSS ACCESS POINTS TO BAY RUN
(MALIYAWUL STREET AND CANAL ROAD), LILYFIELD

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
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That the installation of ‘No Parking’ zones at the northern end of Maliyawul
Street and across the access to the pedestrian path from Canal Road,
Lilyfield be approved.
6.5 Parking Issues – The Terrace, Birchgrove
Precinct: Birchgrove
Ward: Birrabirragal Balmain
Discussion:
▪

Council’s Birchgrove Oval grounds person has raised concern regarding
the existing parking conditions across the driveway entrance to
Birchgrove Oval in The Terrace. As a result of the existing ‘No Parking’
restrictions, vehicles often park across the driveway which hinders
emergency service access to the playing fields.
In order to discourage vehicles from parking across the driveway it is
recommended that the ‘No Parking‘ restrictions be converted to ‘No
Stopping’ restrictions across the driveway.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the existing ‘No Parking’ restriction across the Birchgrove Oval vehicular
access in The Terrace, Birchgrove be replaced with a ‘No Stopping’
restriction.
6.6 Road Occupancy – Taylor Street (south of Booth Street), Annandale
Precinct: Annandale
Ward: Gadigal/Annandale-Leichhardt
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Discussion:
• Council plans to hold a street fair type launch on Saturday, 18th August 2012
between 12.00pm and 2.00 pm to celebrate the completion of Council
infrastructure works in Taylor Street (south) and launch the Living Streets
community education programme.
Approximately 80m of the southern part of the street will be temporarily
closed from No.25 to the playground and cul-de-sac from 10am for the event
setup and all event staff and equipment will be removed by 3pm.
The event will be open to all community members and will be all inclusive.
The Leichhardt Living Street Launch is a one off community street fair for the
residents of Taylor Street and surrounding community. The event is designed
to:
o Celebrate the completion of the sustainability infrastructure works in
Taylor Street and the collaboration of community and Council staff
o Launch the continuation of the Leichhardt Living Streets community
education and action program
o Educate and encourage the community in on-site waste reduction,
sustainable transport, water sensitive urban design and sustainable urban
planning
o Recruit other interested community members
o Allow the community to provide feedback and comment on the project.
The event will include sustainability workshops, face painters, roving
musicians, and sausage sizzle. The Mayor will make a presentation and
acknowledgement of the part funding body from NSW Environment Trust
who will also be attending.
Temporary tables, chairs, composting station, bike safety check station, face
painter and barbeque facilities will be set up on the site from 10.00am.
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT OUTLINE
1.1

Barricades
Barricades will be supplied by Council and will be in place from 10am at
the road closure point, adjacent to the boundary of Nos.25-27, and will
stay in place for the duration of the event up until 3pm.

1.2

Signage
Signage indicating “ROAD CLOSED” will be placed at the closure point
with advanced warning signage “ROAD CLOSED AHEAD” at Booth Street
to advice motorists.
As Taylor Street is a cul-de-sac, there is very little traffic and no
thoroughfare. Traffic does not require to be directed onto an alternative
route.
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1.3

Impact of proposed measures
There will be little impact to commercial and work related traffic as the
street is mostly residential. There are a few businesses at the intersection
of Taylor Street and Booth Street and they will not be impacted negatively
by the event.
The event has been targeted at the residents in Taylor Street and
surrounding area. The predominate form of transport will be cycling and
walking. A strong “No Cars” message will be included in event promotions.
On street parking will be available in Taylor Street outside the barricaded
area and surrounding streets as per normal parking regulations.

1.4

Street Cleaning and Waste Removal
Council will arrange street cleaning and waste removal before and after
the event. Council staff will remain on-site until all workshop facilitators,
equipment and barricades have been removed.

1.5

Public Transport
Cycling and walking will be encouraged as a predominant form of
transport to the event. The event will not impact on any public transport
services.

1.6

Emergency Vehicle, Local Residents, Disability, Heavy Vehicle and
Cyclist Access
•
•
•

1.7

Emergency vehicles will have access to the street and area closest to
the barricades.
Residents will be advised prior to the event of closures and
encouraged to be part of the street fair.
Traffic does not require to be diverted to an alternative route, as the
street is a low traffic zone, and ends in a cul-de-sac. Traffic entering
the street is already required to make a u-turn to exit the street.

Event Notification
Council will notify all residents and business in Taylor Street (south) of the
road closure by way of letterbox drop. Residents will also be encouraged
to attend the event to celebrate the infrastructure works that have been
implemented in their street. Residents of Taylor Street and surrounding
streets including Chester Street, Susan Street, Nelson Street and beyond
to Johnston Street will receive an invitation to attend the event by way of
letterbox drop. Businesses in the area will also receive information about
the event.
A sign will be erected on the playground fence informing residents and
passers-by about the event and proposed road closure.

1.8

Event Marshals
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All Council staff working at the event will be required to attend an on-site
briefing prior to the event and communicate with mobile phone numbers.
1.9

Liability Insurance
Council, as the event organiser, carries public risk insurance cover with a
minimum policy value of $20,000,000.

1.10

Public consultation process
This project has been subject to a huge amount of public consultation.
Council and the community have worked together from the initial preplanning phases of the project. Residents have been invited to several
workshops before and after infrastructure works, and continued to be
invited to an additional three workshops to inform them about further Living
Street education projects that will soon be established within the LGA.
The community have demonstrated that they would like Council to
facilitate an event with a street fair theme, while providing activities that will
provide them with knowledge and skills to commence their own
sustainability projects.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
d) That the proposed temporary closure of Taylor Street (south), Annandale from
No.25 to the cul-de-sac on Saturday, 18th August 2012 between 10am and 3pm
be supported, subject to RMS approval of the Traffic Management Plan prior to
the event.
e) That the residents and businesses in the subject section of Taylor Street,
Annandale be notified of the proposed temporary road closure.
f) That the NSW Police, Ambulance and Fire Services be advised of this event.
7

Next Meeting of the Leichhardt Local Traffic Committee

That the next meeting of the Leichhardt Local Traffic Committee be scheduled for
Thursday, 2nd August 2012.
PART B - INFORMAL ITEMS
1.
Exception To ‘Disabled Parking’ Space Configuration
Precinct: All
Ward: All
Background
At the June 2012 Traffic Committee meeting, the RMS representative requested
that all approved ‘Disabled Parking’ spaces should be installed in line with the
current Australian Standards.
This report is prepared seeking certain exceptions to the ‘Disabled Parking’
configuration as outlined in the Australian Standards.
Analysis
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Australian Standards
The Australian Standards relevant to parking are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

AS2890.1-2004: Parking Facilities – Part 1: Off-Street car parking
AS2890.2-2002: Parking Facilities – Part 2: Off-Street commercial vehicle
facilities
AS2890.3-1993 Parking Facilities – Part 3: Bicycle Parking Facilities
AS2890.4: Bus Parking (yet to be published)
AS2890.5-1993: Parking Facilities – Part 5: On-Street parking
AS2890.6-2009: Parking Facilities – Part 6: Off-street parking for people
with disabilities

The parking space design requirements as per Section 4.5 (Parking for People with
Disabilities) of AS2890.5 is reproduced below:
a) Pavement requirements A parking space shall consist of an unobstructed
area having a firm plane surface, all at the one level, with a fall not
exceeding 1:40 in either the direction of parking or at 90 degrees to it, or
1:33 if the surface has a bituminous seal.
b) Space width – angle parking For angle parking the parking space width
shall be not less than 3.2m. This width shall be regarded as an absolute
minimum, as it will often be difficult for a disabled person to cope with
wheelchair transfer if the adjacent angle parking space is occupied.
Wherever, practicable, it is desirable for a space of up to 3.8m wide to be
provided.
c) Space width-parallel parking Parallel parking spaces shall not be marked
as disabled spaces, nor included in the count of spaces available for
people with disabilities unlessi) A 3.2m wide space can be provided, e.g. by indenting the space
into the footpath area; and
ii) Kerb ramps as shown in Figure 4.2(a) are also provided.
d) Provision of accessible path of travel A continuous, accessible path of
travel in accordance with AS1428.1 shall be provided between each
parking space and the adjacent footpath, and thence to the final
destination so that the path does not cross any vehicular traffic path at an
uncontrolled location.
e) Signs Parking spaces shall be identified by a parking control sign
incorporating the international symbol of access for people with disabilities
(see AS 1742.11).
Figure 4.2 is reproduced in the following diagram.
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Kerb ramps
(1.0m)
Kerb
3.2m

End bay-5.5m, Middle
bay – 6.7m

Notes:

(a) On-street parallel parking space

1.

Two 1.0m kerb ramps as
specified in AS1428.1,
should be provided at
the locations shown.
Two or more adjacent
disabled spaces will
normally require only
one ramp each.

2.

Parking space may be
delineated by yellow
broken lines.
International access
symbol may be painted
in yellow within the
parking space.

Kerb ramps
(1.0m)
Kerb

5.4m

3.2m
(b) On-street angle parking space

Parking Spaces for Disabled People
As indicated on the above plan:
• parallel ‘Disabled Parking’ spaces are approx. 1.1m wider and 0.3 (end bay)
to 0.7 (middle bay) longer
• angle ‘Disabled Parking’ spaces are 0.7m wider
• ‘Disabled Parking’ bays should be provided with two kerb ramps as per AS.
User Groups
Council regularly receives requests for the installation of ‘Disabled Parking’ spaces
from residents and businesses. The residents are required to provide a copy of the
Mobility Parking permit issued by the RMS and also confirmation from a medical
practioner on:
•

whether the applicant requires the use of a mobility aid to move, such as,
crutches, walking frame, callipers, scooter, wheelchair, or other mobility aid

and/or
•

whether the applicant cannot walk more than 50 metres without their
physical condition deteriorating to a detrimental level

The ‘Disabled Parking’ zones are generally provided for the use of the following
user groups:
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•
•
•

People who require wheelchair aid or other forms of walking aids
People who do not require any form of walking aids but experience
difficulty walking more than 50m
Carers

The majority of ‘Disabled Parking’ applications are received from residents hence
the spaces are generally provided in residential streets.
There were 24 applications received between January and June 2012. These
applications were reviewed to identify user groups, whether the applicant drove
and required walking aids.
The findings were:
• Received 17 applications from residents requesting the installation of a
space
• Received 7 letters advising that the space is no longer required;
therefore, requesting the removal of the space
• 6 applicants use some form of a walking aid
• 59% of applicants do not drive whilst 41% of applicants drive
• Amongst the applicants who drove, one applicant required a walking
aid
• Two applications were for the applicants’ carers
Implications and Exceptions
Road Reserve Limitation/Cost and Time Implications
In order to achieve a wider parallel parking bay the footpath is most likely to
require indenting due to the narrow carriageway widths in the LGA. Therefore, if
one ‘Disabled Parking’ space is required to be installed as a middle bay, the whole
kerb length needs to be indented by 1.1m.
As stated above, seven letters were received for removal of ‘Disabled Parking’
spaces as either the applicant of the space has relocated, recovered from
injury/surgery or passed away. In addition, six applicants out of 17 applicants
used a walking aid although the application did not specify whether a wheelchair
was used.
Therefore, the user demand for indented (wider) parking bays and kerb ramps at
‘Disabled Parking’ spaces is likely to be low although it is acknowledged that
anyone with a valid Mobility Parking permit is permitted to park in a ‘Disabled
Parking’ space.
Also when removing ‘Disabled Parking’ restrictions, the two kerb ramps would be
required to be reinstated back to kerb and gutter.
In addition, it would take considerable time to construct and cost involved in
constructing an indented kerb and/or kerb ramps at each ‘Disabled Parking’ space.
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Therefore, it is proposed that ‘Disabled Parking’ spaces installed in local streets
(250m away from retail areas) as per a resident’s request should be exempted
from the required 3.2m width for parallel parking bays and kerb ramps unless the
applicant is a driver and uses a wheelchair.
If the applicant uses a wheelchair and the applicant is never a driver (this
information is collected through the Application form) the need for kerb ramps will
be discussed with the applicant as it is likely that the applicant (car passenger)
receives assistance from the driver and also the passenger (applicant) steps onto
the footpath where the wheelchair is placed.
In order to identify the need for a wider space if the applicant uses a wheelchair,
Council’s ‘Disabled Parking’ application form will be redesigned to include a tick
box to obtain this information.
Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That the ‘Disabled Parking’ spaces provided in Local roads as per a resident’s
request should be exempted from the required 3.2m width for parallel parking
bays and kerb ramps unless the applicant requests the provision of ramps and
uses a wheelchair.
b) That the ‘Disabled Parking’ space be provided in line with the Australian
Standards if it is located within public/retail areas.
c) That Council’s ‘Disabled Parking’ Application Form be redesigned to ascertain
the use of a wheelchair.
Discussion:
•

The RMS representative advised that this proposal should be forwarded to
RMS Policy and Guidelines Section for consideration.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the proposal for exception to ‘Disabled Parking’ space configuration be
forwarded to the RMS Manager, Policy and Guidelines for his consideration and
advice.
2.

Kerb Extensions (Pedestrian Crossing Facility) - Evans Street (At
Merton St), Rozelle
Precinct: Rozelle/White Bay
Ward: Wangal Lilyfield/Rozelle

Background
In 2011, Council engaged a consultant to undertake a ‘Pedestrian Safety Audit’
around the Rozelle Public School catchment to identify measures to improve
pedestrian facilities particularly for school children around the area.
The Audit recommended the provision of a pedestrian crossing point by extending the
kerbs (footpaths) in Evans Street, north of Merton Street.
Proposal
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A proposal was prepared to install kerb extensions in Evans Street, east of Merton
Street and also in Merton Street, as shown on the following plan. The purpose of the
kerb extensions was to provide a short crossing distance for pedestrians as this is not
a formal crossing (e.g. marked pedestrian crossing). Therefore, at this crossing point
pedestrians need to give way to traffic in Evans Street.
The design of kerb blisters as shown on the following plan provides adequate
sightlines for pedestrians to see oncoming traffic and also for traffic to be aware of the
crossing point.
The ‘ONE-WAY’ traffic arrangement in Merton Street allows a shorter ‘No Stopping’
zone (3.8m) on the western side of Evans Street (outside No. 103) at the Merton
Street intersection. The proposed kerb extension would remove approx. 3.7m length
of parking on the western side (odd numbers) of Evans Street.
In order to provide adequate sight lines for the crossing point, it would also be
required to remove approx. 18.7m length of parking on the eastern side (even
numbers) of Evans Street. In total, the proposal will remove approx. 4 car parking
spaces on Evans Street..

Consultation
A letter outlining the above proposal was mailed out to owners and occupiers of
the affected properties, as shown on the following plan, in June 2012 and their
views were requested before 4th July 2012.
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10 responses have been received and 3 residents offered their support for the
proposal whilst 6 residents whose properties are in the immediate vicinity of the
proposed device objected to the proposal.
A précis of the comments received are shown below.
Resident’s Comment
In support
We support any traffic calming strategies for
Evans Street.
Excellent Idea.
In objection
Removal of 4 car parking spaces will add to
the difficulty of finding a parking space.
The removal of parking spaces is excessive.
It is a safety issue as well when I have to
park up to half a kilometre away from my
home.
My wife and I have reached an age that
brings restricted mobility. The loss of parking
amenity will impose unnecessary hardship on
us.
Loss of more parking would be a disaster.
The crossing is poorly positioned. I can
assure that very few people cross at the
proposed location in Evans Street.
A similar proposal at Napoleon Street would
provide much better sight lines in both
directions for pedestrians as well as for
drivers, and Napoleon Street is a quiet street
compared to Merton Street. It is also closer to
the school crossing.
Placing the crossing on the downside of a hill
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Officer’s Response
Noted.
Noted.

The parking spaces need to be
removed to provide adequate
sightlines at the crossing point.

The pedestrian surveys were
undertaken at three locations along
Evans Street; between Napoleon
Street and Mansfield St, near Merton
Street and near Nelson Street. The
volume of pedestrians crossing near
Mansfield Street was greater than
pedestrians crossing near Merton
Street.
The consultant who undertook a
Pedestrian safety audit around the
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Resident’s Comment
is dangerous for both pedestrians and
drivers. There is limited visibility to south for
pedestrians and for drivers headed north.
There is insufficient distance between the
proposed crossing and the crest of the hill.
There has never been a problem for people
crossing this road.
This crossing will mean double parking while
we open the garage door (which opens on to
the driveway)
This bottle neck is no help to traffic flow in
any way – people will still have to be cautious
when crossing – what advantage?

The greatest pedestrian hazard in this area is
created by the speeding traffic using
Mansfield Street as a ‘rat run’.
In the event that council determines to
proceed as indicated I would seek the
assurance that all proper planning (including
water runoff and drainage) considerations will
be adopted. If increased lighted is proposed,
it will not be intrusive to affected residences.
The installation of the proposed crossing
point is likely to create serious blockage of
water drainage.

Officer’s Response
Rozelle Public School recommended
a crossing point near Merton Street
as a desirable location.
The pedestrian safety audit identified
the need to provide a crossing in this
section of Evans Street in particular
to assist school children.
The driveway belongs to No.99. This
proposal retains a 12m long parking
zone before the driveway.
This crossing point provides a shorter
crossing distance. As the pedestrian
safety audit recommended,
pedestrian counts could be
undertaken 6-12 months after the
kerb extension has been
implemented to see if the RMS
warrant is met, and if it is the kerb
extension could be converted into a
marked footcrossing which provides
priority for pedestrians,
The traffic speeding matter in
Mansfield Street is currently being
investigated.

If this proposal is pursued,
appropriate treatments will be
provided for potential drainage
issues.

Given that the residents have concerns regarding the potential loss of parking, it is
considered to undertake a further investigation to identify a location near Napoleon
Street which forms the main pedestrian corridor towards Darling Street.
Officer’s Recommendation:
a) That the proposed kerb extensions in Evans Street, outside No. 88 Evans
Street, Rozelle not be pursued due to residents’ concerns on the loss of
parking.
b) That the need for a crossing point in Evans Street between Coulon Street and
Nelson Street be further investigated.
c) That the surveyed residents be advised of the Committee’s recommendation.
Discussion:
•

The Committee supported the Officer’s Recommendation.
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Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
a) That the proposed kerb extensions in Evans Street, outside No. 88 Evans
Street, Rozelle not be pursued due to residents’ concerns on the loss of
parking.
b) That the need for a crossing point in Evans Street between Coulon Street and
Nelson Street be further investigated.
c) That the surveyed residents be advised of the Committee’s recommendation.
3. Hathern Street/Tebbutt Street Intersection, Leichhardt
Precinct: Leichhardt
Ward: Eora Leichhardt-Lilyfield
Discussion:
• The Deputy Chair raised concerns regarding the collision history for the
intersection of Hathern Street/Tebbutt Street, Leichhardt. The data provided
by the Police for the period from 1st July 2011 to date is as follows:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
•

•

24th September 2011 - major collision
9th October 2011 - minor collision
11th May 2012 - major collision
13 June 2012 - major collision
7th July 2012 - major collision
15th July 2012 – a collision

The RMS representative advised that the Blackspot funding application for the
signalisation of the intersection did not meet the funding criteria (due to low
BCR). However, the RMS representative is seeking funding through Transport
for NSW as part of the Light Rail development project.
The RMS representative advised that he will inform Council of the outcome of
request to Transport for NSW for the above traffic signals.

Committee Recommendation (unanimous support):
That the Committee receive and note an update on the proposed signalisation of
Hathern Street/Tebbutt Street intersection, Leichhardt.

PART C - TRAFFIC GENERATING DEVELOPMENTS
There are no matters to report.

ITEM 13A

Page 157

ITEM 13A

Page 158

ITEM 13A

Page 159

ITEM 13A

Page 160

ITEM 13A

Page 161

ITEM 13A

Page 162

ITEM 13A

Page 163

ITEM 13A

Page 164

ITEM 13A

Page 165

ITEM 13A

Page 166

ITEM 13A

Page 167

ITEM 13A

Page 168

LEICHHARDT MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

NOTICE OF MOTION
DIVISION:

MOTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

SUBJECT:

ITEM 27 AMENDMENT TO COUNCIL BANNER POLICY

DATE:

20 July 2012

WORD PROCESSING REF:

G:\BP\REPORTS\2012\24 07 12\ NOM AMENDMENT TO COUNCIL BANNER POLICY:

Cr Porteous
Recommendation:
That the Council Banner Policy be amended such that local Public Schools wanting to
advertise their Open Day with a Council banner continue to be given a fee waiver.
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LEICHHARDT MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

NOTICE OF MOTION
DIVISION:

MOTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

SUBJECT:

ITEM 28 COUNCIL’S RELATIONSHIP WITH EAST TIMOR

DATE:

20 July 2012

WORD PROCESSING REF:

G:\BP\2012\REPORTS\24 07 12 \ NOM COUNCIL’S RELATIONSHIP WITH EAST TIMOR

Cr Howison
Background
Leichhardt Council has had a friendship relationship with East Timor since 2001 with a
focus on the town of Maliana. This relationship exists as part of the Australia TimorLeste Friendship Network, which engages more than 20 other councils or ROCs in
NSW, Victoria, the ACT and Queensland. Leichhardt Council has in the past 11 years
provided a mixture of financial and in-kind support to the Friends of Maliana, and in
recent times there has been some debate amongst councillors about these
arrangements.
Recommendation
That:
1.

Leichhardt Council renews its commitment to the supporting the remote area of
Maliana, a region that is not supported by other friendship relationships, in order
to provide practical help to disadvantaged people in our region

2.

A report be brought to council by the end of 2012 that outlines:
a.

the funding and in-kind support supplied by a sample of comparable
councils to other Friends of East Timor groups

b.

an estimate of the financial and social impact on the community of Maliana
if Council's support for the Friends of Maliana is suspended or aborted

c.

a pro-forma financial and progress report for the Friends of Maliana that
would meet Council's transparency and reporting benchmarks and allow
the exploration of increased funding to the Friends of Maliana
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d.

allocation of a Council staffing resource to develop a long term plan for
council's Maliana sister city relationship, with the goal of engaging an
increased number of members of our community, particularly young
people
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